


1938 STAF T
JUVENILE COURT

Paul W. Alexander, Judge

Executive
L.Wallace Boffman - Chief Probation Officer and Referee
Arthur G.Keller - Registrar and Referee

Rita F. O'Grady

1

Girls' Referee and Case Work Supervisor

Administrative
Nellie C. Eildred - Intake Supervisor

Marcile Bumbert Sec'y to Judge and Chief Probation Officer
Herbert DeVauent -~ Bailiff

1

Probation Department
Probation Officer and Assistant Referee
Doris Fenneberg

Probation Officers:

Joseph Andriola Marie Magerfleisch*
Josepn Doneghy Ladonia Speedwell
John Mahoney Jean Wilson

Ellick Maslan Velma Wood

Joseph Skiba

Investigators:
Freda Braun**
Sara Kaufman

Clerical

Myra Wheeler ~Chief Clerk Mary Ando -Stenographer
Asta Sundling -Clerk Catherine Beck -Typist

Kate Woodside -Clerk Maude Ford ~-Typist

* Resigned September 1, 1338.
**Rosigned May 17, 1938 to become ®Friend of the Court®,
Domestic Relations Division.
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-CHILD sTUDY 1 NSTITUTE -

(Formerly Detention Home)

Executive
Edna Gordon*

Clinical Psychologist and Director

Psychological
Victor Raimy* - Adssistant Psychologist
Loyal Calkins - Assistant Psychologist
Thomas Wilbur - Assistant Psychologist
Psychiatric

Alfred C, LaBine, ¥ 1i,D. Psychiatrist

Medical
I. H. Kass, M.D., Pediatrician

Sugervisorx

Ralph Miller Boys' Counsellor

1

Charles Singleton* - Night Supervisor
Robert Lightner* ~ Night Supervisor
Harris Simong* ~ Night Supervisor
Mary Schmidt - Girls! Supervisor
Hattie Kolinski ~ Girls! Supervisor
Savanah Hunt - Cook

Anna Mueller -~ Laundress

Temporary appointments during 1938
George Gilliotte
Elizabeth Michelfrolder*
Robert Lewinslki*

*Resigned during or at close of vear,
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DELINQUENCY HICHLIGHTS

OF 1938
Some Comparative Figures
1935 1936
Commi tments to Industrial Schools: 57 L9

This represents a savings to the
taxpayers in 1937=338 of $17,000
over the two previous years.,

Delinouents Placed in Foster Homes: None None
This method of treating deline
quents was first tried in Lucas
County in &pril 193%37. Of the
total of delinquent children
placed in 1937 and 1938 not one
repeated the offense that 1led to
the placement. The »nlan cost
$2,200 as compared vwith the
517,000 saved by reducing cormit-
ment to the Industrizl Schools.
Results so fer indicate it is
incomparably superior as a crine
preventive.

Repeaters: 635 580
Previously declt vith since Jan=-

uvary 1, 1937.

Sex Offenses? 5T u7
Sex offenses constituted the
smallest single group of offens-
es.,

Truancy? 22
Indicates increase not in tru-
ancy, but in the nunber of cases
referred to court. School re-
cords show actually less tru-
ancy in 1938&,
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1937 1938
26* 36*
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DELINQUENCY HIGHLICHTS OF 1938

Traffic:

Indicates increased sctivity by
the Juvenile Court. These cases
mere previously handled 4in Po-

lice Court. [:]

Runaways?
Most runawa,v ave the habit",

Decrease inlZ538 due to recog-
nition of this fact and more
careful planning to prevent rep=-
etition.

lischief:
Much of this type of complaint
novw handled by the Juvenile Dive
ision of the Police Depariment
wvith fewer cases referred to the
court.

Burglary!
This figure 1s just ©velow av-

erage of three preceding yeers.

Auto theft:
In 21l dut three of the stolen
cars the keys were left in the
switch, In two the motors were
running.

Larceny:
Largest single group of offenses

in all Juvenile Courts. Increase
largely due to fact that many
merchants who formerly handled
their own shoplifting Juveniles
now refer them to the court for
treatment.
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ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

diffcrent children came before the Court a total of 1032
times,

of the casecs handled were "unofficial! cases (no formal
complaint filed.

cf the children dealt with were boys and 15% girls

#

of the children dealt with werc white and 14%  Negro.

x*

of the parents were American born; 10% Polish; 4% Germam
and thc remaining &% divided among various nationalities.

*

No Jewish children were brought before the Judge for delingquency

L

21%

in either 1937 or 1938,

of the children came from homes broken by divorce, separa-
tion or dcath.

of thc children came from homes devoid of any church affil -
iation whatsoever. Almost none werc active.

*



+Only 3% of the children ceme from homes that might be classed as

economical 1y "secure".
*

93% of the children had been known to other socizl agencies be-

fore coming to court.
*

Less than 1 of the children were active participants in  the
Y.t..C.A., Boy Scouts, or Boys' Club (formerly Tewrstoys).

»

The average age of o1l these children was just over 14 years,

®

The average delinquent child was in the 7th grade. llormally he
should have been in the 9th.

*

425 of the cases of delinquency centered in 10 school districts
having only 255 of the school population.

July witnessed the least delinauency; Ausust, October end ‘liove
ermber the most.

*

At the close of the year the average cose load of Probation Of-
ficers was 79, This is over 1005 greater than the burden pre-
scribed for most effective service, and SSﬁ greater than the
prescribed maximum for Juvenile Court workers.

Probation Officers! salaries are substantisl 1y lower than in othe
er cities.



THE HEDUCTION OF AUTO THEFTS AND THEFT OF ARTICLES FROM
PARKED AUTOS CAN BE MOST ZEFFECTIVELY BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE PRI-
VATE CITIZEN rather than by thc police or the court.

The observation of two simple rules by every citizen in
the community would practically eliminate the problem of automow-
bile stealing by juvcniles:

1. NEVER LEAVE YOUR XEYS IN THE IGNITION.
2. ALWAYS LOCK YOUR CAR AND CONCEAL VALU-
ABLE ARTICLES IN THE POCKETS OF THE

CAR OR IN THE LUGGAGE CARRIER.

A strict adherence to this policy would give protection
against auto theft except by the professional auto thief of whom
there are few in the county.

It is intcresting to note that not a single car stolen by
Juveniles was resold. A few of them had their more valuable
accessories stripped from them but most were taken out on the
highway and driven until they ran out of gas or o0il and  werc
then abandoned. Most of the cars were returned to their owners,
with small damage. A few were damaged beyond repair am a few
others were repaired, at considcrable expensc to the owner or
the insurance companye.

Onc cannot help but be impressed by the number of runa~
wzy children during the year. Those arc childrcn most of whom
have left home becausc they found conditions thero so intollfrable
that a lifec away from homc -~ anywhere - would be prcferable. Our
expcrience has shown us that cconomic considerations have' played
but a small part in causing runaways« Tho most important rcason
is a lack of understanding on the part of onc or more membors
of the family,



HOW DOES TOLEDO STACK UP ?

. The Ohildren!s Bureau of the U.S. Government prescribes
standards for Juvenile Courts. Below is a synopsis of these
standards and in the opposite column the extent to which the
Lucas County Court measures up to each of them, at the close
of second year of reorganization.,

Jederal Govt. Standards Lucas County Conformity

1.JURISDICTION of GCourt should 1.Police, Sheriffs, and court
attach immediately: parents officers have rigid instruc-
should be notified as soon as tions to conform to this rulke.
child is apprehended.

2.When apprehended child should 2,Police and Sheriffs have
immediately Dbe placed in CARE been given discretion to

of officers ¢f court and placed detoerminc when child should
in detention only when deemed be turned over to ©parents
necessary., or placed in detention,

3.Police should COOPERATE close~  3.Crime Prevention Bureau of
ly with Juvenile Court, and the Police Dept. handles all

should uwnderstand clearly dife Juvenile cases ard coOpe~
erence between procedurs in erates closely with court,
children's and adult cases., Officers are selected for

ability to handle children,
4,POLICE  SHOULD NOT HANDLE  4.Court has had no difficulty
cases after child is apprehend.- with police or sheriff in
ed., Police should rot place this respect.
children on probation without
referring them to court.

5.Police should MNEVER hold §.,Ckhildren arc not detained
child IH POLICE STATION., When in police station, Immede
child is delivered to juvenile iately upon delivery to the
home authority of police should Child Study Institute they
terminate except for giving in- are taken over by the court,

- 10 »



*formation as to the couse of
arrest and filing formeal cone
plaint.

6,From the moment child is ap=-
prehended he SHOULD BE SHELTER-
D to the grectest possidle
extent from public observa=
tion and frcm every treatment
tending to malke him as an
offender; transportation in a
police van, esccirt by a police
officer in uniforn and any
visible pnysical restraint are
objectionatle and should be a-

voided. Tiansportation of
girls should be by viomen of=~
ficers.
7.Judge or a PROBATIO:I OFFICER

designated by him should exam-

ine 211 complaints, and after
investigation UETERMINE  what
ATYON shovld be taleen, Court

siwnld adjust all cases nith-
out fermal action when  pos-

8.SUVERVISION should be €xXer=
cised by court in "unofficial®
cases when it is desirable to
safeguerd the child or lzeep in
touch with developnents,

9.S0CIAL IXVESTIGATION should
be made in every case and
should be set in notion at the
moment of the court's earliest
knowledge of the case.

When necessary nolice have pere
mission to interview children
at the Child Study Institute.

6.Police, sheriffs and court of=-
ficers shelter children to
greatest possible extent.Transe

porteztion in scout cers is un-
avoldable but children 2re
never :ransported 7ith adults.

Children are still transported
by uniicrmod officer because
the ¢uvenile Division of the
Poliue Lipurtment is still a
uni.formed branch of the De-
partment. Girls are always tr-
ansported by women officers,

7.Court maintains 2 regulnr Come
plai nt Department. Formal act=-

ion by affidavit 1is taken
only vith  epproval of Chief
Probation Officer or Girls!

Referee. 8U% of all cases are
adjusted without filing formal
affidavit.

8.Same careful consideration is
given unofficial cases.Many un-
officisl cases are talken over
by privete sociol agencies for
supervision.

9.linited personnel had made it
impossible to meet this stand-
ard. Thorough investigetion is
made of all serious cases, but
gtaff is already overburdened

-1l -



10.PSYCHIATRIC and PSYCHOLQG=
ICAL study of the child
should be made in at 1least
ell cases where the social
investigation indicates spe=
cial need for such study;
should be made before de~
cision concerning treat-
ment; should be made orly by
a clinic or a
qualified exazminer.

11.The PHYSICAL EXAKINATIOH
should be thorousgh and all
community facilities for die
agnosis and treatment should
be utilized.

12.The HEARIVG should be held
as soon as proper notice can
be given to the parents and
within 48 hours of child's
apprehension,

13,.There should be NO PU3LIC~
ITY in a Juvenile Court
case, The hearing should be
private with no one present
not directly corcerned. Vit-
negses should not be permit-
ted inn the court room except
while testifying, Children

thorouznly

and there are not enough of-
ficers to investigate mony
minor offenders, with a view to
preventing them from becoming
serious offenders.

10.This tras the purpose of the
organization of the Child Study
Institute in August 1937. Psy=-
chiatric and psychological fac-
ilities sre now avasilable and
betireen 300 and Y400 studies can
be made annually by present
staff. All nersons meking such
studies are thoroughly trained
specizlists in their respective
fields.

11.A pediatricien examines every
child within 2l hours of  his
aerrival, He disgnoses and re-
comnends treatment but lack of
funds leaves much to be desir-
ed in the wey of treatment.

12.A preliminery hearing 1s held
the day following arrest. A
tentative finding 1is made and
the case is referred for inves-
tigation and study.

13.Little pudblicity is glven
children's cases. Names are ne=-
ver released. Vlitnesses remain
in the hearing only long enough
to testify. However, children
awvel ting hearinzg ore forced to
remain 1n a pudblic wal ting room.
Present guarters are too crovds

- 1P -



awal ting hearing should be
shielded from the public and
given necessary supervision.

14.0ne or both PARENTS or the
legal guardian of the child
should be required to be
present at all hearings.

15.Hearing should bc conduct-

cd INYORMALLY; practice and
procedurc of a criminal
court should bc avoidcd.

16,1t is imperative to pro-
vent child or parcnts from
gaining idea child is being
TRIED PR A CRIME. Rulcs of
evidence should bc borne in
-mind but this does not mcan
the hearing should be formal.

17.The court should keep
writton RECORDS of all pro-~
cecdings for refercnce in
futurc cases involving samc
Chi 1d .

18, There should be NO  JURY
trials in children's cases.

19,1t is desirable that girls'
cascs bc hcard by a properly
qualified GIRLS! REFEREE,

20.Where the Judge cannot
personally attond promptly
to all cases tho court

..]_3.-.

ed to permit any other
coursc.

14,No hearings are held in
abscnce of a parent or
legal guardian.

15.A11 hearings are inform-

al and conducted in pri-
vate chambers of the
Judge or Recfercc.

16.In cvery casc spccial
pains arc taken to cxplain
to child and parcnts that
child is not on trial for
a crime. Tke dangers in-~
heront in incompetent evi-
dence are recognized,

17.Complete and cxtensive
reccords are kept in all
cases., By law the court
must keep them confident-
ial.

18.Jury trials are forbid-
don by statute in Ohio.

19,A11 girls? cases are
hcard by a woman rcferce.d
fow extraordinary cases are
brought beforec the Judge.

20.1t has been found nec~
essary to utilizc thec ser-
vices of qualificd rof-



should utilize a properly qual-
ified Referee.

21.In all cases heard by Ref-
erees, the JUDGE should pass on
the findings and recommends~
tions and review all disposi-
tions.

22.5ufficient resources of wvar-
ious types should be available
for supervision of child in his
own home, in FOSTER HOME, or in
INEBTITUTION so that court, may
fit treatment to the child!s
need.

23, INSTITUTIONAL CARE SHOULD %be
utilized only when careful
study clearly indicates neces~
sity for it, or when repeated
attempts to adjust child to

erees daily 4in order to
keep pace with the volume of
cases.

21.A written report and rec~
ommendation in all referred
cases 1s submitted to the
Judge who makes final dis-
position after wail ting threeo
days to give parties a
chance to object to findings
and apply for re-hearing be-
fore Judge.

22.Unless home or parents
are unfit child is returned
to his own home. Durirg 1937
court began placing delin-

gquents 1in foster homes and
results to date are almost
perfect. The State provides

no institution intermediate
between foster home ani in-
dustrial school: efforts to
Place children in such in-
stitutions outside Ohio were
thwarted in 1938 by ruling
of the Attorney General, to
the detriment of the childs
ren and in some cases at in-
creased cost to the County.
Likewise the State provides
no institution for treatment
of defective delinquents.

23.In every case the court
exhausts every known pos~
sibility before committing a
child to the industrial
school. Reports for 1937

- 14 -



home life and the commu-
nity have failed.

2L.FINES should never be im-
posed in children's cases.
RESTITUTION shculd be re-
quired only when indicated
as a disciplinary measure
or to instill respect for
property rights.

25.The compensation of pro-
bation officers should be
such that the Dbest type of
service could be secured.
The SALARY shculd be com-
parable with that paid to
workers 1in other fields of
social work.

26.Not more than 5C  GCASES
should be wunder the super-
vision of one prcbaticn of-
ficer at zny one iime,

27.A definite plan for con-
structive casework, even if
tentative, should be made
ard recorded in each case,
and should be checked up at
least monthly in conference
with a CASE-WORK SUPER-~
VISOR.

28.A general minimum PRORA-
TION PERIOD of 6 months to
1 year is desirable. Excep~
tions should ©be allowed.
Length of probation should

and 1938 show marked decreased
in such ccmmitments.

24.Two small fines were imposed
in 1938, Occasionally a child
is required to make a contribu-
tion to the Community Chest.,
Restitution is frequently re~
quired.

25.Considering the education,
training ard over-time work re-
quired of probation officers
they are probably the low-
est paid public employees. The
present salary range of $1500
- $1900 is about the lowest of
any metropolitan area.

26.At the close of 1938 the a-
verage case load per officer,
was 79 with one officer hand-
ling 127 cases.

27.This requirement 1is met as
far as volume of business and
demands upon time of Chief Pro-
bation Officer and Girls! Ref=-
eree permit. The requirement
cannot be fully met without
additional personnel.

28.Length of probation is de-
termined by progress by proba~
tioner and parents in meeting -
specific requirements, that are
laid down after careful study

-1 -



be determined by needs and
progress.

29.SCHOOL AUTHORITIES should
be requested to cooperate
through weekly reports, fre=
quent conferences and de=-
talled reports for each
child on probation,

30,The court should have an

“adequate RECORD SYSTEM to
provide statistics and ready
refecrence to case materisl.
Case records should be com=-
plete.

and plonning.

29.The school authorities are
cooperating with the court in
every possible way in meeting
these standards.

30.Through » W.P.A. project
completed in 1938 detailed
statistics ill Dbe available.
Case records contain adeqguate
social, medical and psycholog=-
ical data.

- 16 =



STATISTICS

Renson for which children brought to Court

White Colorcd

Recason for Referral. Total Bovs Girls Bo¥s Girls
Larceny from propcrty 153 131 L 18
Larceny from store 99 61 25 11 2
Truancy 98 62 2C 12 4
Incorrigibility &9 32 31 11 15
Traffic Violation 80 75 1 4 0
Malicious Mischief 66 52 i 9 1
Avto theft 6U4 62 1 1
Burglary 62 54 8
Larceny from individual 53 35 2 16
Destruction of property 53 50 2 1
Runaway 53 27 15 8 3
Disorderly conduct 25 15 8 3
Scx coffense 28 15 11 2
Injury to a person 15 11 g
Forgery 7 4 3
Bicycle theft 11 8 3
Gther 62 5C 3 8 1

TOTAL 1C32 753 125 127 27
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Table Vo.2

Tvpe of Comnlaint
By
Serx and Color

-\ COLGRED _ | _ VEITE

TYPE TOTAL ' GIRLS | BOYS GIRLS | BCYS
TOTAL 1032 27 127 125 753
Formal 163 L 25 13 12
Inforual g6l 23 ) 102 107 532

! |

! i '

Takle No.3
Delinguencices by Month
By
Sex and Color

! COLORED . WHITE
MONTH TOTAL " GIRLS BOYS + GIRLS BOYS
TOTAL 1032 27 127 125 753
January 91 1 12 12 5
Fobruary 91 3 17 15 56
March 75 5 6 2 57
April 94 1 22 13 58
May 79 1 10 10 58
June 5 3 11 & o4
July 24 o 3 C 3
August 1C3 5 15 9 7!
Sentember 85 2 g 10 35
Octoter 104 2 5 18 79
Hovember 1c2 0 &) 17 79
Deocember 87 b 12 7 S

- 18 -
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Census Tract
lumber

3
35
36

37
38

39
Lo
b1
42
3
4l
b5
46
47
.48
g
50
51
he
53
54

55
56

Adams Twp.

Washinzton
Oregon
Haterville
Swanton
Springfield
Sylvania
iiaynesfield
lionclova
Spencer

Out of State

n
"
1]
§

1
n
n
L)
"
n

Table No.l4 (continued)

17

w
PO IR0

COLORED
Boys | Girls
23 2
36 8
3 1l
39 9

6
3

2
1
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Table 0.5
Age of Parcnts

Br
Sex and Color
]
A COLORED : VHITE
_ ' GIRLS 50YS i GIRLS | BOYS
GR TOTAL | TFA.! MO, | FA. W0. | FA.| 0. | FA.I IO
TOTAL 200h | 27 27 157 1137 195 (125 153 153
2L T T
25 e T T IR A
25 O TR T A T RO Y S B
27 5! '-::" - 2 ' ~;! '-! 11 2
28 T - - ol A A R
29 13 - - -1 3 1l -1 2 5
30 17 R T T -
31 19 - . 3 -y 2t b a2l ni g
32 o8 - - s T N AR SM-'o
33 L1 2 i = A S 51 6. 25
7L e 1 - - - 3 4 1 64 131 19
35 O - BT A L
36 9o 3L 7Y Lklo15) 150 Ly
37 85 1 - 4 - . ulo10 P30 61 23 Lo
38 s -2 07,11 7. 5! 38 s
30 3 0 -~ = ' 51 5 5. 7. 15, 35
40 g - 3 i 2510 L10 | 35: 35
41 83 - 1 1 8 51 &y 27 25
L2 £9 I 0= 0 3110 3 2§ L0 28
U3 76 30002 ¢ kiooy Lo 2 L3 14
e [T N W R T B S N R QP R
45 T D U S 50 51 33 26
L6 53 ] - |- i Y 5 byl 27 17
u7 se b1 pom ol iP5 3/ -] 20, ou
Lz S P31 2 | Lt 30 o9
LG 35 1 J - | 1! 4% {150 1l Tg9f ¢
50 58 I - - l 5 ’ 2 11 1} 22 25
Over 50 238 L { 1 19: 3 17 | 9 {127 | 59
o Record 246 | 50 2 [ 0] 5] 16| 13795103
Deocoased 188 L 8 ol 1b 11 13 78 35
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Table No.b

Religion of Parcnts
Bv
Sex and Color

) T [ CGOLORED  _ T p _ THITE

. .. .BOYS | GIRLS § BOYS
HELIGION | TOTAL | Fn. |to. | Fa. iMo. | Fa, |Ho. |Fn. |Mo.
TOTAL _ .} e08W | 27 |27 | 127 1127 125 léi-,l‘ill;ﬁ
Protestant 983 | 19 |23 78 1 92 L5 7752 1719 1300
Catholic 579 1 1 01 5 b2 | Lo [ 2h0 |ous
Hobrew L - - - - - - 1 3
ffone g - - 1l 2 1 - | w2 | 23
Unknown 354 5 1 25 | 18 %5 | 15 {125 } 129
Dend 52 2 2 9 9 - 21 261 12

One is imicdiately impressed by the small number of
Jewigh cases appcaring before the Court during the year.

Two things ar¢ responsible for this situ~tion in  the
eves of the Court. First it is a known fact that familvy life
among the Jewish poople is stronger than among any other peoplr
of the community. Secondly, the verv excellent work done in
family welfare by the Jewish Federation has preserved thc integ-
rity of many families which might have been adversely offected
by social and eco~omic conditions.



Table No.7.
s Racial Descent of Parents

Sex and Color

e

COLORED WHITE

RACIAL GIRLS BQYS GIRLS BOYS
MESCRNT, TOTAL {Fa. | Mo. | Fa.| Mo, | Fa. [Mo. | Fe.| Lo.
TQTAL 20fL 127 | 2t 127 [127 [125 125 7153 (753
American 1469 [22 | 24 [12h [123 89 |93 |[u8k [510
Italian 9 .2 Y 3
English 32 2 2 1 4 16 7
German 83 1 5 | 35 | 42
Hebrew 6 3 3
Hungarian 38 3 3 15 | 17
Irish 32 18 | 14
Polish 187 16 7 9 | T4
A1l Other 66 3 2 27 | 3
No Record 110 3 ° 1 10 |11 43 | ho
Dead 32 1 1 3 18| 9

-23 -




Table No.8

Economic Status of Parents »
By
Sex and Color

COLORED WHITE
t10TH TOTAL GIRLS | BOYS CGIRLS | BOYS
TOTAL 1032 27 | 127 125 75+
Affluent 1 : 0 (0] (6] 17
Comfortable 30 0 1 4 25
Harginal 333 L 42 48 279
Sub=Merginal 2g2 9 39 30 204
Depcndent 108 9 26 12 61
Not Recorded 278 5 19 31 223

Afflucnt = income in excess of $5,000
per year,

Comfortable « income less than $5,000
but able to carry themselves for U
months in case of unemployment.

Marzinal - income meeting the present
needs of the fenily, no luxuries,if
special expense incurrcd family would
necd help,

Sub-Marginal - income supplemented by
friend, relative, taking in boarders
or supplenentary relief.

Dependent - major portion of support
by other lndividual or agency.

The fact that only 31 of the 946 children brousght before-
the court were known to come from families that were entirely
self-supporting would seen to indicate that the provlem of delin-
quency is one highly correlated with financial standing of  the
fanily. In a measure this is true. It is also a knomn fact
that the above table is not entirely accurate as to the cQnd=
ition 4in Lucas County. During the past yvear our investigations

-2 -



have taken us into every community in the county. On many occa-
tions we have had brought to our attention, delinquencies com=-
mitted by children who were never referred to the court. In
many instances they were delinquencies as serious or more
serious than those of many children who were known to the court
Out of court adjustments were made by the families and the
complaint never brought to the attention of the court.

The court administration recognizes the desirability of
out of court adjustment of cases where such adjustment can be
safely and effectively carricd out. It is, howecver, important
at this time to point out that many cases brought into court
for the first time arc later found to be children who have had
previous cases adjusted out of court by the parents and friends.
Sometimes this has hapnpened on several occasions. The result
is that while the child appears to be before the court for the
first time he has actuslly been a serious problem over a long
period and that now thc bad habits have bocome so firmly fixed
as t0 require rather drastic steps for their correction.

Being fully awarc of the largec number of casecs settled
out of court, one hesitates to make any hasty generalization
condemning this procedure which has come to be accepted by a
large group in the commynity. One thing is obvious - as long
as the practice contini€s the true picture of delinquency in
community will never be known and therefore many of the well
known effective methods of treatment cannot be applied.

It has becen suggested thnt some effective plan should be
worked out for the registration of nll known cases of delin-
quency with the juvenile court in order that an effective
program for control might be developed by the community. Such
a plan need not involve the making of official court records
in 211 cases but it would provide the community with a more
accurate piciurec of the problem and offer the court e. basis
upon which to build an effective program of control.
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Table No.ﬂ

Marital Status of Parcnts

By
Sex and Color:
COLOR®D THITE
STATUS TOTAL GIRLS | BOYS GIRLS | BQYS
TOTAL 1032 27 127 129 153
Marricd 578 7 54 52 L65
Both Decad 12 2 3 3 L
Father Widowed " 70 ) 13 12 39
Mother Widowed 125 3 22 11 &9
Divorced 137 1 12 o5 99
No Record 12 0 4 5 3
Secoaratcd g9 8 15 15 51
Common Law 9 0 Yy 2 3

Much hrs becen, said and written about the cffect of bro-
ken homes uporn delinquency. Thnt it is  on important factor has
ncver been scriously questioned. Our own czporicnce in the
questioning of the various children appesring before the court
indicates that thc state of thc home does =& have an important
bearing cven more than is rcflected by the statistics of ta-
blec No, g.

The happy or unhappy ~ttitudes of the parcnts ~rc quick
ly reflected in  the children of thnt family and in tura in  the
actions of thosc children. On many onccnsions vwe have heard
children discuss i considerable dctail the potty quarrcling
which takcs placc in thc home betwcen parcnts. Onc is con-
stantly impresscd with the dcpressing cffect that such quarrel-
ing has upor the lives of small children frequently creating
in them such a feeling of unrest, dissatisfaction and fear as
to bc A Dbasic caugc for their truancy. The picture of thce
young boy constantly cxposed to the Dbickering bhetween parents o-
ver fanily finances and finally turning to petty thievery to
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secure some long desired articles which his frrilv experience
has taught him he cannot hope to accuire legltinetely 1= not
an uncommon experience of -theo-worker -ith juvenile delinauents.,

The true significance of the nicture of domestic dis=-
harmony is not revecled by Teble 0.8 +hich shows only  those
vhich have acquired 2 more or less M"lesnl statush,

WU A NN

Table 10,10

Number of Agencies
3y
Sex and Color

_ COLORED THITE
T0TAL Girls | Soys Girls | 3Boys
TOTAL 1032 27 127 125 193
0 77 2 3 9 63
1 91 2 10 8 71
2 129 3 18 13 95
a 129 2 1 16 97
11 7 25 11 7
5 154 7 31 16 105
6 107 3 6 17 z1
7 70 1 7 6 56
8 72 - - 12 60
9 28 - 1 5 22
10 2u - 1 7 16
Over 10 2L - 10 5 9
NO Record a - 1 - 7
The above table illustrates what has often been

seid about juvenile court work; namelv, that only eofter all
other agencies have tried and failed is the cass referred to
the court.
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This is as it should be. Every effort should be made
by the many private agencies in the community to affect adjust-
ments before the formality of court motion is entered upon.
The table also points out rathér ~ conclusively that these
children are in many cases scrious social misfits and their
malgdjustment has been shown in various ways, The social a~
gencies referrcd to in  the above table have furnished all
types of sncial welfarc assistance from the giving of direct
rclief to thc guidance and supervision of thc several child
wclfare organizations.

In view of thc fact that therc have been many organ—~
izations active in the case prior to the cntrancc of the Jjuv-
enile court and still the maladjustment continues it is not
surprising that a considerablc number are to be found later
listed among the unsuccessful cases of the court. The surpris—
ing thing 1is not that wc have recpecaters in juvenile court, but
that we don't have more of them,.
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_Table o,1]

Age of Delinquentg
3y

Sex and Color

COLORED WHITE

AGES TOTAL Girls| Boye Girls| Boys
TOTAL 1032 21 3,{{ 12% 7513
H > - 4 | 3 6
9 23 -

10 49 2 Z 1 37
i; g; 2 11 9
13 107 | 5 9 11 182
1L 183 2 28 17 3
15 185 7 17 4o 111‘9
16 185 Y 23 16 12
17 1 5 19 20 1o§
18 g - .~ : 2
2 ] A o B

The median age of the caseg handled by the court wag
4 years oncehalf month, Four of tho cAsSe8s werc ovor cighteen,

being made wards of the court prier to their cighteenth bArthe
day they were continued under the Jurisdietion of the court, The
median ages of zirls both egro and white ig 1L years 0 nmonths,

The median 2ze of l'egro boys is 1% years 10 nonths, and white
boys 13 years 11} monthg,

iiote 1s node at this point of the Predomincnce of boys
ovor girls and nlso thg fact that the median ege of girls is

higher than fopr boys. This finding is in keeping vith  finde
ings made in other counties comparable to lucas County,
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Table No.1®
School Attended

By
Sex and Color

T M-~ B 8
SCHOOL | TOTAL | CIRLS [BOYS I GYRIS | 50%s
TOTAL S L N Y 2 T A S AR
Auburn dale { -jﬂ' I "f %; ; - | &
Beverly | 2 ! - { = ; - 12
Birmiagham 19 ; 1 - | L ;oAb
Blessed ; { : 3
Sacrament | 3 ; - - ; 3 | =
Burnhanm j g : - ; - i -+ 8
Cathedral Chapel | L o= - . - L
Chaso | 8 ! - ~ i 7
Cherry ; ) | - | - . - &
Central High i 1k ! -] - ! 2 12
Coy ; 1 e
DeVaux ! e ; - N : R
DeVildiss High ! 21 A | 2 ;18
East Side Central { 3 ; - ; ~ ] - 3
Edgewater ! 1 I = - ; - 11
Franklin ; 2 | U
Feilbach i S 1 | | - ! - ! 1
Garficld | 5 S | 17 X
Glenwood ; 9 I - - ; - 19
Good Shewherd | 3 | f - : ~ i 3
Gunckol A [ s 1] &
Hamilton i 1 | - ! - : - 1
Holland i 9 % [ - ! e | 7
Eoly Rosary ! 4 L - : 1 I 3
Immaculate I l
Canception 1 - ~ "f 1 i -
Indiann ! 2 - - - 2
Irving | 5 - l - I )
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Iable Ho.12 {eontinucd)
School Attended

By

Sex and Color

| COLOR™D TR
SCHOOL AL P ;’ﬂ N0
Tonos Jr.Tieh Tog2 GIRLS | BOYS | GIRLS | B0YS
Lady of Pernetual - 3 2 17
Help 1 -
oo e 3 - | - 5 | 3

ibbey Hig

Lincoln ;8 E 9 6 S
Longfellow 6 _ = - 14
Maunee 3 - 2 L
licKinley 7 : = - 3
Mount Vernon 3 _ = - 7
lfathan Hale 5 - - - 3
Hativity 3 - 1 Yy
Navarre 15 - - 1 2
Newton 31 - = 2 13
Oakdale 17 - - 1 30
Parkland 16 1 - 1 16
Pickett 5 - 1 1h
Pt.Place Jr.High > : = - 2
Raymer 4 - - - 2
Riverside 25 - I 1 3
Robinson Jr.Hizh 42 - n 2 22
Roosevelt g 1 12 25
Sacred Heart Yy C 5 - E
Scott High - -
Shernen gg ? l§ 6 57
Spring 10 - 5 2
Stickney 13 - 3 - 7
St.Adelbert's 5 N - 2 11
St.Agnes 6 - = - 2
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Table No.12 (continued)
School Attended

B

Sex and Color

S S S S - S
SCEOL . 7OTAL | GIRLS |BOYS | GIHLS | BOYS
St. Anno's ; 5 [ e S B
St. Anthony ; 8 P - ; - f - 8
St. Frencis : 3 ;o o= ? ~ 13
St. Joseph : 7 N ; - i 7
St. EHedwig } 20 P - } 1 i 19
St. Marv ,f 1 IR N | = ‘ 1
St. lich nel 1 1 L= = o~ 11
St. Patrick ; b L= ; - 3
St. Stenislaus L I B : - 4
St. Stevcns , 2 R | - 2
St. Thomas Aquinns: 2 B P o= § 1 1
Sunset 5 2 S i - 2
Trilby ; 3 Lo~ - 12
Ursiline Acaderny | 1 P o P - : i -
Vocational High f 21 o= 01 | 5 115
Waite High § 33 1 e |2 (=26
Walbridge ! 5 P = - | 1 Poa
Warren : 17 Pl - ‘ 3 413
Washington ; 13 103 j - 3
Wayne | 12 A ; - 1
Webster ' Y 1 o T 142
Waittier | 8 S 30,5
oodward High | 61 P I 1 Pl Mf
Witmer i 9 - | § 5 .
Wernert's i 3 o= ] - ! - 3
Waterville ! 2 o= o = 2
Out of Yown : 20 i a P - 20
Yot Attending ; T b2 L6 12} 51
Work Permits i S o= i3 & 135
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GRADE

IOTAL

O RNV F N+

10
11
12
Special
Unknown

___TOTALS
TS PR

18
Pl
Lo
49
75
110
155
124
163
8h
30
12
Tu

Tabdle No.13

Grnde in Schonl

By

Sex and GColor

t

_33H

.. ._._COLORED

\ T WEITE

., GIRLS

a1

t

OOV I MU ND'N ~MOW ]

i
i

vxer o125
| = 1

!
]

EBOYS

1
15

8
15
26
11

9

9
12
2
2
1C

~

o]

I 61RIS

BOYS

1
g
10
L8
.15
‘ 33
.18
.5
1
{10
.15

i

!

1

153

17'
23
25
38
50
13
133
98
116
sy
23

8
L8
4l



Tablec No.ll

Source of Recferral
B
Scx and Color

COLORED WHITE
SOURCE TOTAL GIRLS | BOYS GIRLS | _BOYS
TOTAL 1032 o7 127 125 153
Police 626 5 g2 36 "02
School 102 I 13 22 63
Individunl 201 L 17 20 150
Parents 89 11 13 74 3l
Relatives 6 2 1 1 2
Othcr Agency 6 - 1 2 3
Probation Officer 1 - - - 1
Other Court 1 - - - 1




TRENDS IN DELINQUENCY

For the porieg from 1930 o 1936, the reports of the
U.s. Childrentg Burcau ghoy 2 steady put stall decreage in the
amount of delinquency handled by Juvenilea Courtg, Unofficial
reports for 1937  show & slight increase. o Teports arc avajl.
able for 1938,

The trend in Iucag County doeg not follow exactly the
trem reporteg by the Childrentg Burcau. oyp figures follow:

1935 1936 1937 193g
235 10 7 &0 1032

In 1937 both the ctourt armd tpg Police revised  thejp
Policieg gg to the handling of juvenile o0ffendersg, More inp.

offenders, The children Placed in detentjon at the Chilg Study
Institute Wwere detained slightly longer, The reason for thig
Was that parentg Were  required to €ive definito assurance of
their ability to Supervise the child during the beriod before 5
final coyrt hearing, The Subsequent investigation also includeq
a large number of conplete psychOlOgiCal examinations, espe-
cially of those boys and girls Previously known to the court,
The immediate result of this policy wag the reduction ip the
number of TepPeaters appearing before the court and consequently
8 reduction in the total number of Casts for the year,

The increase in delinquenCy as handleqd by the court ig
the result of three thingg:

1. Cloger Cooperation with the schools ang their

Attendance Departmont. Thig g reflected jp the increage in
truancy cageg handled by the court from 26 ip 1937 to 98 i, 1938,
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2. Closer cooperation with downtown merchants as
reflected in the increase 1in the number of cases referred to
the court from 136 in 1937 to 201 referred in 1938.*

3. The handling of traffic cases. In 1937 the Juv-
enile Court handled only 33 such cases, but in 1938 there were
&0.

Theft brings nearly as many children into court as all oth
er offenses combined. The most common type of theft is from the
home of a friend or relative, stcaling from the pockethook of a
parent, and stcaling from parked autos, classes as "theft from
property®. It is interesting to note that all of the thefts
from autos were from wunlocked cars and in most instances with
the stclen article in plain view from the sidewalk.,

Auto theft is another offense which is important in  Juv=
enile delinquency. In all but three cases reported to this
court last year the s tolen cars were unlocked and had the key
in the ignition. A great deal of responsibility for this type
of offense rests with the car owner himself. While the right
of an individual to acquire and possess property is fully rec
ognized, it must also be admitted that such rights also carry
with them certain responsibilities. To leave a car unlocked
with valuable property in it or to lecave a car standing at the
curb with the keys in the ignition is to place unwarranted tem-
ptation in the way of susceptible children.

*Negotiations carried out with several downtown merchants
during the year revealed that they were handling their cases aof
shoplifting without referring them to either the police or the
court. Discussion brought out the fact that they frcquently
dealt with the same boys and girls over and over again. They
had refrained from contacting the court for various reasons,
such as personal sympathy for the child and fear of undesirable
publicity for the store. The frequent examples of repetitim
by the same children served to impress upon them the fact that
a more effective handling of the problem was necessary.
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NON-SUPPORT  DEPARTMENT

Complaintss
Total complaints 1767
Cases adjusted and closed . 1395
Cases pending to Janvary 1,1939 372
Children involved in cases 4750
Total number of interviews 3062

Official Cases:

Motionss
Modification 87
To Show Cause 88

Lump Sum Judgment 54
Order of Support 1
aﬂg

Non~Support
Affidavits 9.

Total official cases e o . 335

The year 1938 showed a marked increasec in the activ-
ity of this Department.

Possibly no one feels the brunt of a dcpression or
recession sooner than the children of divorced parents.Many fa-
thers, charged with supporting their children in the custody
of the ezx~-wife, find it distasteful to pay her money even when
times are normal. When their income is reduced or cut off they
not unnaturally look after their own sustenance first and when
it comes to supporting the children they "let George do it".
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Filling the jails with such fathers is a dubious remedy,
It means the taxpayers must support the fathers often in addi-
tion to the children. It is used only in flggrant and wilful
cases. In most cases the cooperation of the fathers is enlist-
ed by patient intcrviews, helping them to obtain employment,
planning, budgeting theiy incomes, etc. Results show that it is
better to keep them gainfully employed and paying regularly,
even if inadequately, than reposing in Jjail in which latter
case everybody loses «~ children, mothers, fathers and taxpayers.

The work of the department could be made immeasurably
more effective by an increase in personnel, but curtailed appro-
priations make this impossibles Additional office space is also
necded badly.

COLLECTIONS

— e Gam o mam s wan e hem e e

The results of the policy of this department may be
judged by the fact that during 1938 approximately $120,000 was
paid through the Tolcdo Humane Society on specific court orders
for the support of minor children. This constitutes about 60% of
the total paid through thc Society for this purpose., In addition
to this, considerablc sums were paid direct to the children's cus~
todiansy; and in a few instances the money was paid through the
court.
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