
-1938-

AUNUAL REPORT 

JUVENILE COURT 

Lucas County 
Toledo 

Ohio 



I 

1938 ST J. FF

JUVENILE COURT 

Paul W. Alexander, Judge 

Executive 
L.Wallace Hoffman
Arthur G.Keller
Rita F. 0 1 Grady

- Chief Probation Officer and Referee
- Registrar and Referee
- Girls' Referee and Case Work Supervisor

Administrative 
Nellie C. Hildred 
Marcile Huebert 
Herbert DeVaucnt 

- Intake Supervisor
- Sec'y to Judge and Chief Probation Officer
- Bailiff

Probation Department 
Probation Officer and Assistant Referee 

Doris Fenneberg 

Probation Officers: 
Joseph Andriola 
Joseph Doneghy 
John Mahoney 
Ellick Ma.sla.n 
Joseph Skiba 

Marie Magerfleisch* 
Ladonia Speedwell 
Joan Wilson 
Velma Wood 

Investigators: 
Fred.a :Braun•• 
Sara Kaufman 

Clerical 
ll..yra Wheeler 
As ta Sundling 
Kate Woodside 

-Chief Clerk Mary Ando
-Clerk Catherine Beck 
-Clerk Maude Ford 

-Stenographer
-Typist
-Tjpist

• Resigned September l, 1938.
**Resigned May 17, 1938 to bti:ome ffFriend of the Courttt ,

Domestic Relations Division. 
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- C H I L D S T U D Y I N S T I T U T E -

(Formerly Detention Home)

Executive 

Edna Gordonll' 

Psychological 
Victor Raimy* 
Loyal Calkins 
Thomas Wilbur 

Psychiatric 

- Clinical Psychologist and Director

- Assistant Psychologist
- Assistant Psychologist
- Assistant Psychologist

Alfred O. La.Dine,* M.D. Psychiatrist

Medical 
I. H. Kass, M.D., Pediatrician

Supervisory 
Ralph Miller 
Charles Singleton*
Robert Lightner*
Harris Simons* 
Mary Schmidt 
Hattie Kolinski

Savanah Hunt 
Anna Mueller 

- Boys• Counsellor
- Night Supervisor
- Night Supervisor
- Night Supervisor
- Girls' Supervisor
- Girls I S1.1pervisor

- Cook
- Laundress

Temporary appointmo,,ts during 1938George Gilliotte*
Elizabeth Michelfolder*
Robert Lewinski* 

*Reoigned during or at close of year.
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KEY: 

ONE DOT=-ONE OFFENSE 



DELINQUENCY HIGHLIGHTS 
OF 19 3 8 

Some Comparative Figures 

Commitments to Industrial Schools: 
This represents n srwings to the 
taxpa;'Ters in 1937-33 of $17,000 
over the tTio previous rears, 

Delinauents Placed in Foster Homes: 
This method of treating delin
quents rras first tried in Lucas 
County in April 1937. Of the 
total of delinquent children 
placed in 1937 and. 1938 not one 
repeated the offense that led to 
the placement. Tho plrm cost 
$2, 200 as cori1pr1.red •,ri th the 
$17,000 s�ved by reducine conmit
nent to the Industric'.l Schools. 
Results so far indicate it is 
incompa.rably superior e.s a crine 
preventive. 

Repeaters: 
Previounly decl t ,.,1 Lh since Jan
uary l, 1937. 

Sex Offensns: 
Sex offe�s8S con�tituted the 
smallest single group of offe�s
es. 

Truanc:v: 
Indicates increase not in tru
a.ncy, but in the nu."'ber of cnses 
referred to court. School re
cords sho\7 actufl.11�, less tru
o.ncy in 1938. 
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DELINQUENCY HIGHLICHTS OF 19.3 8 

Traffic: 12 
Indicates ineroo.sed 1:>.cti vi t:, by 
the Juve11ile Court, These cases 
�ere previously handled in Po-
lice Court. 

Runaways! 86 
Most runa;1a,vs "have the ha.bit". 
Decrease in 193g due to recog
nition of this fact and more 
careful plnnnine to prevent rep
etition. 

?Iisohief: 205 
Much of this type of cooplaint 
non handled by the Juvenile Div
ision of the Police Department 
mth fe�er cases referred to the 
court. 

Burgln�: 54 
This figure 1s just below av
erage of three preceding year-s. 

Auto theft: 49 
In a.11 but three of the stolen 
cars the .ke�rs Tiere left 1 n the 
switch� In trtO the motors were 
running. 

Larce;y: 176 
Largest single group of offenses 
in a.11 Juvenile Courts, Increase 
largely due to fact that ma.ny 
merchants nho formerly handled 
their own shoplifting juveniles 
no\·1 refer them to the court for 
treatment. 
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ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

946 different children came before the Court a total of 1032 
times. 

84% of the cases handled were 11 unofficial 11 cases 
complaint filed, 

35% of tho children dealt with wore boys and 

• 

86% of tho children dealt with wore white and 

* 

78% of the parents wore American born: 10% Polish! 

(no formal 

15% girls. 

141 
I 

Negro. 

4% Gorman: 
and the remaining 8% divided among various nationa.li tics. 

* 

No Jewish children wore brought before tho Judge for dolinquenc,-1 
in either 1937 or 193s. 

* 

44% of tho children came from homes broken by divorce, separa
tion or death. 

21% of the children came from homes devoid of any church affil-
iation whatsoever. Almost none wore active. 

* 
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.Only 3% or the children Ct'Ille from homes that might be classed as

economically "secure". 

93% of the children had been kno'i?n to other soci�,l o.gencies be
fore coming to court. 

Less than 1� of the children t7ere active participants in the 
Y.E.C.A., Boy Scouts, or Boys' Club (formerly 'Te\1soo:rs) • 

• 

'rhc average aee of r.il l these children ttas .1us t over 14 years • 

• 

'lhe average delinauent child ,,as in the 7th grade. normally he 
should have been in the 9th. 

4�& of the cases of delinquency centered in 10 school districts 
having only 25;� of the school populr-ition • 

• 

July w1 tnessed the lea.st delinauency; Aucust, October end '.Tov .. 
ember the most. 

At the close of  the year the aver�o cn!'le load of J?robe.tion Of
ficers was 79. This is over 100;0 greater than the burden pre
scribed for most effective service, and 58;; greater thr:m the 
prescribed maximum for Juvenile Court �orkers • 

• 

Probation Officers I sela.r1es are subste.ntiel t�, lo\7er than in oth
er citie�. 
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TEE REDUCT! ON OF AUTO THEFTS AND THEFT OF A.RTI CLE5 FROM 
PARKED AUTOS CA.N BE MOST EFFECTIVELY :BROUGHT ABOUT EY THE PRI
VATE CITIZEN rather than by tho police or the court, 

Tho observation of two simple rules by every citizen in 
tho community would practically eliminate tho problem of automo
bile stealing by juveniles: 

1. NEVER LEAVE YOUR KEYS IN THE IGNITION.
2. ALWAYS LOCK YOUR CAR AND COUCEAL VALU

ABLE .AB.TI OLES IN !t'EE POCKETS OF TEE
C.ii.R OR IN THE LUGGAGE CARRIER.

A strict adherence to 
against auto theft except by 
there arc few in the county. 

this policy would give protection 
tho professional auto thief of whom 

It is interesting to note that not a single car stolon by 
juveniles was rosold. A few of them had their more valuable 
accessories stripped from them but most wore taken out on the 
highway and driven until they ran out of gas or oil and wore 
then abandoned, Most of tho cars wore returned to their owners, 
with small damage. A few nore damaged beyond repair rurl. a few 
others wore repaired, at considerable expense to tho owner or 
tho insurance company. 

Ono cannot help but be impressed by tho number of runn.
we:y children during tho year. Those arc children most of whom 
have loft homo because they found conditions there so intoltfrablo 

that a lifo away from homo - anywhere - would be preferable. Our 
oxpcrionce has shown us that economic considerations hnve' played 
but a small part in causing runaway s, Tho most important reason 
is a lack of understanding on tho part of one or more members 
of tho family. 
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HOW DOES TOLEDO STACK UP ?

The Ohildren 1 s Bureau of the U.S. Government prescribes 
'standards for Juvenile Courts. Below is a synopsis of those 
standards and in the opposite column the extent to which the 
Lucas County Court measures up to each of them, at the close 
of second year of reorganization. 

Jederal Govt. Standards 

l.JURISDICTION of Court should
attach immediately; parents
should be notified as soon as
child is apprehended.

2.When apprehended child should
immediately be placed in CARE
of officers cf court and placed
in detention only when deemed
necessary.

3.Police should COOPERATE close
ly with Juvenile Court, and 
should understand clearly dif
erence be tween procedure in 
children's and adult ca.sos. 

4.POLICE SHOULD NOT HANDLE 
cases after child is apprehend
ed. Police should r..ot place 
children on probation without 
referring them to court. 

5.Policc should NEVER
child. IN POLICE STATION. 

hold 
When 

child is delivered to juvenile 
homo authority of police should 
terminate except for giving in-

... 10 -

Lucas County Conformity 

l.Folice, Sheriffs, and court
officers hA:vc rigid instruc
tions to conform to this rtilc.

2.Police and Sheriffs have
been given discretion to
detormino when child should
be turned over to parents
or placed in detention.

3. Crime Provent ion :Bureau of
the Police Dept. h�ndles all
juvenile cases ard coop
erates closely with court.
Officers are selected for
ability to handle children.

4.Court has had no difficulty
with police or sheriff in
this rospoct.

5.Childrcn arc not detained
in police station. Immed
iately upon delivery to the
Child Study Institute they
arc taken over by tho court •



'formation as to the c�use of 
arrest Md filinr; fome.,l com
pleint. 

6.From the noment child is ap
prehended he SHOULD BE SHELTER

El) to the gre�test possible 
extent from p�blic observa
tion and frcn every treatoent 
tendi ne to make hin a.s an 
offender; t=anuportation in a 
police van, escc�t by a police 
officer in uniforn e.nd any 
visible physical re$traint are 
objectionatle and should be a
voided. T1·ansportation of 

girls should be by r:omen of-
ficers. 

7 .Judc;e or a J?RO:aATIOlr OFFICER 
desie;ne.ted by hir.i should exam
ine ell c'.".impla�.ntst and after 
i1i.,�:�UGat-.i.•)n llETEHMINE '.7hat 
At''I''.·'ON sho1.:J.cl be t:?.ken. Court 
sk,·.i.�.i adjust all ce.ses TTi th-
01_,.t fc:rr.1al action \7hen pos-

S.SUt'ERVISION should be exer
c� ·33d by court in 11unofficio.1 11 

cdses when it is desirable to 
sa.fegua.rd the child or l,eep in 
touch with developncnts, 

9.SOCIAL IHVEST!GATION should 

be made in ev<'lr;tr case and 

should be set in notion at the 
moment of the court's earliest 
knowled�e of the case. 

When necessary police heve per
mission to interview children 
at the Child Study Institute. 

6.Police. sheriffs and court of

ficers shelter child.rel'\ to
grec. test pos ni ble extent. 'l'rans
porte.tion in scout c�.rs is un
avoidable but children :;!.Te
never ',:;ra.nsported ·.nth a.dul ts.
Childr�� a�e still tr�nsported
by ur.i.-'o:mod officer because 
the ,:Jt,,:2.::Li.e Division of the 
Police I:�p�1:.·trnent is still a 
unj. fer-med branch of the De
pe.rtment. Girls a.re al·;rc\VS tr
ansported by �omen officere. 

7. Court maintains e.. re.gul�r Corn
plaint Department. Formal act
ion by a.ffidavi t is taken 
only TTith 2pproval of Chief 
Probntion Of':fi cer or Girls' 
Referee. gl�% of all cases are 
adjusted ,11 thout filine; fomal 
affidavit. 

S.Same careful cons1der�tion is
given unofficial cases. Ma.ny un
of fi ci e.l cases are taken over

by prive.te social agencies for
supervision.

9.Li�ited personnel had r.ade it
impossible to meet this sta.nd
e.rd. Thorough investig1>tion is
ne.de of all serious cases. but
staff is already overburdened
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10.PSYCHIATRIC and PSYCBOLOG
IOAL study of tho child
should be ma.de in �t least
all cases •.1hore the social 
investigation 1nd1cn.tes spe
cial need for such study; 
should be oa.de before de-
ci sion concerning treat
ment: should be made o nly by 
a clinic or a thoroU[;hly 
qualified eXBminer. 

11.Too PHYSICAL EX.l�UIATION
should be thorough and all
community facilities for di
agnosis and treatment should
be utilized.

12.The HEARIHG should be held
as soon ns proper notice can
be given to the parnnts and
within 48 hours of child's
apprehension.

13.There should be NO ?UJLIC
ITY in a Juvenile Court
case. The hee.ring should be
private ,71 th no one present
not directly com erned. 1!i t
nesses should not be permit
ted in the court room except
while testifyinc;. Children

. 

and there pre not enou6h of-
ficers to investigr:i.te mflny 
ll'linor offenders, ui th l'. v1,:m to 
preventing then from becoming 
serious offenders. 

10.This uas the purpooe of the
organization of the Child Study
Institute in Aucust 1937. Psy
chiatric ancl psycholof;ical fs.c-
111 ties ere riorr avPilable and 
bet,.,,een 300 and 400 studies can 
'be ma.d.e �.nnually by prenent 
stP..ff. All personr. rneJ�ine; such 
studies L'!re thoroughly trained 
speeielists in their respective 
fields. 

11.A pediatrician examines every
child m. thin 21!. hours or his
arrival. He diagnoses and re
comr1ends treatment but l?-,ck of
funds leaves much to be desir
ed in the ,:ray of trea.trnent.

12.A prelimine.ry hearing is held
the da,y follorrine; arrost. A
ten tn ti ve finding is made and
the case is referred for inves
tigation and stu�v.

13.Little publicity is given
children's eases. Names nre ne
ver released. Witnesses remain
in the hearine only long enough
to testify. Honevcr, children
�mai tine bee.ring ore forced. to
remain in a public waiting room.
Present quarters are too ero,rd-
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awaiting hearing should be 
shielded from tho public and 
given necessary supervision. 

14.0ne or both PARENTS or tho 
legal guardian of tho child 
should bo required to be 
present at all hearings. 

15.Hearing should be conduct
ed INl'ORMALLY; practice and
procedure of a criminal
court should bo nvoi,iod.

16.It is imperativo to pre
vent child or parents from
gaining idea. child is being
TRIED FOR A CRIME. Rules of
ovidonco should be borne in

-mind but this docs not moan
tho hearing should be formaL

17.The court should keep 
written RECORDS of all pro
ceedings for roforonco in 
future cases involving same 
child, 

18.Thore should be NO JURY 
trials in children's cases. 

19.It is desirable that girls'
cases be hoard by a properly
qualified GIRLS 1 REFEREE.

20,Whoro tho Judge 
personally attend 
to al 1 cases tho 

cannot 
promptly 

court 

- 13 -

od to pormi t any other 
course. 

14.No hearings nro hold in
absence of a parent or
legal gu.ardif-1.n.

15.All ho�rings arc inform
al �nd conducted in pri
vate chnmbcrs of tho
Judge or Roforeo.

16.In cvccy case special
pru. ns a.re taken to oxplai n
to child and parents that
child is not on trial for
a crime. Tm dangers in
horont in incompetent ovi

donco nro recognized.

17.Completo and extensive
rocords are kept in all
cases. ]y law tho court
must keep them confidont
in.l.

18.Jury trials A.TO forbid
den by statute in Ohio.

19,All girls' cases nro 
hoard by a womnn roforoo.A 
few oxtraordinn.ry cases nre 
brought before tho Judge. 

20.It has boon found noc
ossnry to utilize tho ser
vices of qualified rof-



should utilize a properly qual
ified Referee. 

erees daily in order to 
keep pace with the volume of 
cases. 

21_. In all cases heard by Ref- 21.A written report a.nd rec
erees, the JUDGE should pass on ommendation in all referred 
the findings and recommenda,-. cases is submitted to the 
tions and review all disposi- Judge who makes final dis
tions. position after waiting three 

22,Sufficient resources of var
ious types should be available 
for supervision of child in his 
own home, in FOSTER HOME, or in 
INSTITUTION so that court, may 
fit treatment to the child's 
need. 

23.INSTITUTIONAL CARE SHOULD be
utilized only when careful
study clearly indicates neces
sity for it, or when repeated
attempts to adjust child to

days to give parties a 
chance to object to findings 
and apply for re-hearing be
fore Judge. 

22.Unless home or parents
are unfit child is returned
to his own home. Durirg 1937
court began placing delin
quents in foster homes and
results to date are almost
perfect. The State provides
no institution intermediate
between foster home an1 in
dustrial school; efforts to
place children in such in
stitutions outside Ohio were

thwarted in 193g by ruling
of the Attorney General, to
the detriment of the child
ren and in some cases at in
creased cost to the County.
Likewise the State provides
no institution for treatment
of defective delinquents.

23.In every case the court
exhausts every known pos
sibility before committi� a 
child to the industrial 
school. Reports for 1937 
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home life and the commu
nity have failed. 

24.FINES should never be im
pcsed in children 1 s cases.
RESTITUTION should be re
quired only when indicated
as a disciplinary measure
or to instill respect for
property rights.

25.The compensation of pro
bation officers should be
such that the best type of
service could be secured.
The SALARY should be com
parable with that paid to
workers in other fields of
social work.

26.Not more than 50 CASES 
should be under the super
vision of one probation of
ficer at any one time. 

27.A definite plan for con
structive casework, even if 
tentative, should be made
arn recorded in each case,
and should be checked up at
least monthly in conference
with a CASE-WORK SUPER
VISOR.

28.A general minimum PROBA
TION PERIOD of 6 months to
1 year is desirable. Excep
tions should be allowe�
Length of probation should

and 193g show marked decrease! 
in such commitments, 

24.Two small fines were imposed
in 1933. Occasionally a child
is required to make a contribu
tion to the Community Chest. 
Restitution is frequently re
quired. 

25.Considering the education. 
training ard over-time work re
quired of probation officers 
they are probably the low
est paid public employees. The 
present salary range of $1500 
- $1900 is about the lowest of
any metropolitan area.

26.At the close cf 1938 trhe a
verage case load per officer,
was 79 with one officer hand
ling 127 cases.

27.This requirement is met
far as volume of business 
demands upon time of Chief 
bation Officer and Girls 1 

as 
and 

Pro
Ref-

eree permit. The requirement 
cannot be fully met without 
additional personnel. 

28.Length of probation is de
termined by progress by proba
tioner and parents in meeting -
specific requirements, that are
laid down after careful study
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be determined by needs and 
progress. 

29.SCHOOL AUTHORITIES should 
be requested to cooperate 
throuG}l rreekly reports, fre.;. 
quent conferences and de
tailed reports for each 
child on probation. 

30.The court should have an 
.. adequate BE.CORD SYSTEM. to 
provide statistics and ready 
reference to case materiel. 
Ca.se records should be com
plete. 

- 16 -

and plo,nning. 

29.Tbe school authorities a.re 
cooperating �1th the qourt in 
every possible w�y in meeting 
these standards. 

30.Through n U.P.A. project 
completed in 1938 detailed 
statistics ,,.,111 be e.ve.1lable. 
Case records contain adequate 
social. modicol and psycholog
ical data. 



S T A T I S T I C S 

Rc:cson for which children brought to Court 

Whi tc. Colorod 
Reason for Rcforral. Tot.ql :Bo�rs Girls :Boys Girls 

Ln.rccny from property 153 131 Lt 18 
Larceny from store 99 61 25 11 2 
Truancy 98 62 2c 12 4 

Incorrigibility 89 32 31 11 15 
Traffic Violntion 80 75 1 4 0 
Malicious Misc:1iof 66 52 4 9 l 
Au.to theft 64 62 1 1 
Burglary 62 54 8 
Larceny from i :1di viduo.l 53 35 2 16 
Destruction of :,,roprrty 53 50 2 1 
Runaway 53 27 15 8 3 
Disorcl.crly conrluc t 26 15 8 3 
Sex offC'nso 28 15 11 2 
Injur3r to a pnrson 19 11 3 
Forgery 7 4 3 
Bic;rclr; thnft 11 � 3 
Othor 62 50 3 8 1 

TOTAL 1c32 753 125 127 27 
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TYPE 
TOTAL 
Formal 
I nfor::ial. 

�ONTH 
TOT.AL 

January 
Fobruar7 
March 
April 
M�r 

June 
July 
August 
So�;tnmbor 
Octotc'!' 
:rovnmbcr 
De:combor 

Tablo ,io. 2 

Type, of Cor:r0lai n t 
By 

Sr·x RY:.d. Color 

I COLORED 
,_ ----·---L----
TOT.AL ' GIRLS 30YS 

- - -·· r--

1012 
163 

l 
86Lf 

I 
I 

27 127 
4 25 

2� I 102
' 
I I 
I I 

Ta t.J.c No.3 

Dnlinounncirs by iv!onth 

B:r 

Sex a,1d

! COLORED

Color 

GIRLS 
125 

18 
107 

,--GIRLS 
----..-----·-·---

TOTAL :BOYS I GIRLS 
1032 27 127 125 

91 1 12 12 
91 3 17 15 
76 5 

( 8 0 

94 1 22 13 
79 1 10 10 

8� 3 11 ( 
•; (') 

34 0 3 C 

1C3 5 15 9 
55 2 8 10 

101-; 2 5 18 
102 0 6 17 
87 4 12 7 

� 18 -

�-r:-:rTE ---
I :BOYS

753 
121 

I 
S32 

I 
I 

\'BITE 
:BOYS 

753 
6S 
56 
57 
58 
58 
( ,-
00 

31 
7\· .,

S5 
79 
79 
61-, 



C0:1sus Tract 

1 
2 
3 
LI. 

5 
6 
7 
e 

9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
11.1 
Fi 
16 
17 
lS 
1�7 
20 
21 
22 
2) 
2i:. 

27 
28 
2S 
:;a 
31 
v 

- -·r---

To tr,l 

.L 

) 
3 
J 
7 

1 c 

-/ 

27 

Deli >;.c11J_r.::c i o s 

Cr. sus Tracts-l'.38 

Colorna_ \'!"�.i te: 
3ov2 i Girls 3o-rs i Girls •i -- --·-·---. i ---·- ·:---+--- ----·-----

1 2 
2 

1 2 

3 l 

3 

- 1'; -

t ·- ' 

t L1. 
r; 
1 

3 
1-:; 

Cl 

C 

:.) 

1.:; 
.., 
! 

l 

.,� 
1-- 1 

J_c:; 

, 
l. :) 

2C 

20 
30 

j 
,., 
c:. 

12 
11 
1\. 

1--; 
2[� 
26 
'-iO 

24 
4 

l�J

-�

LI. 

5 
.., 
) 

3 

1 

1'. 

2 
3 

1 

1 

_'J 

12 

9 
1 

1 



Census Tract Total 
Humber Oases 

5l 34 
63 

35 7 
36 25 
37 51 
38 31 
39 17 
4o 12 
41 14 
42 6 
43 

6 44 
45 3 
46 31 
47 31 

. 48 13 
49 16 
50 4 

51 31 
52 19 

53 4 
54 9 
55 
56 l 

Adoms T\7!). 17 
Washington n 39 
Oregon n 

7 
.lfo.terville II 4 
STTnnton II 1 

Springfield u 4 
Sylve.:--da n l 
ifoynesfielcl " 4 
Monclova. a l 

Spencer n 2 

Out of State " 4 

Table No.4 (continued) 

COLORED 

Boys Girls 

23 2 

36 8 

3 1 
39 9 

6 

3 

2 

1 

ffiUTE 
l3o;TS Girls 

16 
7 

15 6 

29 ? 

16 1 
4 2 

11 3 
6 

3 3 

3 
23 e 

22 9 
12 l 
l
a 

26 

18 1 

2 
7 2 

1 

16 
32 

� 
2 

l 
4 

l 

3 l 

1 

2 
4 
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Tablf' ::o. 5
Age of Pnrnnts

B�r 

Sox f
f

ld Color 

COLOR:SD 
GIRLS :iOYS 

AGE. TO'l'AL FA. 
I 

MO, FA.: !vtO.I 
i 

2064 TOTAL 27 27 1127 ;127 
24 1 1 -

i25 3 ' 
i- - -
I 

26 1·, I 

3 ,_ - i - '

27 5 
'- I 

23 7 -
I 1 

29 lJ. - j 3 
30 17 j ! - -
31 19 '1 - i 2 
32 28 1 i 1 
33 41 2 l 
34 l.�2

� 35 59 - ' 2
i 36 96 3 ' 4 7 1I 

37 86 I 

4 10 ' -
38 11c; -

; 2 7 11 
3

r

!

73 l 
5 6•' 

40 9�: 3 2 10 
41 83 1 lLf s 
42 s9 3 3 10 
4� 76 3 I 2 l+ 4 
44 70 I 1 4 1 
45 76 1 j 6 4I 

46 :;:� ' L 5--',/ 
-

I 
-

47 51:. 1 I - 1 5 
43 S�; 3 1 
49 3'7 1 4 
50 58 ,, 20 

Ov0r 50 2-z o 4 1 19 3 .JO 

Io Rocord 246 5 2 lC 5 
D0cn11.sod lr<rf 

(.)6 4 8 21.r 14 
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mn'.L'E 
i GIRLS 

/ FA., i·'.O.
.125 !12)

- j 
I 

i 
1

I 1 ! 

- I 

2 
- I l 
1 r 

0 

1 r 

0 

3 l_: 

4 15 
3 6 
7 5 
5 7 
l.; 10 
5 i 8 
3 2 
I· '+ 2 
3 � 6 ) 

l.f 2 
3 
2 L! 

15 l 
1 1 

17 9 
lh -� 11 
11 13 

I BOYS

FA. EO. I 

!753 
I 1753 

I - I -
i ! 

I 3
I 

Q - i ·'

1 2 
- i 5
2 5

g 
4 3 

5 20 
r 

25 0 

i-1 19 
7 37 I 

15 lp 
23 40 
38 l. : .5 
15 35 
35 '>5 
27 25 
40 28 
43 , 14 
29 t 23 
33 20 
27 17 
20 24 
30 29 
9 9 

I 22 2S 

1
127 59 

101 I 95 
78 16 



--···-----·---

RELIGION 
TOTAL 

Pro tn st ,':'.n t 
C;-itholic 
Hoorrw 
Nono 
Unknown 
Dr'.".d 

Table No.6 

Rnligion of ?Rrnnts 
By 

Sex nnd Color 

.. -·--- ----------------�- -------------��-- --l ---GIRL�OL
�

RED 
:BOYS·-. -}--.

GIRLS t'i.rtI i, BOYS
TOTAL 

__ gQ_�_ 
9c3 
579 

4 
02 

354 
62 

_Fri.._·L:o._JFa ... Eo._t_FA._11:o, .F.::, .. !Mo, 
__ ?7 __ 21. ___ J_ 1:'2-L -�?I. ... �. �ff 5

t

1�- 1.51 7 _

_ 

\ 
19 23 I 78 92 I .. s b.:, ·n9 3 �o

l 1 : l s i 42 42 240 246
- I - _i - - 1 3 
- i 14 2 I � - 42 23 
1 1 25 rn I �o 115 125 129 
2 I 9 'J I - ?. 26 12 

On.i is im,1cdio.tAl:r impressed. by thn sme.11 nu.moor of 
Jewish cases n.ppcaring before tho Court during tho yc-".!.r. 

Two things arQ responsi�lo for this situntion in tho 
e:vos of the Court. First it is a known fnct that f Mily lifr 
among tho Jewish people is stror.ger thnn among n:,.y other fJOopl• 
of the community. Secondly, the vcr? oxcelloat work do,:i.c ir. 
fariily wolf[l,re by th0 Jewish Federation has preserved tho i-riteg-
rity of rntmy f::u::ili,,s w'..1ich might have been advorsoly offoctNl 
by social Md cco·:oraic co:-idi tions. 
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Table No.7 

Racial Descent of Parents 

Sex Find Color 

COLORED t1HITE 

RACIAL GIRLS BOYS GIRLS BOYS 

Tl�t!,.,,.,NT TOTAL Fa. Mo. Fa. llo. Fa. Mo. Fa.. Eo. 

TOTAL 20�l1 27 27 127 127 125 12'5 753 753 

American 1469 22 24 124 123 89 93 481.f. 510 

Italian 9 .2 4 3 

Ene;lish 32 2 2 l 4 16 7 

German s.3 l 5 35 42 

Hebre'l'7 6 3 3 
Hungaria11 3s 3 3 15 17 

Irish 32 18 14 

Polish 187 16 7 90 74 
All Other 66 3 2 27 34 
No Record 110 3 2 1 10 11 43 4o 

Dead 32 1 l 3 18 9 
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ttmITB 
TOTAL 
Affluent 
Comfortable 
l.larginal 
Su. b-Margi nal 
Dependent 
Not Recorded 

Table No.8 

Economic Status of Parents 
:&., 

Sex ancl Color 

COLORED mnTE 

TOTAL GIRLS BOYS GIRLS BOYS 

1032 27 127 125 75� 
1 0 0 0 1� 

30 0 1 4 25 
333 4 42 48 239 
282 9 39 30 
108 9 26 12 
27B 5 19 31 

Affluent - income in excess of $5,000 
per yee.r. 

Comfortable - incone less than $5,000 
but able to carry- thet1selvfls for 4 
months in case of unemployment. 

t!arginal - income Meeting the present 
needs of the f'ani l.v, no lm.-uries, if 
special expense incurred fanily TTould 
need help. 

Sub-Marginal - income supplemented by

friend, re la ti ve, trucing in bo�.ra.ers 
or supplenentary relief. 

Dependent - major portion of support 
by other indivichlal or agency. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -

204 
61 

223 

The fact th£1.t only 31 of the 946 children brour;ht before
the court ,·,oro knottn to come from families that '<;70re entirely 
self-supporting ,10uld seer., to indicate th�.t the problem of delin-
quency is one highly correlated r.ri th financial standing of the 
fru:iily. In a measure this is true. 1 t is also a knorm fact 
that the above table is not entirely accurate as to the cond
ition in Lucas County. Dur1ne the past year our invcsti�tions 
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have taken us into every community in the county. On many 
tions we hn,vo had brought to our attention, delinquencies 
mittod by children who wore never referred to the court. 
many instances they were delinquencies as serious or 
serious than those of many children who were known to tho 
Out of court adjustments were mnde by the families and 
complaint never brought to tho nttention of the court. 

occa
com

In 
more 
court; 

the 

The court administration recognizes tho �esirabilityaf 
out of court adjustment of ct1.sos 'l'There such adjustment can be 
safely and effectively cnrricd out. It is, however, important 
at this time to point out that ID['tny cases brought into court 
for tho first time arc later found to be ch.ildron who hrwe had 
previous cases adjusted out of court by the parents nnd friends. 
Sometimes this hRs happened on several occasions. '.me result 
is that TThile the child appears to be beforo the court for the 
first time ho has nctually boon a serious problem over n long 
period and thRt mm tho bad habits have become so firmly fixed 
as to require rather drastic steps for their correction. 

Being fully aware of the largo number of cases settled 
out of court. one hesi t,9,tes to mr:lke A.ny hasty generalization 
condemning this procedure vrhich has come to be accepted by a 
largo group in the CornJlll.1nity. One thing is obvious - as long 
�s the practice continh6s the true picture of delinquency in 
community will never be known mid therefore many of the well 
known effective methods of treatment cannot be applied. 

It hAs been suggested th�t some effective plnn should be 
worked out for the registration of ,.,,11 known cases of delin
quency with the juvenile court in order that nn effective 
progrnm for control might be developed by the com.�unity. Such 
a plan need not in11olve the making of official court records 
in �11 cases but it �ould provide the community with a more 
accurate picture of tho _problem nnd. offer tho court e. basis 
upon which to build nn effective progrron of control. 
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STATUS 

TO':i:AL 

Mnrricd 
:Botp. Dead 
Fn. thor Wido,;rcd 
Eothor i1ido1;;od 
Divorced 
No Record 
So::in.r::i.tcd 
Cor:inon Lan

Table No.9 

Marital Stntus of P�ronts 

By 
Sox R."ld Color· 

COLOR.� 

TOTAL --··GIRLS BOYS 

10"52 27 127 
578 7 54 

12 2 3 
70 6 13 

125 3 22 
137 1 12 

12 0 4 
89 8 15 
9 0 4 

ffiHTE 
GIRLS BOYS 

12>5 71=5"3 
52 465 
3 4 

12 39 
11 89 
25 99 
5 3 

15 51 
2 3 

Huch hr,s boo:1_ $Rid. n.nd wri tton noout tho effect of bro
ken hones UJ)On dolinquoncy. Thn.t it is nn inportP.nt fnctor hA-s 
never been scriousl;r qucstionod. Our own oxpcricnco in tho 
questioning of t:10 V!l,,rious children n:ppo,,ring before tho court 
indicntcs thnt tho stnto of the home docs ;:ie::tt hn::o n.n ir:iportn.nt 
bon.rir.g even r:1oro than is rofloctod b;;r tho st0,tistics of t'.1-
blo No. g. 

Tho hn:ppy or un_hnppy,-,,ttitudos of the :p!".ronts r,rc quiclf
ly rofloc tod in the chi ldron ,:,f thr-,,t fru1ily r.ncl in turn in tho 
,n,ctions of those children. On m,1,ny nccn.sions \'iC have hc"!,rd 
children discuss L1 co'1sidornblc detail tho pott�r qun,rreli ng 
which t,q,kos pll'l.co in the homo bot•,7oen parents. Ono is con-
stantly improssocl ni th tho depressing effect thnt such qu,q,rrol
ing hn,s upon tho li v,;s of srm,11 chi ldron frequently cronting 
in then such n, feeling of unrest, dissn.tisf11,ction and f()n,r as 
to bo n, bnsic cn.ua.e for their tru,_n,ncy. Tho pic:turo of tho 
young boy constt:i,ntly exposed to tho bicknring ·oot•.,con pn.rcnts o
ver fnnily finances nnd finn.lly turnii1g to petty thievery to 
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secure some long deflired �ticle� nhich hi!'l f�ril;-, e:<perience 
hns taur,ht hi:i, he cannot hope to �couire leei tinrtely i� not 
e.n uncor.1mon e:-tpericnco of --tho >,1orker ··ith juv<'nilc c.1.clinnuents. 

The true sicni:fic�nce of the 11icture of clonestic 
hnrmony is not rcvecled by ':i:e.bl� Iio. B •·rhich si..o�·,r. only 
�hieh have ?�quired � oore or less "lecnl at2tu$". 

Tc.ble :'.o.10 

Numbor of l�gencies 
:a�, 

Sex nnd Color 

dis
those 

� 
COLORED TTHITE 

70TAL Girls :Soys Girls Eovs 
'.J."U'.l.'AJ.i 1932 27 127 125 753 

(J 77 2 3 9 63 
1 91 2 10 r; 71 
2 129 3 lG 13 95 

G 
129 2 ll� 16 97 
11)! 7 25 11 71 

� 
15�3 7 31 16 105 
107 3 6 17 31 

7 70 1 7 6 56 
g 72 - - 12 6o 
9 23 .. l 5 22 

10 24 - l 7 16 
Over 10 2ti. - 10 5 9 
MO Reoord (".' 1 7" - -

The cbovc 
sr.id nbout juveriile 
other agencies have 
the court. 

tablP- illustrates �hat has often been 
court work: nanely, that only ,"fter all 
tried and failed is the case referred to 
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This is as it should be. Every effort should bo made 
by the maey private agencies in the community to aff cc t adjust-
mon ts before the formality of court motion is entered upon. 
The table also points out rather···· coriclusi vely that these 
children arc in many cases serious social misfits and their 
mal�djustmont has boon shown in various ways, Tho social a
gencies referred to in tho above table have furnished all 
types of social welfare assistance from the giving of direct 
relief to the guidance and supervision of the several child 
welfare organizations. 

In view of the fact that thero have boon many organ
izations active in tho case prior to the entrance of the juv
enile court and still tho maladjustment continues it is not 
surprising that a considerable number nrc to be found later 
listed among the unsuccessful cases of tho court. Tho surpris
ing thing is not that wo havo rcpoators in juvenile court, but 
that we don•t have more of them. 

• • • * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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AGES TOT.AL 

TOTAL 1032 
0 33 
9 23 

10 t�g
11 51 
12 63 
13 107 
14 183 
15 185 
16 185 
17 1l}9
18' 3 
19 0 
20 

Tnblc Ivo. l�

A.(so of Delinquents
3y 

Sex and Color

COLO.RED 
Girls Boxs 
27 127 _
- l 
- 4 
2 9 
- 6 
2 11 

5 9 
2 28 
7 i7 
4 23 
5 19 
- -

-

WHITE 
Girls l3o_,y_s 
125 7li._ 

1 31 
3 16 
l 37

4 

41 9 l�l
11 82 
17 136 
42 119 
16 142 
20 105 
- 3
- -

1 -

The modi�n ago of the c�ses handled by the court waslh yea.rs onc-hc-.lf month. Four of the Cl'l.ses TTero over oiehtcon, being m."lde '17ards of the court prior to their cit:;htf3enth birth. dn,y they were continuco. under tho jurisdiction of the court. Tho median aeos of girls both �-regro e..nd r,hi te is 14 yee.rs G months..Tho median t?t;o of l!eero boys 18 13 yen.rs 10 nonths, nnd Phi toboys 13 yen.rs ll} months. 

i,oto is mcde e.t this point of the prod.ominc.nce of boysovor girls �nd nloo the fact thnt tho medinn �e of girls 1s higher than for boys. This findine is in keeping nith findings mnd0 in other counties conparnble to Lucas County.
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------·---· · . . . 

SCHOOL 
TOTAL 

Auburr-.d-A-_l_c __
Beverly 
:Bi rmi ngha.m 
lll0�s0d 

Sacr8mc:1t 
Burnhron 
C�thedral Ch�pP-1
ChA.SO 
Cherry 

Ccn tral High 
Coy 
DcVnux 
DoVilbiss High 
Enst Side Central 
Edgewater 
Frnnklin 
Feilbach 
G

Q
rficld 

Glen1Pood 
G-ooa. Shcnhord
Gunckol 
Ea.mil ton 
Holland 
Hol3r Rosa17 
Immaculato 

Conception 
IndiPJ1r-1. 
Irvin.g 

8 
6 

14 
1 
2 

21 

3 
1 
2 
1 
5 
9 
3 

73 
1 
9 
4 

1 
2 
5 

Table No. l� 
School .Attnndcd 

By 
Sex nn.d Color 

. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

- 30 -

- ) 

i 
- !

I
- I

!
- i

I

12 i 

I 
- I

- I

1 

J. 

1 

2 

2 

- I

i I 
- i
1 i 

! 
2 
1 I 

I 
i I 
- I

J

g 
4 
7 
6 

12 
1 
2 

18' 
3 
1 
2 
l 
4 
9 
3 
4 
1 
7 
3 

2 
:5 



SCHOOL 

Jones Jr.High 
Ll'l.dy of Perpetual 
Help 

Lagrange 
Libbey High 
Lincoln 
Longfellon 
Me:w:1ee 
t'.cKinley 
Mo1U1t Vernon 

liathan Hale 
Hativi ty 
Navarre 
lfo,1ton 
Oakdale 
Parkland 
Pickett 
Pt.Place Jr.High 
Ra.vmer 
Riverside 
Robinson Jr. Hi[�h 
Roosevelt 
Sacred Heart 
Scott Hi6h 
Shermen 
Sprint: 
Stickney 
St.Adelbert's 
St.Agnes 

Table :Io.12 (continued) 
School At tended 

Sex end Color 

COLOR� ·.mITE
TOTAL GIRLS BOYS GIRI.S :BOYS 

22 - 3 2 17 

l 
' 

-
-

- l 36 - - 6 30 30 1 9 6 14 14 -
-

- 14 6 -
- 2 4 

3 -
-

-

37 -
-

... 73 - -
-

35 -
- 1 4 

3 ... - 1 2 15 
-

- 2 13 31 -
- l 3017 -
- 1 1616 l - 1 14

2 -
-

- 2 
2 -

-
- 2 4 -

- l 3 25 - l 2 22 48 - 11 12 25 
8 l 5 - 2 4 -

-
- 450 5 12 6 27 50 -

3 5 1�2
10 - 3 - 713 - - 2 11 
2 -

-
- 2 6 -

-
- 6 
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TA-ble No. 12 ( continued) 
School Attended 

B:r 
Sex ::i:rid Color 

-- - ---- ------·---r----
i 

I . COLORED ' "dEIT·E 
SCHOQ

·�-. 
··---------,-- r;:'OTAL _"" __ --f GIRLS _ _[ BOYS_.-! __ GI��LBOYS-.=

St. k,•10 1 s , 5 . - 1 - , - I :5 
St . An L10 ny g 

' / - 1
· 8 

i -St. Fr,"'.ncis 3 i / 3 
St. Joseph 7 1 - I 7 
St. Hedr1ig 20 1 - 1 ! 19

! ISt. �!ir,r;v 1 i -
1.

l 
St. :.�ich . .-.,ol 1 , - 1 
St. Pntrick 4 1 I 

43St. Str-inislaus 4 i - - I 
St. Stevens 2 l j
St, Tho:.1as Aauinri.s: 2 l

i 
Sunset 2 ! - - I 
Trilby 3 1 - 1 
Ursi line Ac0,clor,1;'.( 1 1-
Voc".tionn,l High 21 5
Waite High 33 2

! 1

Walbridge 5 
1

WRrron 17 3
Wn.shington n 

1 
1 

I -
9 

2 

1 
2 
2 

15 
2G 
4 

13 

Wayne 12 
Webster 4 1 

' - - i 12
\ 

� I � Whittier 3 
Woodw0,rd Higl1 61 
Witmer 9 

Wcrnort 1 s 3 
Watorvillo 2 
Out of �ow� 20 
:rot Atto:1dL1g 71 
Work Permits 46 

2 
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1 

6
3

12 1· 
L!,8 

5 1, 

12 
8 

/ 3
2

20 

51 
35 



·· -- · ·  --�--------------···------ ... --·- -- -----

Tao le No. 13 

Grr,,do in School 

Sox [v1d. Oolor 
- - - ·-·· ·--------------- --------· 

Gfu\TIE !�,-����� _:_ ; _G�f��R�_Gi�;T�OYSTOiAL ____ --·--·--r------- _
18_ ..... _ .. ·--- .... L. _;_. __ u__ .. --�------�·-·-; - �1 

2 24 1 23 
3 42 16 1 25 
4 49 3 8 33 
5 75 2 15 8 50 
6 110 1 26 10 73 
7 155 3 11 8 133 
8 124 2 9 15 98 
9 16� 5 9 33 116 

10 86 2 12 18 54 
11 30 2 5 23 
12 12 1 2 1 3 
Special 74 6 lC 10 48 
Unknown 67 2 6 15 44 
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SOURCE 
TOTAL -· -·--·---- - . -
Police 
School 
I !1.di vidun..l 
Pnronts 
Rolntivos 
Othor Agency 
Prob�tio!'l Officer 
Other Court 

Table No, 14 

Source of Referral 

B;r 
Sox n.nd Color 

COLORED 
TOTAL GIRLS BO 

10 2 2 12 

626 6 82 

102 l.1- 13 
201 4 1 7 

�, 

89 11 13 
6 2 1 

6 l 

1 
1 

502 
63 

150 
31 

l 2 

2 3 
1 

1 



• 

THfN0S IN DE_llf�OUE�OY
For the period from 1930 to 1936, the reports of the

U.S. Children's Bureau show a steady but small decrease in the

amount of delinquency handled by Juvenile Courts. Unofficial

reports for 1937 show a slight increase. No reports arc avail

a.blo for 19}8.

The trend in Lucas County does tron:l reported by the Children's Bureau.

1_92* 7 

not follow exactly thoOur figuros follow:

193g 
----

1032 Two influcn•cs arc found to be operating to affect these

totals. The first is the policy of the court and the second

the policy of the police department. 
In 1937 both the court am tho police revised their

policies as to the handling of Juvenile offenders. II.ore in

tensive work by the court was directed toward r-unaways and first

Offenders. Tho children placed in detention at t he Child Study

Institute were detained slightly longer. The reason for this

was that parents were roquirod to givo definite assurance of

their ability- to supervise the child during the period before a

final court hearing. The subsequent investigation nlso included

a large number of complete psychological examinations, espe

Cilllly of those boys and girls previously known to the court. 

The immediate result of this policy was the reduction in the

number of repeaters appearing before the court and consequently

a reduction in tho total number of cases for the year. The increase in delinquency as handled by the court is

the msult of threo things: 

1. Closer cooperntion with the schools nnd their

Attendance Dopartmont, This is reflected in the increase in 

truancy cases handled by the court from 26 in 1937 to 98 in 1935.

- 35 -



2. Closer cooperation with downtown merchants as
reflected in the increase in the number of cases referred to 
the court from 136 in 1937 to 201 referred in 1938.* 

3. The handling of traffic cases, In 1937 the Juv
enile Court handled only 33 such cases, but in 1933 there were 
80. 

Theft brings nearly as many childron into court as all oth
er offenses combined. Tho most comr.1on type of theft is from the 
home of a friend or relative, stealing from tho pocketbook of a 
parent, and stealing from parked autos, classes as 11 theft from 
property". It is interesting to note that all of the thefts 
from autos wore from unlocked. cars and in most instances with 
tho stolen article in plain view from the s idewalk, 

Auto theft is another offense which is important in Juv
enile delinqµency. In all but three cases reported to this 
court last year the s tolen cars were unlocked and had the key 
in the ignition. A great deal of responsibility for this typo 
of offense rests with the car owner himself, While the right 
of an individual to acquire and possess property is fully rec
ognized, it must also be admitted that such rights also carry 
with them certain responsibilities, To leave a car unlocked 
with valuable property in it or to leave a car standing at tho 
curb with the keys in the ignition is to place unwarranted tem
ptation in the way of susceptible children. 

*Negotiations carried out '1ri th several down town morchar. ts
during tho year revealed that they were handling their cases of 
shoplifting without referring them to ei thor tho police or t:r£ 
court. Discussion brought out the fact that they frcquentiv 
dealt with the same boys and girls over and over agnin. They 
had refrained from contacting the court for various reasons, 
such as personal sympathy for the child and fear of undesirable 
publicity for the store. The frequent examples of repetition 
by the same children served to impress upon them the fact that 
a more effective handling of the problem was necessar;J. 



NON-SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

Complaints: 

Total complaints 1767 
Cases adjusted and closed 1395 
Cases pending to JanU-"iry 1,1939 372 
Children involved in cases 4750 
Total nUJ:1b0r of interviews 3062 

Official Cases: 

Motions: 
Modification 
To Show Ca.use

Lump Sum Judgment 
Order of Su:pport 

Non-Support 
Affidavits 

Total official cases 

87 
gg 

54 

¾ 

335 

The year 1938 showed a marked increase in the nctiv
i ty of this Department. 

Possibly no one feels tho brunt of a depression or 
recession sooner than the children of divorced parents.Many fa
ther_s, charged with supporting their children in the custody 
of the ex-wife, find it distasteful to pay her money even when 
times are normal. W'nen their income is reduced or cut off they 
not unnaturally look after their own sustenance first and when 
it comes to supporting the children they 11lot George do it" .. 
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Filling the jails with such fathers is a dubious remedy. 
It means the taxpayers must support the fa the rs of ton in addi-
tion to the children. It is used only in flagrant and wilfµl 
eases. In most cases the cooperation of the fathers is enlist-
ed by patient interviews, helping them to obtain employment, 
planning� budgeting their incomes, etc. Results show that it is 
better to keep them gainfully employed and paying regularly, 
even if inadequately, than reposing in jail in which latter 
case everybody loses • children, mothers• fathers and taxpayers. 

Tho 
more effective 
priations make 
needed badly. 

work of the department could be made immeasurably 
by an increase in personnel• but curtailed appro
this impossible, Additional office space is also 

The results of the policy of this department may be 
judged by the fact that during 193g approximately $120,000 was 
paid through the Toledo Humane Society on specific court orders 
for the support of minor children. This constitutes about 60% of 
the total paid through tho Society for this purpose. In addition 
to this, considerable sums were paid direct to tho children's cus
todians• and in a few instances the money was paid through the 
court. 

* * * • • * • * • * * 
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