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Fo r ewo r d

The administration of the court and the completion of 
the various services reported in the following pages have 
been made possible only through the cooperation of numerous 
individuals and organizations working in close relationship 
with the court staff. To indicate all the persons and or
ganizations by name would be to publish a directory of the 
churches, the.leadir.g governmental agencies, the public and 
private social agencies and the more active men's clubs and 
women Is clubs. 

To all who have so graciously contributed of thei� 
time and re sources for the benefit of the children and 
families appearing before the court, we are most grateful. 
We fully recognize that the acco�plishments reported here
with have been made possible only by the enthusiastic co
operation of the community itself. 

* * ... * •
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SINGLE SENTENCE 

0 F 1)ELINQ,UENCY 

The median ages o! children

white bcys--14 years _4-1/2 months;

3-1/3 months� negro boys--13 years

14 years 3-1/2 months.

SUMMARY 

JJ A. T A 

before the court are:

white girls-14 years

9 months; negro girls-

Negrc boys get into trouble at an earlier age than do

all other children.

rwenty-eight traffic viclators had. their licenses sus

:pe:r..ded. for periods rangir_g from cr_e mor..th to one year. 

Only three child.ren placed. in foster homes have vio

late1 their probation in the past three years. 

More than half of the children appearing before the

court were retarded in school by a year or more. 

Although 1939 TTitnessed an increase.in the nurr�er of

delinq_uent cases, the i.r-crease is ir.. minor offenses vrith a

dro:p in some of the more serious offenses. 

only one child in four had ever had any contact with

any of the character building organizations of the commun

ity prior to court Qppeara.nce ar..d most of these children

were out of touch with such organizations at the time of

the delinquency.
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The large majority of delin�uent children came from 
families of marginal or sub-marginal economic levels; only 
one in 14 came fr9m a family able to maintain it�elf for 
more than three months in the event of loss of employment 
by the wage earner. 

Eight out of every ten children before the court had 
been known to one or more of the various social agencies 
before being brought into court. 

Auto theft by juveniles ryas on the downgrade. 

In almost every instar..ce where a car ,,as stolen by a 
juvenile the owner had left tho keys in the ignition. 

More than half of the children who committed delin
quent acts were accorepanied by one or more other children. 

January showed the largest number of cases; February 
ar..d November the smallest number. 

The largest single offense was larceny which accounted 
for nearly half of all the children in court. 

Ono hundred sixty-four or 14% of all the cases were 
exonerated or dismissed as being of such trivial nature as 
not to warrar.t action by the court. 

The increase in the !'_umber of repeaters reflects the 
increased volume of work. placed on prooation officers. 
Effective work with delinquents can be carried on only 
when the volume is limited. 
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T•.'To-thirds of all the children before the court '.'Tore 
associated with ono or moro other children in thoir delin-
quency. 

Nearly one-half of a ll the children in court came fr�m 
broken homes. 

probably no one of the tables presented in this rerort 
indicates as clearly as table number 9, page 15, the serious
ness of the problem presented by tho delinquent children of 
tho community. 

***** 
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T H E C O U R T 1 S PLACE IN 

THE C O M M U N I T Y 

Social welfare forces of the community are co�tinually 
at work to alleviate suffering and to help in the adjust
ment of family ar..d personal problems of our citizens. Many 
of these welfare agencies are limited in work they can do-
limited by lack of funds and lack of authority to function. 
Most of the children brought before the court have already 
been under the treatment of one or more of these aPencies� 
Yet in spite of such treatment we find that the chil�ren 
and in many cases the families themselves have failed to 
adjust to the needs of the community in which they live� 

In the face of these failures the court is called upon 
to take over and work out a solution which will make the 
children useful members of the community. It is obvious 
that if such a program is to bo effective it must embody 
certain characteristics that were not present in previous 
efforts at adjustment. Every effort has been made by the 
court to e�uip itself nith the necessary personnel to prop
erly iiagnoso the problems. In this we feel that a pro
gressive piece of work has been done. Results achievei 
during tho past few years have borne this out. We recog
nize however that there is still much room for improvement. 

FACILITIES REQ,UIRE EXTENSION 

Thero is need for tho extension of tho treatment fac
ilities of the cou.rt. Just as a hospital may be handicap
ped by the lack of necessary equipment for tho treatment of 
rare ar..d persistent diseases, so the court is handicapped 
by tho lack of ability to carry out some of the methods of 
treatment which we have found to oe effective. 

During the past three years uo have found, in coremon 
vri th the experience of other courts over the cou:n.try, two 
methods of treatment which are effective in dealing with 
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delinqucr.ts. Ono of these has boon introduced to a limited 
degree in Lucas County. That.is tho placemcr.t of delin
quent children in foster homes. This is explained on pago 
gin "Tho Foster Homo Problemn , 

INTERMEDIATE INSTITUTIONS 

A second method of treatment, which we have been un
able to use in boys r cases, rnigh t be referred to as the in
termediate institution. We have, on occasion, found it ad
visable to placo boys under institutional care of a type 
that would give more freedom of activity than is possible 
at tho Industrial School. Several such institutions are 
located in nearby states ani could be used if state law 
pormi ttei such placement. Lacking such enablir..g legi sla
t ion we have been forced to omit this method. In place of 
it we have accepted a 11 seccnd best" treatmez:t :progrnrn. In 
many instances this 11 second. oest11 plan has "boon ineffective 
and it has boon necessary to resort to Industrial School 
commitment later. 

We aro firmly of tho or:inion that a more liberal ap
plication of the foster homo policy and the use of existing 
high-grade insti tut.ions for delin(luent chiliiren r10uld red 
1iuce tc a minimum the nwnbcr of children committed to the 
state ind.ustrial school ar.d i7ouli be reflected ir. a reduc
t ion in the OL1oun t of a:iult crime nnd the additional burden 
on the to.:x.po.yors en tnilod. thoreoy. 

J)clinq_ucnt behavior must be d.cal t with firmly though 
kindly. Failure to use both firmness and kindness will in
evitably result in the continuation or extension of delin
q_uont car.duct ar..d in the lor.g run tho community nill pay 
many times over for a penurious policy carried out in tho 
dealing \71 th juvenile dulinquents, '.Cho career of crime has 
its beginning in tho age of public school nttondQr.c0. If 
its devastating effects upon society arc to bo chedkod tho 
delinquent cnreer must bo hnlt,ei and turned into construc
tive chnnnels nhilo the chili is still of school ago. 
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FROFESSIOHAL ACTIVITY OF STAFF 

The field of child care is a field of constant change. 
Recent years have seen great strides made in the improvomont 
of the care for delinquent and depender..t child.re"'" by the 
cou .. TJ.ty" Roco6.r..izir:g this treI'.d 1 staff members of the court 
h2yo corc.tinue1 their studies through nearby 1.L.":.i•r<:rsit:.es ar .. d 
co·�lct;os" r,uring tho year 1939 eight staff members were en
rollci in various classes given by the University of Toledo 
and 1:y the University of MichigaJ1. 

'I'hc Lucas Oour.ty Juvenile Court is used as a training 
center by Ohio state University and tho University of Michi
gan" AdvaLcei stu1en ts in social 1.70rk are placed in the 
court for periods ranging from eight to ton weeks. As stu
dents in training they receive iE�o·'.:;:uction in the duties of 
a pro·oation officer, cporating u".la.or tho supervision of the 
chief probation officer or tho girls' referee. 

In ad.clition to the forGgoing five members of t:10 staff 
have engaged in part time teaching and lecturing at_ the Uni
versity of f·oledo and the Graduate Institute of Social and 
Public Administration of the University of Michigan. 

* * * * * *
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THE FOST3R HOM Z PR0BL3H 

If a man contracted tho plague from living in an in
fected house it wouldn't make sor..sc to try to cure him in 
that same infected house. FThon a child contracts habits of 
dolinquon t behavior from living ir. a dofinitoly v1c19us 
home and environment. it doosn t t make sonso to try to cure 
him \'!hilo ho still lives in such a coss-pool of iniq_ui ty. 

Tho very bost knoTir. method of corroctir..g tho childls 
misbehavior, in such a case, and provonting him from becom
ing a hardonod criminal, is to remove him from the vicious 
surroundings ar..d place him not in a prison or reformatory 
or industrial schcol ( ',7i th raro oxcoptions) but in a :pri
vate homo thnt is clean physically and morally and where 
tho child i7ill onjoy tho intelligent ar..d affectionate :par
ental supervision and training that is the birth-right of 
every child. such homos aro called foster homos. 

LO�S IT TTORK ? 

Lucas County started tho use of foster homos in 1937. 
Each homo was selected. '.,ith a view to rpecting the particu
lar problems of tho child involved. Tho court continued 
supervision thro1.ighout tho placement. Qvor 120 childron 
have boon so placed. Just three have ropoatod. tho delin
quent conduct that led to their placement. 

A batting average as close to 1000% as this is more 
than anyone has a right to expect vrhon dealing with dofin
i to dolinq_uoncy. 

'\7HY NO 'I' UGZ ! T HORE ? 

However foster homes aro usc,i ir.. only a small propor
tion of tho cases that would really profit by such troat
mon t. (Of course, not ovi";ry case of delinquency requires 
a foster homo). Thero aro three reasons for this apparent 
neglect: 
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1. Insufficiency of funds. The county pays tho foster
parents $4,00 por ,.,cok in most cases (tho natural paror..ts 
aro aloost always unable to pay anything at all), Whilo 
this is but a fraction of TThat tho county pays for tho care 
of dependent children in tho institution maintain�d for 
that purpose, and is smaller than tho amount paid by other 
counties placing children in northnostorn Oh'o, Lucas 
County's funds for this purpose arc so limi tcd that ·.the 
court 1 s work is har..dicappod--and tho children suffor--ar..d 
ultimately tho taxpayers, too. This cour..ty has lost smror
al good foster homos duo to the competition of other coun
ties with more funds. 

UANTED: CHILDB3N 1 S CLOTHI�G 

2, Lack of funds to clothe children. This has caused 
some foster parents to refuse to accept children from Lucas 
County and has led others to return children rtlreaa.;,- placed 
(more thnn·once TTith disastrous consequences). Of course 
those parer.ts !-::r..9•., that other counties not or..ly pay up to 
$6,oo or $7.00 per TToek but furnish clothing and medical 
service as uell. 'Tho GoodfolloTT Nm1sboys, the Elks and 
other friendly organizn.tions have frcq_ucntly come to ou.r 
roscuo a.nd provided money for clothing to or..n.blc childrol'.l 
to romnin in foster homos, but their funds arc not inex
haustible, ar..d acute situatio�s arc constantly arising. 

3. Lack of a houo-findur. iV'hi lo free homes ar..d v1i=igc
homes nre al•."'.'ays scarce thoro is no apparor.t lack of good. 
foster homos in this part of Ohio. Tho problem is to fir.d 
them. This requires tho full-time services of one exper
ienced, trained homo-finder ,ri th plon ty of ingonui ty and. 
sound judgment. Tho court has boon and probably TTill con
tinue to bo too ovor-TTorkod and undor-staffoi to employ a 
homo-fir..dor. Tho probation officers aro forced to spend 
hours ar..d days scouring the country for homos, during 1:1hich 
time thoir work nith tho dolinquor..t children must romnin at 
a standstill. 

* * * ... *
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Table No. 1 

TRE:::::cs OF Tiu; PAST FI\GJ YEA..'l'.lS 

1939 1938 1937 1936 1935 
Commitments to Iniustrial 

Schools 33 36 26 49 57 
Delinquents placed in foster 

homes 44 45 32 
Repeaters 283 197 193 530 635 
sex offenses 33 23 25 47 57 
Truancy 129 93 39 94 22 
Traffic 68 30 33 24 12 
Runaways 100 53 236 135 36 

Malicious mischief 107 65 130 147 205 
:Burglary 94 62 37 9B 54 
.A,uto theft 32 64 50 74 49 
tar ceny from stores, etc. 111 )305 294 176 
I,arceny from individuals 47 ) 

209 

Total delinquency cases 1203 1032 896 1232 1043 

Table No. 2 
DELINQ,UENCIES :EY T.HZ MONTH 

Vl'hite Negro 
l!ion th J3oys Girls Boys Girls Tctal 

January 99 25 10 2 136 
Fe�ruary 59 16 8 1 84 

Marer. 68 17 12 6 10; 

April 70 13 7 1 9b 
May 67 17 32 3 119 
June 65 13 22 4 104 
July 64 15 13 2 94 
Augc1st 57 15 13 3 ss 

Sept8mber 64 15 11 1 91 
0ctober 75 15 12 6 103 
Novemoer 54 10 16 4 84 

necerr.oer 55 18 22 1 96 
-

34 797 194 178 1203 
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Table No, 3 

OF:E'EHSES FOR WHICH BROUGHT INTO COURT 

i7hito Negro 

Offense Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Group I 
Truancy 83 36 9 3 131 
Runaway 50 39 8 3 100 
Traffic violation 62 2 6 70 
Incorrigibility 19 25 4 8 56 

Group II 
Larceny from store 69 24 14 3 110 
Larceny from person 24 9 12 1 46 
Larceny of auto 27 5 32 
LRrcony of bicycle 26 3 7 1 37 
Lnrcor..y, all other 154 50 3 207 
Burglary 80 3 12 95 
Forgery 1 2 � 

Robbery and hold-up 9 9 

Group III 
Malicious mischief 91 5 10 106 
Creating nuisar.co 9 3 5 17 

Group IV 
sex offor_sc 30 36 9 7 82 
,Arson 5 5 

Group V

All other 59 s 25 5 97 

797 194 178 34 1203 
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Table No. 4 

DISPOSITION OF CASES

White }Tegro 
Disposition Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Probation to a court 
officer 177 54 74 10 315 

rro'bation to an 
agency Ticrker 67 35 4 3 109 

Probation to individuals 134 4 14 2 154 
Corn.mi t te d to Industrial 

School 16 1 10 6 33 
Oomnittei to other 

correctional school 3 3 
sentencei tc Ohio state 

Reformatory 3 5 g 

To other institution 
(ncn-ccrrectional) 7 3 10 

parole violator 
returned 2 2 1 5 

Continued on parole 3 3 
Runaway returned 14 g 5 27 
Fineri 5 5 
I;rivers licer..se 

suspend.e1 25 2 1 28 
Restitution 31 1 3 35 
Returned. to care of 

institution 4 1 5 
Flaced. in foster home 13 3 6 1 23 
custody to one of parer.. ts 9 3 3 15 
Other 62 19 16 1 98 
Exonerated or dismissed 

as too trivial 119 30 10 5 164 
Ad.justed. 106 27 25 5 163 

797 194 17s 34 1203 
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Table -No. 5 

TYPE OF COMPLAINT 

Whito Fogro 

Typo of Complnint Boys Girls ]oys Girll'1 Total 

Ir-formal 698 164 130 25 1017 

Formal 99 30 48 9 186 

797 194 178 34 1203 

Ta'blo No. 6

13Y nISTRICTS 

White Nogro 

:District Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

rrc st 'Io lcdo 35 4 1 40 

Collir..gvrood 45 10 3 2 60 

'\7CS t End. 48 5 
�� 
.J -

No'braska 49 11 11 1 72 

South 84 27 5 116 

zast Side 161 20 7 188 

North End 53 1$ 1 72 

Lagrnngc-stickney 81 lS 2 101 

Do1.mtcw. 77 31 15 123 

pinc:•,70od 19 13 122 30 184 

Ad.ans ToTI!'.ship 24 4 28 

Jorusnlom Term.ship 8 2 10 

Un.shir_gton Tonr_ship 20 r- 25 
J 

Oregon Tci'mship 15 1 16 

Svm.nton Toffi"_ship 4 4 

Spri:r_gficld Tol'mship 5 5 

Syl vnnict To\"mship 5 2 7 

Mor_clova To•:mship 4 4 

out of Cour._ty 57 26 12 95 

797 194 178 34 1203 
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Tab le No. 7 

TABLE SHOWING COURT APPEARANCES 

Vlhite NegT0 

Appearance in court Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Number of different 
children in court 707 176 134 28 1047 

Number previously in 
court at any time 177 18 84 9 266 

Number previously in 
court in 1939 72 15 33 4 124 

Table No. 8

MARI'IAL S'IATUS OF PL-q:£1TTS 

Marital status White Negro 

of  parents Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Married 489 86 53 7 635,;'. 

one parent dead. 79 21 47 6 15:( 
I)ivorcei 52 26 7 6 911

Separated 43 22 27 2 94 

Ho. divorced & remarried 27 5 2 2 36,

Mo. widowed & remarried 22 9 12 43 ,. 

Fa, widowed & remarried 18 1 g 7 34 .,

I)i V • and both remarried 12 9 21, 

Fa, divorced & remarried 5 1 1 1 Sr, 

Both pare�ts dead 4 4 10 1 19" 

Common-law marriage 1 2 1 4,, 

Not married. 5 4 6 15 

No recori 40 4 5 1 5c 

797 194 178 34 1203 
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Table No. 

CASES KN')WH TO OTHER SOCIAL AGEFCIES 
FRIOF. TO FF.BSENT :DELINQUENCY 

Number of agc:r..cios thnt White Nogro 
hn,ve knoTin family :Beys Girls :Beys Girls Total 

Ncnc 152 29 13 5 199 
1 73 2C 7 l 101
2 91 13 15 9 133 
3 93 16 28 1 138 
4 84 15 37 3 13s 
5 84 22 29 9 144 
6 54 20 19 1 94 
7 30 13 6 5 59 
8 26 B 12 46 
9 and over 27 lS 3 48 

Not rogi stcrod. 33 10 9 102 

797 194 178 34 1203 

Table No. 10 

EconoM IC STATUS 

i7hito Negro 
Economic Status Eoys Girls Foys GirlP Total 

Affluor..t 1 2 1 4 
Comfortable 50 27 4 4 35 
Marginal 196 7g 24 10 308 
Sub-Marginal 104 22 68 4 198 
roponder_ t 45 12 45 10 112 
Not recorded. 395 51 36 3 435 
Chronic poverty 6 2 3 11 

-

797 194 178 34 1203 
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Table 1To. 11 

AGE RA.NOE OF D.ELINQUElJTS 

'White Hegro 
Ag e Boys Wls :Boys Girls Total 

g and under 17 4 3 24 

9 16 6 4 26 
10 33 7 5 45 
11 35 7 17 59 
12 45 9 19 5 78 
13 86 13 22 7 128 
14 116 26 25 4 171 
15 139 54 14 7 214 
16 161 40 51 5 257 
17 138 26 lS 3 1s5 
lS 7 2 3 12 
19 4 4 

797 194 178 34 1203 

Table No. 12 

RELIGION 

TThite Negro 
Religion Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

!rotestant 333 111 143 30 617 
catholic 266 48 1 315 
Hebrew 4 4 
lifone 56 4 5 4 69 
Unknown 99 13 14 126 
Uixed--Cath, & rrot .. 34 l}" 7 54 
other 5 5 g 18 

797 194 178 34 1203 
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Table No. 13 

OE.GA.l."'HZA'TIOES JOIWED (at any time)

White Negro 

Type of Activity :Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

None 211 51 29 17 308 

U:nknovm 474 105 49 6 634 

YMCA or YWCA 16 4 41 61 

]oy or girl scouts g B 

Fraternit y or �orority 2 6 g 

Church social group 6 10 12 3 31 

Neighborhood-community

houses, etc, 26 12 72 7 117 

Schoel organizations 3 13 l 17

Boys Club 67 67

other 1 1 

Table No. 14 

SOUF.CE OF REFER..-::i...AL

White Negro 

source :Soys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Police 598 95 137 15 845 

School 77 39 11 6 133 

Indi vi d.ual 28 3 6 1 38 

Faren ts ) 20 28 6 10 64 

Relatives 
other agency 2 11 l 14

Probation officer 3 3 4 10 

other court B 3 11 

All other 61 12 13 2 BB 

797 194 178 34 1203 
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Unknomi. 83 
Not attBnding 100 

Arlington 1 
Auburndale � 

Bancroft Hills 
Beverly Hills 
Birmingham 14 
:i3urroughs 1 
Chase 13 
Convalescent 
Cherry 7 
j)eVeaux 
DeVilbiss Hi 30 
East Side central 1 
E"-gewater 3 
p,":: J _ce.ch 2 
F-::- "'i:1in 13 
�\:��2 1 
( + .. : -� : ; ) :_ d s 

1+� '.' . >i 10 
G --�; · 113 

. !-. \.):C. 7 
. '- i 

·:; ?.] 4 

J' ,- .• :.,[-

]",:_·::-; Jr• 

::.,.:;D.c::fellow 
?.1lc�:es son 
McKinley 
Monroe 

26 

39 
42 
10 
6 
1 
2 

Table No. 15 

SCHOOL AT'I'EFDIYG 

Nathan 
l\Tavarre 

Hale 

Newbury 
Newton 
Oakdale 
Old orchard 
Parkland 
Parochial 
Pickett 
Poir..t Flace Jr. 
Private School 
Raymer 
B.i versicle 
Robinson 
Roosevelt 
Rural School 
School for deaf 
Scott Hi

Shermar.. 
Spring 
Stevens 
Stickney 
Vocational 
Uaite Hi 
'.7albri dge 
17arren 
TTashington 
TTayr..e 
TTeoster 
Westfield. 
TThittier 
Woodnard. Hi 
Segur 
other school 

.-, lS "" 

4 
6 
... 

23 
12 

33 
90 
4 

H.S. 3 

22 
1 

61 
12 
46 

53 
44 

10 

3 
22 
5s 
6 
g 

15 
4 

6 
6 
4 

62 

48 
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Ta'ble No. 16 

GRA.Dj; UT SCHOOL 

Vlhite Fegro 

Grade :Boys Girls Boys Girls 
-

Unknown 129 29 9 3 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 25 3 4 

4th 18 2 5 

5th 19 7 s 

6th 29 G 24 2 

7th 70 12 21 1 

8th 61 19 35 3 

High School 

9th 132 29 31 12 

10th 126 35 13 6 

11th 90 26 19 4 

12th 54 15 3 1 

Special class 18 1 4 2 

In college 2 1 

Left school 35 10 l 

Total number cf children 
retarded in jChool 126 
standing 384 101 20 
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Table :No. 17·· 

RACIAL DESC:ErT OF PA.R31'TTS 

Racial })esccnt TThite Negro 
of Father Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

--

Amorican 201, 47 167 32 u1n
Polish 90· 19 109 
German 44 18 62 
Irish 38 5 43 
English 28 5 33 
Hungarian 2C 4 24 
French 17 2 19 
I tali an 

a 
3 8 

Jewish lt 
All other 34 5 1- 40
Unkno,m 316 86 11 1 414 

-

797 Vi4 178 34 1203 
:Racial Doscor..t 

of Mother 

American 200 48 167 31 41+6 
Poli sh 97 16 113 
Go::r::an 4o 14 54 
Irish 40 3 43 
�r...t;J.:. sh 25 6 31 
H'\..· n:-;r1r i an 14 1 15 
F:.' ·c·:,c h 16 5 21 
It;-_: :: .. ·n 4 4 
J u·.r _;_ .� ::. 4 4 
All o !;her 26 7 1 34 
Ur.knoi-rn 331 94 11 2 438 

797 194 178 34 1203 
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AITARilING 0 F 0 U S T O D Y 

The determination of the custody of children is handled 
by one of tryo methods: (1) If the parents are divorced the 
case, having been certified to the juvenile court, may be 
heard under a motion on such certified case; (2) if the par
ents are.not divorced and the court is reQuested to make an 
avrari of custody, the action is taken by filing a depende:r.cy 
petition. 

All cases involving a change of custody are fully and 
impartially investigated by a probation officer before ii.ear
ing. such investigation includes a careful analysis of. the 
reasons for the applicati(Jn together vii th an evaluation of 
both proposed howee a:r.d the persons who seek the custody, 

The report of the investigation is presented. to the 
court at the final hearing. The hearing is conducted as in
formally as possible and tho attorneys are increasingly co
operative and delightfully non-legalistic. The Supreme 
Court of Ohio has said (Gishryiler v. Dodez, 4 o.s.615): 

11 • • • The con tending partio s may be fairly presumed to be 
more solicitous to gratify their ow. interests and feel
ings, than to develop the TThole truth, with a view to 
the main object of the inQuiry; uhile tho child, incap
able of judging for its elf, and wholly ur..represer_ted in 
the contest, is in danger of being overlooked. Under 
such circumstances, it is tho duty of tho judge to be
come its protector, and not only to listen to all the 
evidence produced by the parties calculated to throw 
light upon his path of duty, but also to inform himself 
from all other legitimate sources, tho better to quali
fy himself tc discharge understandingly the delicate 
trust •••• such strictness can not be indulged in a pro
ceeding partaking more of tho character of ar.. inQUOst 
than of a trial, and that the judge has no right to dis
able himself, by the in�orvention of any technicality, 
from hearing everything necessary to an enlightened dis
charge of his duty •••••• n 

* * * * * 
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D E P E N TI E N C Y C A S :E S 

It is increasingly rccogr..izod throughout the country

that the haI1.d.ling of most dc:pcrrdcr..t childron 1 s cases, as 

cor.trad.istinguishc-:i frorn dolinq_ue:r.cy cases, is no t strictly

n judicial function; ani that private or public agor..cies

othc,r than the court should hand.le dopcnd.or..cy cases, having

resor.t · to the court only ',7hen legal action is necessary • 

.A.l though tho lat:'r authorizes tho court to step into a

family situation fl 17henever the welfare of thE: child narrants

the state in assumir::g guarcli2,nship 11
, in most c ases that rro

sent solely a dependency problem.the TTclfaro of tho child

can be adequately protoctei by a proper private agency or

public agency other thn'P.. tho court. such handling obviates

making tho child a nnri of the state ar..d the concomitant

expense to tho taxpayers.

In accordance ni th this very dcfini to trend a now poli

cy hns ·ooen wcrked out \'Ti th nll the chi ld-caring pri vatc 

agencies of Lucas com:.ty ,·rhereby irt the futur,;, all cases

presenting purely a dofondcncy problem n.ro referred as a

rnatter of routine to tho proper private agency. This plan 

is wolccmed by tho agencies as it helps thorn fulfill their 

normal functions; it relieves the court of a porti on of its

well nigh in tolerable case loai; ro:·i it is ad van tagoous to

tho families involved in that it avoids tho inevitable delay

caused by tho heavy caso load of the court. 
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DISPOSITION OF DEPElffJfilTT CHILDREN 

Adjuste1 143 
Ponding 51 
rismissoi 41 
suporvi3icn 23 
Lucas county Children's Horne 4o 
Department of Puolic uolfc1.rc (cripJJlod. chn.) 19 
1olod.o catholic Chnrities 17 
Child nr.d Family Ag,oncy 16 
cus to ,iy to mother 2 
custody to father 2 
Ad.option g 
Luella Cummings Homo 5 
1°.1thoran Inner Mission 4 
Foster homes 3 
JoTTish Federation 1 
Child-Sun::ort Dc:rartmen t 5 
Lutheran QrphanAge . 1 
ristrict K'.1rsc Association 1 
No jurisdiction 2 
Referred to other court 1 

. ('.US to ,iy to rolati VOS 1 
Toledo Cour..cil of Churches 1 

* * * * * 

- 23 -

387

_______



C H I 1 D R E N B O R N 

0 F Vi':2iDLOCK 

0 U T 

one hundred tTTenty-five births of illegitimate children 
were registered rrith the Cit�r of Toledo, Bureau of Vital 
Statistics in 1939. 

Sixty-five bastardy cases were brought to the attention 
of the juvenile court in 1939. 

Tno-thirds of the cases were adjusted through the ef
forts of the Girls 1 Referee and jury trials avoided. 

Forty-eight of tho ur.Jnarried. mothers wore i7hi to; 17 
were nogro. 

Th0 youngest unrcarriod mother nas 15 and tho oldest ,7as 

35. 

Tho average ago of the ur.JTiarriod. mothers ryas 19 years 
8 months. 

Fifteen of the unmarried. mothers uore lS years old. 
Eight of the umnarriod nothcrs '\'i'Oro 19 years old. T.on of 
tho unmarried. mothers uore 20 years old. 

In five cases tho mother ar:d alleged father married� 
Throe of the uc�arriod mothers wore divorced. Six of the 

cases involved. second Drognancios, 

.... 24 -
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sixteen of the unmarried mothers were refcrr9d by pri
vate case TTorl: agencies for court action to se:curo funds 
for cor.fir..emont cxr-ensos ar..d support for tho child. 

The co�rt referred sixteen unmarried mothers to private 
case uork agencies for assistance in pla.r..r..ir..g for confir.c
ncnt,securir..g maternity home care, suporYisior. of tho moth
er, plan for tho illegitimate child, etc. 

DISPOSITION OF BAST.A.::;.r,y CASES 

Official (affidavit filed) 

Compromise 1 
Plead guilty at prolimir..ary hearing 7 
Affidavit wi thdra1.m 2 
Alleged father not located 3 
Foun-i guilty by jury 2 
Mother and alleged fathor married 2 
A·:rai ting birth of oaby or jury trial (as of 

December 31, 1939) 15 

Unofficial ( infon1al complaint filed) 

32 

Compromise 10 
Couplaint i7i thd.raim 5 
Alleged father not located 2 
Mother and alleged father married 3 
Rofcrrod to private case nork agencies (no 

further action by juvenile court) 6 

Roforrod to county of residence 3 
Death of child 1 
Ponding (as of �oconbor 31, 1939) 3 

33 
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C O N T R I B U T I N G T 0 

D E L I N Q U E N C Y

(Criminal prosecution of adults 
for contributing to delin

quency of minors) 

The law provides that a person guilty of contributing 
to the delinquency of a child or acting in a way tending to 
cause his delinquency shall be imprisoned up to one year or 
fined up to $1,000, or both. (Juvenile Court has exclusive 
jurisdiction). 

W"nen evidence pointing to such guilt is brought to 
light in the course of handling a child's case the matter 
is r�ferred to the prosecuting nttorney. Vlhile adult re
sponsibility for juvenile delinquency is alnost always pre
sent it is usually too subtle and too remote and often too 
unintentional to warrant criminal prosecution, 

Consequently about one in 12 delinquency cases re
sults in a contributing case. These cases are handled by 
the prosecuting attorneyls office with the cooperation of 
the court staff, Commonest are cases where the adult en
courages youthful thievery by purchasing the fruit of the 
theft, and where he or she encourages sexual and moral mis
conduct on the part of the child. (sexual intercourse with 
a female under 16, often called rape with consent, is a 
felony and is ordinarily handled in common pleas court)� In 
1939 a total of 79 persons yrere arrested for contributing, 
,iri th the follo'.'Ting results; 

(results on next page) 
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DISPOSITION OF CONTRIBUTORS 

Total number arraigned 
Tl eaded guilty 
stood trial: 

Convicted 15 
ACQUitte1 --2_ 

79 
55 

24 

79 79 

The 70 guilty defendants uere handled as folloTTs: 

Total fir.es iorcsed 
Total days in::prisonment 

Jail sentence rlus fine enforced 
J2-il sent·2n.ce er..forced 
Fir..es eni'orced 
Jail se�tence enforced, fine suspended 
Fine enforced, jail sentence suspenied 
Fines susper..ded. 
Jail sentence suspended 

$1416.oo 

1 

8 

23 
1 

7 
1 

29*

70 

* Hot one person released on suspended sen ter.ce has
been brought into court for a repetition of the offense.

* * * * *

____   _____



CHILD-SUPPORT TIEFARTMENT 

Unofficial cases (no pleadings filed 
or formal action taken) 

Cases pending 1-1-39 
New complaints received 
Cases closed 
Total unofficial interviews 
Total children involved 
Cases pending 12-31-39 

Official cases (heard before referee) 

Motions to modify support order 
Motions to show cause 

Motions for lump sum judgment 
Motions to enter support order 
Motions for new trial 
Motions for teoporary support 

order (action pending in 
comnon pleas court) 

Criminal actions for non-support 
Criminal actions for neglect 

Support money collected 

1932

372 
1033 
839 

3767 
5897 
566 

130 
109 
52 
13 
6 

351 
84 
4 

1938 

1767 
1395 
3062 
4750 

87 
gg 

54 
15 

91 

Through Toledo Humane 
Society 

approx. 
$118,701.90 $120,000.00 

Restitution, boarding homes, 
miscellaneous 
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(HILD )TuovGINSTITUTS 



1939 St.A.FF 

PAUL TT. ALEXANDER, Ju.DGE 

Executive 
Edna Gordor..  

L. Wallace Hoffman

Dr. Robert J. Le,,rinski 

Psychological 
Loyal :B. Calkins 
E. Thomas Wilc:ur
Mary E. Michelfelder **

Psychiatric 

Director and Chief Psycholo
gist (January) 

Acting Director ar:d Chief 
Psychologist (ie·o. to Sept.) 

Acting Director and Chief 
Pfoychologist (Sept, -- ) 

Assistant Psychologist 
Assis t.?.r. t Psychologist 
Assistant psychologist 

Dr. Elizabeth Adfu�son ** - Psychiatrist

Medical 
Dr. I. H. Kass 
Eugenia Evanoff 

Educational 
Lottie Ford 

Supervisory 
Mary Schmidt 
Hattie Kolir..ski 
Ralph Mi 11 er 
Arthur Ingraham 
Charles Sir..gleton * 
Karl Kluender ** 

Domestic 
Savanr..ah Hunt 
}.;nna }fueller 
Harris Simon 

Pediatrician 
Nurse (Board of Eealth) 

Teacher (Board of Education) 

Girls' supervisor 
Girls! Supervisor 
]oys1 Supervisor
Handicraft Supervisor (WPA)
Night Supervisor
Night Supervisor

Cook 
Laundress 
Custodian 

* 

** 
Resigned: Singleton, 4-15� 

Michelfelder, 7-15; Adamson, 4-1; 
Kluender, 4-15. 

Appointed: 
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SINGLE SENTENCE 

0 F 
I N S T I T U T E 

SUMMARY 

I T E M S 

Of the 946 children admitted, 66.5% were delinque�ts, 
30.4% were dependents, and 3.1% were in for observation. 

73% of the children were boys; 27%lgirls� in 1938 77� 
were boys, and 23% girls • 

Two-thirds of children were betw�en 13 and 16 incl.

Maximum child population (sept. 5), 43; maximum mll!1-

bcr boys (Nov. 18), 32; maximum number girls (Sept . 5), 17;

av9r�ge daily population, 28 .; heaviest month, September,

daily average 31 ; lowest month, February, daily average

23. 
--

overcrowding frequently forced the release of child
ren prematurely. 

71% of the children were in residence less than ten 
days; 7.2% were there more than one month. 

The average period of residence (dependents included) 
was about 11 days. 

Total.medical examin�tions, 854; chil�en undernour7 
ished, 14.6i: with defective vision, 12.2%; Wasserman re
sults: 97.93% negati�e, 1.21% 9uspicious, .86% positive. 
Children in good health, 469; in fair health, 173; in poor 
health, 51; balance undetermined. 
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Psychologica+ tests administered, 374; children re
ceiving psychiatric service, 36; complete psychological 
examinations, 185. 

20.85% of the children were feeble-minded. 

Through the courtesy of the YMCA, YWCA and downtown 
movie operators, children !Ion pri vilegen were allowed one 
swim and one movie each week. 

In a total of 2840 temporary releases on privilege 
of 267 children there were nine infractions of conditions, 
all minor. 

Three children escaped from building. Number escapes 
in 1938, throe; in 1937 (privilege system effective last 
four months) there were 32 escapes; yearly a;veragc prior 
thereto (no privilege system), 48. 

No corporal punishment Tias ever used. 

A recreation program was conducted by a boys 1 super
visor and a W'FA recreation loader. 

A part-time nurse was furnished through tho Depart
ment of Health of tho City of Toledo. 

A full-time school ni th an experiended teacher was 
maintained by the Board of Education. 

- 31 -

---

---

---

---

---

---

---

---

*****



Table No. 1 

NUM:BER OF CHILDREN ADMITTED 

White Negro Total 

� L � L L_ 
Boys 

Girls 

• 1938 total,

Delinq_uen t 
Dependent 

548 

207 

755 

780 

For observation 

57•9% 143 15.1% 

21.9 48 5,1 

78.8% 191 20.2% 

Table No. 2 

STATUS OF CHILDREN 

Number 

629 
288 

691 

255 

946• 

Percent 

66�5% 
30.4 
3.1 

946 100 % 

Table No. 3 

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF CHILDREN 

Number Percent 

Protestant 685 72�5% 
catholic 239 25,2 
Je\vish 6 ,6 
orthodox Syrian 1 ,1 
Greek orthodox 1 ,l 

No religion 14 1.5 
946 100 %

- 32 -

73 % 
27 

100 % 



Ages 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

Table No, 4 

AGES OF CHILDR1]1'T 

Total }!umber 

28 
11 

24 
28 
45 
43 
84 

107 
172 
172 
159 

68 

5 

946 

Tao lo No, 5 

percent of Total 

2�9% 
1,1 
2,5 
2,9 
4,6 
4,5 
8,9 

11,3 
18,2 
18.2 
16�7 
7.5 
.5 

100 � I 

PERIOD OF P3SIDEFOE OF CHILDREN 

Less than ten days 
Ten days--onc month 
one months--tw, months 
Two months--throe months 
Throe months--four months 
Nino months--ten months 

Population nee. 31 

Number 
1939 1936 

657 551 
200 145 

52 55 
13 12 
1 5 
1 

percon t 
1939 1938 

11:1% 
21,7 

5�6 
1,4 
.1 
.1 

924 766 100 % 100 % 

22 12 

946 780 
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Table No. 6 

AVERAGE DAILY 1-Jl.JMBER OF CHILDREN 
IN RESIDENCE 

Month Average Number Month Average Number 

January, 24;2 . July 28,7 
February 23,1 August 28,3 
March 24,7 September 31,9 
April 30,6 October 30,0 
May 29.4 November 29.9 
June 28.8 December 28,8 

Table No. 7 

FREQUENCY OF TESTS ADMINISTERED 

Tests 1939 1938-7* 

Revised Stanford-Binet scale (Form L) 179 313 Revised Stanford-Binet Scale (Form M) g 

Grace Arthur Ferformance Scale 134 155 
Group Intelligence Tests 6 48 
Goodenough Drawing Test ,.. 38 (.J 

Suppl ementary Performance Tests 37 
Personality Tests and standardized Interviews 

(Maller sketches 57, others 7) 64 
Bell Adjustment Inventory 5 
Terman Masculinity-Femininity Attitude Scale 1 
Stanford Achievement Test (10 tests in each) 14 ll 

Stanford Arithmetic Test 3 36 Stanford Reading Test 4 
Haggerty Reading Tost 4 
Ishihar� Color Vision Test 8 

374 702 

• Seventeen months, 8-1-37 to 12-31-38,
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Table No. 8 

DISTRIBUTION OF ST.At."'JFORD-BINET 
INTELLIGENCE �UOTIENTS 

I.Q,. Number Clas sification 

0-19 0 Idiot ) 
20-49 10 Imbecile ) Feeb 1 e-minded 
50 ... 69 29 Moron ) 
70-79 33 :Borderline 
80-89 38 Dull normal 
90-109 55 Normal 

110-119 11 superior 
120-129 6 Very Superior 
:1.30-plus 5 Near genius or genius 

137 

'.i:'able No. 9 

PRIVILEGES DURING 1939 

nunbm� of children granted privileges 
�.'...>:,·! E-,:..11'Jet' privileges granted 
Po· t:,:0,;. 0:: �otal population given 

l7u,i�: · ·c· _;c-_,pes while on privilege 
1'fi�:-n.·; r,. 0: _.,,),;.:.• violations of privilege 

·_·;�": ... ',·.i.ag delinquent acts, etc.)
11"--'i:';,. .:r, 0.:.,or violations ( exceeding time 

:.t .. ·_i;, ,,isiting home, etc.) 
pa·���� of privileges violated 
?c::, e::2 t of children given privileges 

1:i10 violated 
Toi;al number of escapes from building 

(same as 1938) 

"' * * * * 
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Percent 

( 0�0% 
( 5,3 
( 15�5 

17!7 
--

20,3 
29,4-

5.9 
3.2 
2.7 

100 % 

267 
2340, 

0 

3.37 % 

3 



THE S C I E N T I F I C APPROACH 

To eliminate the guessw9rk in diagnosing, prescribing 
for and treating juvenile delinquency is the primary purpose 
of the Child study Institute, It is the scientific arm of 
the court, giving the children and the community the.benefit 
of the latest and most approved developments in this compar
atively new science of treating juvenile delinquency, 

SCIENTIFIC STAFF 

The scientific staff during most of the year comprised 
four full-time clinical child psychologists, a part-time 
psychiatrist with wide clinical experience in children's 
cases and a pediatrician, The psychological clinic of the 
CSI has been listed by the National Mental Hygiene Associa-

tion on the latterts ovm initiative. 

METHOD OF DIAGNOSIS 

In order to diagnose the case or discover the funda
mental causes underlying each child's symptoms (delinquent 
acts) and to corre9t the child's anti-social attitude, each 
child with a serious problem is assigned to a ps;vchologi st 
for complete study, This is often an involyed process with 
highly specialized techniques. Close articulation with the 
court staff is essential and is ever-present. 

MEDICAL FACTORS IMPORTANT 

Each child is given a complete medical examination 
shortly after entering the Institute. In many instances it 
has been found that there are contributing physical causes 
behind the child 1 s behavior problems, and, in this event, 
it is essential for the psychologist and physician to work 
hand in hand to remedy the situation. In some cases, also, 
it has been four..d that the child's maladjustment i3 so se
vere that psychiatric treatment seems advisable. When this 
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is true, tho psychologist and psychiatrist collaborate in 
making a specific diagnosis nnd recommending therapeutic 
procedures, Zach child is undor observation twenty-four 
hours per day. Since it is obvious that tho childls beha
vior will tend to differ when he is in a play situation as 
compnred to that displayed when being interviewed by a mem
ber of tho staff, the be.havior reports of tho day and night 
supervisors havo proven invalunblc. Ropo�ts submitted by 
tho teacher of tho Child study Institute school provide in
sight into each child's acrido:dc adjustment. 

VARI�TY OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 

Besides tho problem of dolinq_ucncy, investigations r.1ndo 
at tho Institute ho.vc included. (1) minor behavior :problems 
(emotional instability, etc.): (2) academic maladjustocnt 
(lack of progress in specific school subjects, etc.); , (3) 
correction of defective spooch (rhythmic and articulatory 
disorders cspocinlly); a.r>.d (4) nontnl doficioncy. 

Efforts hnvo bcon nado to nnalyzo and soloct psycholog
ical tosts i:.md ooasuros with tho vim7 toward cnploying or..ly 
those possessing high rolio..bili ty and vn.lidi ty. Tho arrny 
of tests and ncnsuros o.vnilnolo to the clinicinr..s of tho 
Ir..sti tutc covers oost areas of possibly psychologicnl raoa
suronont. 

INTELLIGE:JCB AND PERFORilfl.AN OE 

The nost frequently used individual test of general in
tclligor:.co is tho rovisod Stanford-Binet Intclligcnc9 scale 
("J·orn L), al though Forn M of this sane �cale is often used 
t0 chock tho validity. of Forn L followir..g its use. Two 
other individual scales (tho Detroit Kindergarten Test ar..d 
tho Goodenough Intclligor..co Test; arc ndninistcrod on occa
sion. The adrJinistration of porfornru:co scales has bocono 
a standard technique of tho clir..ic, insofar as testing 
children who arc obviously deficient in tho abstract phnsos 
of intolligonco is concerned. Tho Grace Arthur Eorforor.mco 
Scale (Scale I and scale II) is tho test nost ger..ernlly era
ployed in this respect, nlthough the Corr..oll-Coxo Perform-
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ance Ability Scale is available in testing younger children, 
Frequently, it has been found feasible to em1Jloy group 
tests of intelligence, although it is the practice 9f the 
clinic to make no diagnoses of intellectual ability, on the 
basis of the results obtained on group tests alone. The 
group tests which have been used include the National In
telligence Test, the Terman GrouJJ Intelligence Test, the 
Otis Self-Administering Test 9f Mental A'oili ty, the Morban 
Mental Test, the Detroit Intelligence Tests, ar..d the Kuhl
man-Anderson Intelligence Test. 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEME1TT TESTS 

The educational achievement toBts are of special value 
ir.. diagnosing the scholastic progress of childror.. in speci
fic school subjects. The achievemon t tests employed by tho 
clinic have proven to be valuable dia6'!lostic tools 1 espe
cially in tho case of the child whose educational achieve
ment is not on a par with his intellectual ability. The 
most frequently employed educational achiovonor..t tests arc 
tho now Stanford Achievement Tests (Form V and W), Vlhilo 
thcso tests yiold informution concerning the general acade
mic achiovomont of tho child t it is frequently found neces
sary to measure accurately aptitude ar..d achiovoment in spe
cific academic subjects. For such measuremor..t, tho follow
ing scales are available; tho new Stanford Ari thmotic Test, 
tho Public school Achievomor:t '.I"ests, the Gray standardized 
oral Reading Chock Tests, the Haggerty Reading ixaminationt 
Monroo f s star..dardizod Sileict Reading Test, tho new Stanford 
Roa,cling ':;est, and Monroo1 s Readj_r:g Apti tud.o Test. 

Since children in tho Institute aro subject to a 
t'!."ronty-four hour por dny poriod of observation, ar..d arc in
torviowod frequor:tly by tho cliniciar..s, it has boen found 
unnecessary to put nny great reliance on porsonnlity scales 
nr..d invontorios. Exporior..co has shown that such observa
tion affords a keener degree of insight thnr. do qr_y so
called porsor..ali ty tests. Whilo porsor..nli t:r scal&s. arc 
usod. or. occasion, they nro omployocl with a view of ostab
lishir.g the rapport botwoon tho child ar..d. tho examiner. Tho 
:Boll .Adjustmont Invcr..tory, ar.d tho Hn1ler car dB hnvo prove�.,_ 
satisfactory in this respect, 
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Miscellaneous tests which arc less frequently used in
clude the Sims Score Card for Scoio-Economic Status, tho 
Rorschach Ink Blot Test, and the Ishihara Test for Color 
:Blindness. 

SCIENTIFIC JOLJIDTALS AVAILABLE 

Every effort is made by the staff members of the In
stitute to keep up on the recent developments taking place 
in the area of clinical psychology. In order to do this, 
the current psychological literature is pursued with the 
view. toward analyzing articles and research reports which 
have a direct bearing on tho work being done in tho Insti
tute. periodicals which the staff subscribes to include 
the psychological Abstracts, psychological Bulletin, Gene
tic psychology Monographs, the Journal of Gonotic Psychol
ogy, the Journal of Psychology, _the Journal of General psy
chology, the Journal of Social Psychology, tho Jourr..al of 
Speech Disorders, and Probation. 

CHILDRE1T MORE F...A.1.IJDY THAN HEADY 

Tho statistical analysis of thG intelligence quotients 
obtained through tho administration of the Stanford-Binet 
scales and the Arthur porform�co scale yiolded. a moan I.Q,. 
on the fbanford.-Binet scale of e5, and. a mean I.Q. on tho 
L:rshur Pn::ormanco Scale of 94,94. This d.ifforonce of prac
tic�lly 10 I.Q. points, indicates that on the average, tho
child1.·cn studied possess a lower dogroe of abstract intoll
igcnc3 as compared. to the rrmnipulati vo or concrete rihasos 
of i.::.1.·;elloctual ability, in other words they do bettor with 
th0i�· hnnd.s thnn their heads. our dn,to, aro in l5:oopinr, with 
othc: studios that have bGon mado with reference to the in
tellectual devolop�ents of juvenile delinquents. 

PRIVILEGE SYSTa/. EFFECTIVE 

In keeping with krrnvm principles regarding psychologi-:
cal factors underlying child-adult rulntionships, corporal 
punishment is never employed as a disciplinary monsuro. 
Instead, the granting nnd. ,ri thholding of "privileges 11 have 
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provon effective in this regard, Whon a child had demon
strated good behavior, he or she is granted special privi
leges, which include one swim at the YMCA or YWCA and one 
downtown movie each woek. While privileged boys are under 
supervision while sTiimming, t�oy attend the movie in groups 
of three entirely unchaperoned. (For obvious reasons, girls 
are chaperoned at all times)� This is dono in an endeavor 
to build up within each privileged child a feeling of re
sponsibility and self respect. Thon too, tho privilege sys
tom affords a means of juvenile social control* When there 
is a violation of privilege on .the part of one child, tho 
remaining privileged children have their privileges suspend
ed for varying periods of time. This making the individual 
suscoptiblo to group pressure has tended to create within 
each child tho fooling that ho is responsible not only to 
himself, but to tho rest of the group as well. 

The 
children. 
emergency 
e:r..ts were 
depe:r..dent 
to common 

NO PLACE FOR :DEPENDENTS 

Institute is not designed to.handle dependent 
Yet 30% of those received.were dependent, mostly 

cases for temporary care (e.g. child whose par
arrested or hospita+ized). The intermingling of 
and delinquent children is abhorrent to the law, 
sense and to decency. 

Nevertheless the Institute could hardly reject a de
pendent left on tts doorstep, It receives them Pnd moves 
them at first opportunity. A remedy for this situation 
would be v:elcomed, 

JAIL DETENTION CONTUTTJES 

!ho Institute is likewise not designed to handle
older boys whose delinq_uer.cy is more serious and who pre
sent a custodial problem. There is no way to segregate 
them from the younger children; al:,:;o it v7ould be too easy 
for them to escape, Consequently an average of five boys 
daily was detained in the county jail. 

This, too, is abhorrent to the law, to comma� sense 
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and to decency. Furthermore, jail detention immeasurably 
handicnps our efforts to observe and diagnose a'l.d treat the 
boys. Ho, it soldor.1 tenches them to respect the law; more 
often it teaches them to hate the law aJ1d to plot revenge 
upon their release. A remedy for this situation 17ould like-
Tiise be welcomed. 

AN AUSTRALIA.Ji COM\1ENT 

Thnt tho ino.dequacyof the OSI quarters has spread a
round. the globe \,ould appear from tho folloTTing excerpt 
from the Report on Juvenile Delinquency made to the govern
ment of south Austrnlin by the judge of the Children's 
Court of ,Adelaide in November, 1939: 11 In Toledo, horrever, 
there is a detention homo (CSI) serving a population only n 
little smaller than .Adelaide's so this Tias of particular 
interest to mo; the premises here are admittedly inadequate 
but a prniseworthy effort is being made to do good nork in 
spi to of that handicap. It

* * * * * 
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1939 S·TAFF 

PAUL W. ALEX.ANDER, .JUDGE 

Domestic Relations Court 

Freda Braun 

Herbert J. DeVauent 

Friend of the Court 

Bailiff 

* "' * * * 

FRIEND O F T H E 0 0 UR T 

In 1939 the court enjoyed its first full year of op�r
ation with the services of the "Friend of the Court", the 
namo given to the officer authorized by statute (effectivb 
in 1938) to investigate divorce cases, the report of. the 
investigation being admissible in evidence subject to the 
right of either party to cross-examine the investigator, 

It is neither possible nor advisable to refer all di
vorce actions for investigation, The practice has teen to 
refer only those cases where some intoreste� party reQuests 
an investigation. The attorney of record is always con
sulted before an investigation is commenced. 

ATTORNEYS CO-OPERATIVE 

Many attorneys have referred. their clients to tho 
Friend of the Court to seek her help in rectifying the d.r,
mostic situation so that a divorce petition will not have 
to be filed. One attorney with a lario divorce practice 
recently remarked "BY bringing some of my clients into your 
office I am losing fees, but to me it is a greater satis
faction to know I have helped some people keep their homo 
togothor. tt 
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Many perso:r..s come directly to tho court to seek advice 
and assistance in solving their marital problems. Most of 
these are interviewed by the Friend of tho Court ar.d often 
case work is done. 

The treni of divorce in Lucas County is downward from 
tho all-time high roached in 1937. The following table 
shows totals of divorce, alimony and ar..nulment actions 
for the past seven years: 

DIVORCE S'IATISTIOS 

Total actions filed in 1933 932 
Total actions filei in 1934 1273 
Total actions filed. in 1935 1404 
Total actions filed. in 1936 1477 
Total actions filed. in 1937 1500 
Total actions filed. in 1938 1406 
Total ·actions filed. in 1939 1303 

The activities of tho Ji'riend of the Co 1.1rt in 1939
summarized. in the following table: 

Pending actions formally investigated 68 
Investigated. before action filed 93 
Oases referred. to other agencies 23 
Interviews with attorneys 339 
Caso conferences with both parties 

present 248 
Interviews in fioli 280 
rersons receivi�g consultation and 

ad.vice 

Proportion of cases satisfactorily 
adjusted. 

* * * * * 
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