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Fo r e wo r d

11prevention and treatmer:t of juvenile delinquency are 
not problems for juvenile courts, child guidance clinics, 
and training schools alone; they are also the vital concern 
of the church and the school; of child welfare, family re­
lief and service w:d public health agencies; and of organi­
zations providing ,recreational nnd group work se:;-vices for 
children nnd youth, Juvenile delinquency, in largo measure, 
reflects nnti-social conditions in the colll!Ilunity. *** Much 
of the delinquent coi:duct which comes to tho attention of 
the public nnd tho courts could be prevented if the neces� 
sary social sa.fogunrds wore provided for children ,'Those 
homos lack tho ossontials for prop0r care nnd protection. 
*** C�ILDRSN COME TO THE COURT BECAUSE THE HOME,THE SCHOOL, 
AND OTHER AGE;;TOIES UT THE CO':c'.UNITY FAIL TO MEZT THEIR 
�""EEDS e preventive work should ranch children before their 
noods become serious. 11 (From the Report of · tho 1940 Whi to 
House Conforonco on Children In A Domocrncy). 

"Tho Juvenile Court is not nuthorizod by lmr to in­
stitute community pl&-ning for the prevention of delinquen­
cy, but tho court should cooperrtte with other groups nnd 
ngonctos which hnvo undortnkon such work, nnd should en­
deavor to sttmulnte tho furthor development of such pro­
grnrnso !I (From Declaration of Principles, Ohio Wolfnre Con­
ference, sento 28, 1939).



ATTITUDES ARE NOT OHANGBD BY l?LATI'l'UDJllS 

mJMAN CONDUO'.r IS CHANGED JW RUMAN CON'rAOT . 
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SINGLE SENTENCE 

0 F 

D E L I N � U E N C Y 

SUMMARY 

DAT A 

Delir.quency cases totaled 1199; almost exactly the 
same as the preceding year (1204); equivalent to one child 
from each school room in the county. 

Cases other than delinquency were more numerous, to­
taling 1235; legal action was required in 390. 

(Above does not cover 1200 divorce cases handled in 
Domestic Relations Court). 

During .the first seven months of 1940, new delinquency 
cases were 34% below average; during the last five months, 
37% above average. 

Dependency cases showed exactly the opposite trend­
especially domestic trouble and custody cases. 

The number of children involved in the 1199 delin­
quency cases was 979, 

Eleven percent of the delinquency cases were handlea 
officially (formal complaint filed). 83% of the children 
wore boys; 17%, girls; 32% of tho children were white; 18�, 
negro; all other cases, 92% white, 8% negro. 



Commitments to tho Industrinl Schools increased: 

1940 1939 
48 33 

1938 1937 .!-_936 1935 
36 26 49 57 

Burglary, nu to thefts nr..d s toc1,lir..g increnscd. 

Sox offonsos, runm1nys, purso-snn.tching, malicious 
mischief ond. truor..cy docro[tsod., 

Drivers licenses 1,1oro suspended. in 42 cnsos of traffic 
violntiol"'.s--.'.1 60% ir.crcaso over 1939. 

Tho ,,hi to childror.. noro n lit t:).c your.gar, tho colored 
childrcr.. a little older th1.1r.. previously; :;nodiar:. ago for 
uhito boys, 14 (drop_ of 4-1/2 moso); for i7hito girls, 
14-2½ mos� Negro boys, 14 ( increase of 3 mosn); Negro girls
15 (ir..cre�sc of 8� mos.)

- - ....

Ir.. 1939 lTogro boys nppca.rod to got ir.to trouble young­
er thDL �11 other childror.., in 1940 this uns r..ot true. 

Every sir.6lo d.+i vcr �-,hose car na,s s tolor.. b�r a juvcr:ilo 
cooperated r..icoly TTi th tho juvenile by lc:wiq; his koys ir.. 
tho ig.citior.. suitch. 

For tho fourth consccuti vc yonr, no Jo•.,ish child \7as 
brought before the judge for dolir..quor..cy; tho foTI childro� 
of tho.t fnith '.7ho ucro ir.. court, hn.d coDI'.littod such "li:r.or 
offer.sos tho co.sos i:1oro ndjustod ooforc roachir�g tho judge. 
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23.3% of the delinquent children were repeating of­
fenders; 23% the yea:r before, 43% four years beforeo 

20% of all persons in court on cases other than delin­
quency had been in before, and 63% had had members of their 
family in court before. 

- - ...

Less than 1� of the delinquent children were active 
participants in the YMCA, Boy Scouts or Boys Club. 

Tho average delinquent child was in tho 8th grade;nor­
mally ho should have boon in tho 9th. 

Tho court committed every crippled child brought to 
its attention in order that tho fullest possibl9 use might 
be made of the unsurpassed facilities of tho Convalescent 
Homo of tho Toledo Society for Crippled Children, 

During :part 
bout 200% filiod 
children, many of 
and lavatories. 

of 1940 tho Child study Institute was a­
and was socking additional bods for its 
whom had to sloop on floors in hallways 

Two children in foster homes repeated tho offense for 
nhich they wore origin�lly placed; the percentage of suc­
cess in this tYJ)C of treatment comes as close to perfect as 
one could ever hopo for. 
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R E O I D I V I S M 

"R�cidivist" is the technical 
child who is brought into court for 
offense. 

term for a repeater--a 
a second or subsequent 

The percentage of children who were repeaters fluctu-
ated as follows: 

1940 1939 1938 1937 1936 

23-3% 23� 191 23% 43%

About 25% 9f the second or subsequent offenses which 
brough� the repeaters into court wero definitely on the .tri­
vial side, e.g� trurmcy, trespassing, runaways, incorrigi­
bilityo Incidents like those ar� bound to occur in the del­
icl",to process of changing the youth's slnnt on life, or cor­
recting his nnti-soci�l attitude� 

"The nlmost exclusive instrumentru.i ty of the 
courts to accomplish these purposes is probation. 
�e never thir.k of 0 juvenile court without thir.k­
ing �t the snme. time of its probation system. If 
a juvenile court has a good probatio� systoM it 
is a good court� !f it has no probation system, 
or n poor or_e, it is a worthless court. 

rtTh<? cases should be very rare \'Thor.. a child is 
sent to a juvenile reformntory on his first of­

fer-se. He should be sor:.t there or:.ly nhor. tho 

officers of the court h�ve exhnusted every men.r_s 
wi thir.. their power by the use of commur..i ty ir:.­
sti tutior:.s nr..d agencies to reclnim him; occasio�­
oJ.ly he is pla9ed or:. probation n r-umber of times, 
o.s every effort should be m�de to reclaim him. 11 

(Dr. J.E.Hngerty ir. tho Ohio Crusader, 
Nov. 194o, P• 7). 
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AWARD!l!G 0 F CUSTODY 

Custody cases, as a rule, are the most difficult cases 
the court handles. When two separated or divorced parents 
are contending for the custody of their chil� or children, 
the scale often balances evenly, and the wisdom of a super­
Solomon is required to find the right solution. Considering 
tho animosity which is wont to manifest itself the.court re­
joices when a solution is found that is best for tho child 
and at tho same time acceptable to both parties. Despite 
tho difficulties presented such a solution �as !ound in well 
over 50% of the cases handled. 

Follo�ing arc tho statistics: 

Total applications for change of custody 253 
(includiI'-g carry-over from preceding year) 

Number ponding 12-31-40 39 

Total Number Handled 214 

Adjusted without contest 
Hoo.rd nnd determined: 

Disposition: 
Custody ann.rdcd 
Support ardor entered 

Placed under supervision by P.O. 
Placed under supervision by agency 
Placed in foster hooo 
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67 
5 

16 
13 

1 

112 

102 



MARITAL CA SE S 

Not all cases of domestic difficulty aro hnndlcd by 
tho Domestic Rolatio�s Court, vthorovcr tho welfare of 
children is_ involved tho Juvenile Court has.c�oorfully ac­
cepted responsibility. Thero •aero 139 such en.sos presented 
voluntnrily, All uorc handled informally, i, e. without le­
gal action. Sone were dispo�ed of on a frankly temporary 
basis. As time goes on n'1.lly of these temporary adjustnents 
prove more or less pernanento Most of the �ases were re­
ferred to private agencies �hose uilling and helpful ser­
vices n�o n boon to both children and parents. 

Follornng nrc the statistics: 

Totr11 cases presontod 
Nunber ponding 12-31-40 

Totnl Cases Hnndlod 

Disposition: 

139 
30 

109 

Referred to private agencies 71 
Adjusted to satisfaction of n.11 po.rtios 38 

109 
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DEPlWDEUCY CASE S 

Nearly four hundred cases of dependent children found 
their wa:y into the court� In accordance with the current 
trend which recognizes that wherever possible dOJJEmdency 
c ases should be handled by a private agency rather than a 
juvonile court, an increasing number of thoso cases wore re­
ferred immodiatoly to private agencies, who gladly accepted 
them as a part of their 1:ormal ftm.ctioning. 

Following aro the statistics: 

Total number of cases :proscI;.ted 397 
:t::rumbcr ponding 12-31-40 54 

Total Cases Handled 343 

Disposition: 

Adjusted without formal action 117 
Committed to Lucas County Children's Homo 70 
Cormni ttod to Crippled Children Is I)epnrtmont 18 
Placed under suporvi sioP.. oy court 24 
Placed under supervision by private agency 63 
All others 51 

343 

mmcint
Line

mmcint
Line



C E I L D R E N B O R N 

OF WEDLOCK 

0 UT 

Of the 55 bastardy cases received in 194o, two-thirds 
were adjusted through the efforts of the Girls 1 Referee, n,�d 
jury trials avoided. 

The youngest mother �ns 13; the oldest, 35. 

Average nge of tho mothers 1110,s 20 yrs. 3 mos. Ten were

17; eight pere 18; oight were 19. 

seven of tho mothers had previously born an illogiti­
mte child. 

Four of tho oothors uore divorcees; three had lcgiti­
r.iatc children. 

Ton of tho 55 nllcgod f�thcrs TTcro r.inrriod non. 

Forty-t�,o of tho nothers uerc white; 13, nogr0. 

��onty-six girls rrppoolcd to the court for nssistl:!Ilco 
pr�or to tho birth of their children nnd 29 follouing tho 
birth. One child TTns 10 years old �hon tho cothcr coDnlnin­
ed. 

- - -
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Fifteen of the u.;1mnrricd mothers were referred to court 
by private agencies to socure funds for confinement expenses 
nnd support £or child. 

The court referred 12 mothers to private o.goncios for 
assistance in planning for confinomont, securing maternity 
home cnro, supervision of the young mother. �lnr.. for tho il­
legitimate child, etc. 

DISPOSITION OF B.4.STA..�Y CASES 

Official (affidavit filed) 

Compromise 
Plead guilty at preliminary heo.rir.g 
Affidavit m. thdrmm 
Alleged father not locntod 
Mother n...-;_d alleged father r.inrried 
Awai ting birth of baby or jury trinl 
Found guilty by jury 

Unofficial (ir.formal conplnint filed) 

Compror.1i so 
Complaint uithdra� 
Alleged father r.ot located 
Referred to private case TTork ngencics 

(r.o further n.ctior.. by Juvcr..ilo court) 
!'I.other nr..d nllcgod father nnrriod 
Referred to county of roside�cc 
Child died 
Pcr..dir..g 
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1940 1939 

3 l 
3 7 

3 2 

3 3 
3 2 

15 15 
0 2 

30 32 

13 
7 
1 
4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 
5 
2 

6 

3 
3 
1 
3 

25 33 

___    ____

____    ____



C n I L D - S U P P O R T DEPARTMEN'.L 

A seeming paradox developed as the year 1940 wore on. 
As employment ir..creased and with it the earnings of fathers 
charged with cr.ild-support, complaints likewise ir.creased. 
The answer is l""ot hard to find. Men TTho were unemplo;,-ed or 
on WPA were hardly in a position to pay adequately for the 
support of their chiH.ren. When they entered the ranks of 
private industry the custodians of the children were not 
slow in finding out about it and demanding that the support 
orders be ir.creased. Tho result \7as that payments made by 
fathers through the Toledo Humane society in the last half 
of 1940 approximated payments made in the peDY" year3 of 
1928 nnd 1929. 

Thi-e gain for tho children. is to some extent offset by 
tho operntion of the soloctive service Act. A private at 
$21 or $30 u month is not in posttion to do much for his 
children. Many of thorn voluntarily nllot half their pay 
for tho support of their children. When they refuse to do 
this tho Amoric�n Rod Cross, tho individua1 1 s chnplnin or 
his commr.ir..ding officer are culled upon for cooperation, Tho 
Red cross is more nnd more toking over this nork. Monntimc 
the children ore throw. upon relief, chnrity of fric�ds or 
other community resources. 
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C H I L D - S U P P O R T S T A T I S T I C S 

Unofficial cases (no pleadings filed 
or formal action taken) 

Cases pending 1-1-40 
Nev1 complaints received 
Oases closed 
Total unofficial interviews 
Total children involved 
cases pending 12-31-40 

Official� (heard before referee) 

Motions to modify support order 
Motions to show en.use 
Motions for lump sU!ll judgment 
Motions to enter support order 
Motions for new trial 
Motions for temporary support 

order (action pending in 
common pleas court) 

Criminal actions for non-support 

SUpport money collected 

Through Toledo Humane 
Society 

1940 

$138,163.51 

Restitution, boarding homes,

miscellaneous 

... 12 .... 

5,229.86 

1940 1939 

64B 372 
630 1033 
486 s39 

3842 3767 
7924 5897 
792 566 

72 130 
67 109 
60 52 
10 13 

2 6 

383 351 
84 84 

1939. 

$118,701.90 

3,866.78 



THE 11BIG BROTHER11

MOVEMENT 

Sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce, which 
campaigned extensively to enlist business men willi�g to 
accept a delinquent boy on informal probation, the "big 
brothern movement got under TTay in 1938 and 1939. By the 
end of 1940 it appeared to have run its course. 

At the outset questionnaires were s�nt to the 150 vol­
unteers to elicit personal data such as residence, time a­
vailable, hobbies, outside interests, etc. This ryas to en­
able the court to fit the right boy to the right mnn. some 
replies indicated the unfitness of the individun.l to serve 
for one reas9n or nnother. �ne volunteer resented the in­
quiry a'1.d wrote n I feel. I am doing the court n. favor in truc­
ing the boyn. For some qualified. volunteers ne could not 
find an appropriate boy. 

Al together 46 boys \'l'ere n.ssigned to 11big brothers I!� The 
average duration of the probation TTas about tTio months. The 
common complaint of the volunteers in relinquishing the re­
lntionship m1s that the boys did not "nppreciate1t their ef­
forts. 

On the other hnnd, the boys had some complaints to 
I!k_'UCO, eogo the n.dult could not be doponded upon; appoint­
ments ,·,ore broken ,;ri thout notice; the ndul t tried t� 1mpose 
his idens on the boy; severnl were given money instond of 
tho compMionship they wn.nted • 

.A for: of tho 11 big brothers" cru-riod on long nnd faith­
fully, nnd unquestionably did much good. It is impossible 
to make n. stntisticnl evnluation of the success of tho pro­
grrun, but it is safe to �ay a substar-tinl mnjority nccom­
plished little or nothing because they did not uork at it 
long enough or hard enough • 
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In common with many other courts '\7hich have had similar 
experiences, \70 have dra\m tTTo conclusions: (1) Tho vol un­
to er should not tackle tho job unless ho is able and Tiilling 
to give tho boy plenty of his time regularly for a fixed 
period say 1 six months to a yoar, TTith the understanding 
that at tho end of such period ho uill have served his en­
listment and not be called upon to make another sacrifice. 
(2) Tho job of handling a delinquent boy is too difficult
and delicate to be tackled by an amateur, however enthusias­
tic, and should be assigned only to one uho has h�d exper­
ience handling juvenile delinquents or is uilling to take a
short intensive training course before starting out.

such a training course will be offered by the court be­
fore its next venture. A delinquent boy �as been several 
years in the making. What has been years in the �ak:ing can 
not be unmade in days, weeks or even months. Time, patience 
and skill are necessary to correct his attitudes. T�e ap­
proach and attitude of the adult is strange to the boy, and 
�ithout intelligent direction rosistnnce is built up. such 
resistance is � challenge to the professional with all his 
bag of tricks; to the nmateur it merely spells discourage­
ment and defeat. 

To the Junior Chamber of Commerce o.nd to nll nho volun­
toorod or sorvod n,s 11big brothers" ue TTi sh to express sin­
cere appreciation on behalf of the boys for uhose benefit 
tho program no.s undortcl::en. Al though it did not q_ui t� ful­
fill tho expectations of its most ardent ndvocntos, the pro­
gram in some cnsos m1s clearly productive of much good. 
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G O J3 L I N S, W I T C H :E S 

AND VANDALS 

.AfT 3XPERIMEUT nr. P:REVE1TTION 

The plan started in 193B. Toledo youngsters and old­
sters had developed the habit.of beginning their Halloween 
celebration on October first and carrying right through to 
a climax on Halloween itself. The tir>..kle of broken glass 
as street lights were shot out with air guns, the clanging 
of fire apparatus out on ·\"7ild goose chases and the whining 
siren of tho police cars as they raced throug� outlying 
districts to disperse groups of hoodlums brought the matter 
forcibly to the attention of the authorities, Juvenile 
Court records during the mor..th of Octobe;- 1937 shoTTed a 
perceptible increase and the Court Officials felt that this 
age group warrnnted some special attention. Accordingly a 
plnn '\l'ns map1,ed. 

In September 1938 the Juyenile Court called together 
a small group of agency executives and civic minded citi­
zens. Tho :plan was outlined. parties, parties anc.'1. mor9 
parties. Legitimate amusement under the directio� of re­
sponsible lenders. start them a week before. Halloween. 
Have them every night up to ?,nd including HalloTTeen. Place 
them strategically in all parts of the city. ME\ke them 
froo ru:.d open to the public. Avoid_n large concentration 
of people in r.my ono nrec.. Above 811 koop them in their 
o'l7Il neighborhood ns much ns possible. 

A� the plnn unfolded, churches, schools nnd private 
ngoncies plod.god their cooporn.tion. Hnllo'\7oon cruno nnd. 
pnssod o What ·ans tho rosul t, . Throo i toms were tn..�on. a.s 
indices of tho total situution--brokon street lig�ts, 
false nlnrms, police complaints. Broten street lights foll 
off 19%; fnlse alarms fell off 30% nnd police cnlls 5%• A 
modest beginning but tn.ngible results, 
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The following yea:r (1939) the plan was continued. The 
committee on arrangements was expanded. In all 135 pa:rties 
were arranged. Every night of the week preceding Halloween 
saw pa:rties for all age groups ir-cluding adults. Nearly 
50,000 people attended thos� parties. Along with the ar­
rangements for :parties the schools carried on an education­
al program in the classrooms. Rosult: An additional 20% 
reduction in false alarms; police reports cut down 33%; and 
broken street lights reduced by 25%. 

In 194o tho Toledo Council of parent-Teachers Associa­
tions �as requested to sponsor the program. The c0icf pro­
bation officer of tho Juvenile Court was retained as chair­
man of tho committec--a greatly expanded committee. Forty­
six churches and 52 schools together with 100 Boy Scout 
Troops, all of tho Shelter Houses under the City nopa:rtment 
of Recreation, and thc_mcmbor organizations of tho Council 
of Social Agencies thr?TI tho full force of thoir organiza­
tions into tho progrnm, Altogothor 315 parties were regis­
tered by tho.committee. But tho publicity created by tho 
program stimulated many other groups to n.rrongo their orm 
small parties. Evory area of tho city Tins covered.so that 
a child of any ago could attend one of the parties on any 
duy during tho ucck preceding Hn.llo�een itself. Miss 
Winifred Pittinger, President of the Principals ond Supcr­
visorts Association of tho Toledo Bonrd of Education 
assisted by Virgil Cramer, Chief Attendance Officer, w.d 
Scrgcnnt Bosch of tho Police Juvenile Division outlined an 
educntionn.l program which TT['.,S cn.rried out in every clo.ss­
room in the city. Tho slognn b acnmc n n sn.f o nnd snno 
Hallonoonn . 

At least 2500 persons assisted on tho arrnr..gcm9nts for 
tho 315 po.rtios. Wh,'1t happened.? Broken stroot lig..J-1ts foll 
off 61% from 1939 or a totnl of 79% in throe years. Falso 
alarms fell off nnothcr 38% or � totnl of 61% in throo 
ycnrs. Goner al police cnlls on vondnli sm foll off 15% or a 
total of ncnrly 50% in thr00 yonrsw 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L L Y SPilAKING 

studying and reading to keep up with all the latost 
practices and tcchnigues in handling children's and domes­
tic problems is just as necessary as in any other field-­
more so than in some. Tho interest of the staff in keeping 
abreast of tho times may be gaged by the following. 

Eight staff members took university courses for ad­
vanced degrees. 

Four taught, part. time, in two universities. 

Fifty-four professional periodicals were read regular­
ly by one or more members (legal publications not included). 

One Hundred az:1.d four books relating to the work of the 
two courts and Child Study Institute Tiere read by one or 
more staff members 0 

Here are some of the periodicals (figures indicate 
number of regular readers): Probation (14), Ohio Crusader 
(13), surphey Graphic (11), survey (S), The Family,Mental 
Hygiene (6 each), Compass (5), Journal of Social Hygiene, 
Journal of Psychology, Journal of Genetic Psychology, Gen­
eti·c. ?sychology Monographs (4 each), The Child, Social Work 
Tod.ay, social ServiGe Revier,, Psychological Abstracts (3 
each), prison World, Federal Probation, Catholic Charities 
Revieu, Delin�uency Nows Lotter, Qrthopsychiatric Journal, 
Psychological Bulletin: Industrial School Journal (2 each), 
Proceedings of National Conference of. Juvenile Agencies, 
Channels, Parents, Recreation, Family Circle, Marriage and 
Family Living, and many others (1 each). 

Hore &re the titles of some or the books read in 1940: 
Year Book of National Probation Association (15), Clinical 
Psychology (4), sox and personality, Psychological J!';:i.ctors 
in Marital Happiness, Wny,,,ard Youth, Social case Work Ro-­

cording, predicting success or Failure in Marriage: Modern 
Marriage (3 each), Child Guidance Clinics, A Changing Psy-

- 17 -



chology in Social Work, The Neurotic Personality In Our 
Time, Juvenile Court Laws of the U.S., Social Treatment of 
Frobation and Delinquency, Psychology of Adolescence, Soc­
ial Work Year Book, Abnormal psychology, Mental Disorders 
and the Criminal Law, A Mind that Found Itself, Juvenile 
Delinquents Grown Up (2 each) t Plan for Marriage, Intelli­
gent Philanthropy, Year Book of American Frison Association, 
The Gang, substitute parents,Everyd.ay Problems of the Ever;y­
day Child, The Problem Child at Home, The Problem Child at 
School, Mental Conflicts, You and Heredity, organizing to 
Reduce Delinquency, Coordinating Councils, prison Days and 
Nights, Boy Tramps of the Road, social Work Ad.ministration, 
The Adolescent, Delinquency and Crime, The Individual Delin­
quent, Roots of Crime, A study of Masturbation, Correction 
of Defective Speech, Probution ar-d Criminal Justice, pre­
venting Crime, and about 50 others, one each. 

INTERPRETATION 

By way of interpreting the court's philosophy and 
practises to the general public, 90 individual speeches wore 
delivered by 11 different members of the staff before an es­
timated total of 8100 listeners. 

The most outstanding piece of interpretative work was 
a five-act play composed and enacted by members of tho 
staff. This was a dramatization of an actual case taken 
from the records of the court, disguised as to names and 
places, etc., and portraying the consultations, invostiga� 
tions and hearings that took place in tho handling of this 
particular case� which arc typical in all delinquency cases. 

During 1940 
churches, civic 
audience of 3950. 
ahead as the fall 

the play wns given 13 times before PTAs, 
groups,. etc., with an estimated total 
It is scheduled for performance as far 

of 1941. 
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Table No. l 

TRENDS OF THE PAST FIVE YEARS 

1940 1939 1936 1937 1936 
_____ .............. _

Commitments to Industrial 
Schools 48 33 36 . 26 49 

Delinquents placed in foster 
homes 6o 44 45 32 -

Repeaters 230 288 197 198 580 
sex Offenses 67 s3 2s 25 47 
Truancy 9s 129 98 39 94 
Traffic 84 68 80 33 24 
Runaways 81 100 53 236 135 
Malicious mischief s5 107 65 130 147 
Burglary 142 94 62 37 9$ 
Auto Theft 80 32 64 50 74 
Larceny from stores, etc. ) 352 158 305 209 294 Larceny from individuals ) 

Table No, 2

t'ELINQ,UENCIES :BY THE MONTH 

White Negro 
Month :Boys Girls � Girls Total 

January 37 19 9 2 67 
February 45 17 15 3 so 

March 76 10 ll 5 102 

.A.pril 76 14 23 4 117 
May 48 9 g 2 67 
June 46 g 10 0 64 
July 45 5 11 l 62
August 63 14 22 6 105 
September gg 27 30 2 147 
October 115 18 lS 0 151 
November 73 14 15 5 107 
l)ecemb�r 102 18 10 0 130 

- -

814 173 182 30 1199 
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Table No. 3 

OFFENSES FOR WHICH BROUGHT 

Group I 
Truancy 
Runaway 
Traffic violation 
Incorrigibility 

Group II 
Larceny from person 
Larceny of auto 
Larceny of bicycle 
Larceny, all other 
Burglary 
Forgery 
Robbery and hold-up 

Group III 
Malicious mischief 
Creating nuisance 

Group IV 
Sex Offense 
Arson 

Group V 
All other 

White 
:Boys Girls 

64 22 
27 43 
80 2 

52 30 

4 
60 
35 1 

196 35 
115 

1 1 
g 

70 2 

13 1 

23 31 
2 

64 5 

814 173 

- 20 -

INTO COURT 

Negro 
Boys Girls Total 

� 
7 98 
5 81 

2 84 
15 1 98 

10 14 
19 1 80 
7 43 

52 g 291 
27 142 

2 
3 11 

12 1 85 
4 18 

6 7 67 
2 

14 83 

182 30 1199 



Table No� 4 

DISPOSITION OF CASES 

White Negro 

Disposition :Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

}robation to a court 
officer 19s 39 69 6 312 

rrobation to an

agency worker 36 33 1 2 72 
Probation to individuals 94 3 17 1 115 
Committed to Industrial 

School 31 3 10 4 4S 

Committed to other 
correctional school 5 1 - 6 

Sentenced to Ohio State 
Reformatory 5 5 

To other institution 
(non-correc�ional) 4 14 lS 

Parole violator 
returned 5 2 7 

Continued on parole 8 7 l 16

Runaway returned 10 7 3 20

Fined g 8 

Drivers license 
suspended 41 1 42 

Res ti tut ion 
Retur�ed to care of 

institution 
Placed in foster home 11 1 2 14 
Custody to one of parents 
Other 81 19 18 118 

Exonerated or dismissed 
as too trivial 22 10 7 3 42 

Adjusted 240 44 42 13 339 
c.c.c. 15 2 17 

814 173 182 30 1199 
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Table No. 5 

TABLE SHOWING COtmT APPEARANCES 

White Negro 
.A.:;e::eearance in Court Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Number of different 
children in court 704 158 135 26 1023 

Number previously in 
court at any time 228 35 70 9 342 

Number previously in 
court in 1940 94 12 40 3 149 

Table No, 6 

AGE RANGE OF DELINQUENTS 

White Negro 
A g e Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

8 and under 20 5 4 29 
9 17 g 6 31 

10 25 4 6 31 
11 51 5 14 70 
12 63 15 10 2 90 
13 93 18 18 2 131 
14 128 23 31 6 188 
15 146 34 31 4 215 
16 148 34 38 6 221 
17 120 26 29 10 185 
18 3 ... 3 
19 -
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Arlington 
Auburndale 
]irmingham 
Chase 
Cherry 
Deveaux 
DeVilbi ss 
East Side central 
Feilbach 

Franklin 
Garfield 
Glenwood 
Gunckel 

Hamilton 
Harvard 
Hathaway_ 
Irving 
Jones Jr. 
Kleis 
Lagrange 
Libbey 
Lincoln 

Longfellow 
MacKesson 
McKinley 
Marshall 
Monroe 
Nathan Hale 
Navarre 
Newbury 
Oakdale 
Parkland 

Faro chi al 
Point Flace Jr. 
Private School

Raymer 
Riverside 

Table No. 7 

SCHOOL 

4 
5 

10 
1 
6 
2 

42 
4 
3 
9 
7 

12 
83 
13 
3 
4 
8 

22 
1 

44 
52 
17 

g 
1 
5 
5 
2 
4 

14 
2 

12 
31 
89 
4 
1 

12 
6 

ATT.8!-7DilTG 

Robinson 
Roosevelt 
school for Deaf 
Scott, 
Sherman 

Spring 
Stickney 
Vocational 
Waite 
Walbridge 
warren 
Washington 
Wayne 
Webster 
Westfield 
Whittier 
Woodward 
other 

:Berkey 
Clay 
Coy 
Crissey 
Glanr.. 
Holland Hi 
Holland Elem 
H0Jle\7ell 
Horace-Mann 
Jerusalem Township 
Martin 
Mt. Vernon 
Swanton 
Wernert 
Westwood 
Whitmer Hi 
SYl var..ia Elem 
:Burnham Hi 
out of County 
Not At tending 

• Schools not listed had no cases in court

- 23 -

61 
1 
l 

68 
64 

8 
3 

21 
26 
11 
13 
15 
3 
5 
3 

11 
69 
9 
1 
3 
7 
1 
4 

i 
3 
1 
3 
3 
3 
2 
) 
3 
1 
l 

3 
37 

173 



Table No. 8

BY DISTRICTS 

White Uegro 
District Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

West Toledo 54 9 2 0 65 
Oo 11 ingwo o d 72 7 B 0 87 
West End 43 11 2 0 56 
Nebraska 33 16 11 2 62 
South Er.d 98 25 3 1 127 
East Side 136 18 10 0 164 
North End 65 21 4 0 90 
Lagrange-Stickney 78 13 4 0 95 
Downtown 109 15 21 4 149 
Pinewood 31 9 110 22 172 
Point Place 4 1 0 0 5 
Adams Township 17 2 0 0 19 
Jerusalem Township 3 0 0 0 3 
Washington Tomi.ship 17 2 0 0 19 

Oregon Township 6 3 0 0 9 

swar.. ton Tovmship 0 0 0 0 0 

Springfield Tounship B 3 0 -1 12 

Sylvania Tomi.ship 10 5 0 0 15 
Mor.clova Tonnship 5 0 0 0 5 
Harding Toooship 0 0 0 0 0 

Providence Tov;r.ship 0 0 0 0 0 
Richfield Tow.ship 0 0 0 0 0 

Spencer Tow:r..ship 0 0 0 0 0 

Waterville ToTTnship 0 0 0 0 0 

Waynesfield To'l7nship 4 1 0 0 5 
outside of County 7 7 1 0 15 
outside of state 14 5 6 0 25 

ea4 173 182 30 1199 
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1940 STAFF 

PAUL W, ALEXANDER, JUDGE 

Executive 
Dr. Robert J. Leninski 

lsychological 
Loyal ]. Calkins 
Mary E, Michelfelder 
E. Thomas Wilbur

Psychiatric 
l)r. Elizabeth Adamson 

Medical 
, Margaret Gallagher 

Dr. I. H, Kass 

Educational 
Lottie Ford 

SUp ervi so ry 
Arthur Ingraham •• 
Karl Kluender 
Hattie Kolinski 
Ralph Miller 
Mary Schmidt 

Domestic 
Elizabeth Horvath 
.Ar.na Mueller 
Harris Simon 

Clerical 
Maxine :Sro,-m ... 
Beatrice Jacobson *• 
Marie Me Winzeler * 

• Appointed during the year
*• Resigned during the year 

- Director & Chief Psychologist

- Psychologist
- Psychologist
- Psychologist

- psychiatrist

- Nurse (City of Toledo)
- pediatrician

- Teacher (Toledo Board of Ed.)

- Handicraft supervisor (WPA)
- Night Supervisor
- Girls i Supervisor
- Boys' supervisor
- Girls, Supervisor

- Dietitian & Cook
- Laundress
- custodian

- Typist
- Typist
- secretary
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THE S C I E N T I F I C APPROACH 

To eliminate t�e guesswork in diagnosing and treating juve­
nile delinquency the organization of the Child study Insti­
tute was begun in August 1937. Prior to that time the In­
stitute was known as the Lucas County Detention H9me. 

The Institute is the scientific arm of the court. Its pur­
pose is to provide for the medical, psychological and psy­
chiatric diagnosis and treatment of delinquent children as 
well as detention. A number 9f referrals for study came 
directly from social agencies, school authorities, public 
health authorities and churches. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
DIAGNOSIS 

Besides the delinquency problems the 
Institute studied: (1) personality dis­
turbances;. (2) behavior problems; (3) 
scholastic maladjustment; (4) speech 

defects; (5) mental deficiency. Every effort is made to de­
termine accurately the fundamental causes underlying.each 
childls problem and to truce the necessary steps to alleviate 
these causes so that further problems will be prevented. In 
an endeavor to do this, each child is, insofar as possible, 
assigned to a psychologist for a complete study. The com­
pletion of such a study is usunlly an involved process nnd 
a close articulation between the psychologist ar:d officers 
of the court is necessary. 

MEDICAL 
DIAGNOSIS 

Each.child is given a complete exD.!Tlina­
tion shortly after entering the Insti­
tuteQ In many instances it has been 
found that there are contributing phy­

sical causes behind the child's behavior proble�s and in 
this event, it is essentinl for the psychologist nnd physi­
eian to work hnnd in hnnd to remedy the situntion. In some 
cnse�, also, it has been found that the childls maladjust­
ment is so severe that psychiatric treatment seems advis-
able. 
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OBSERVATION 

REPORTS 

Each child is under observation twenty­
four hours per day. Since it is obvious 
that a child's behavior will tend to 
differ Tihon ho is in a plny situation 

as comprircd to thnt displnyod when _being interviewed by a 
mombor of tho stnff, bohnvior reports of tho dn.y end night 
supervisors hnvo proven invnlu�blc. Reports submitted by 
tho school tonchor of tho Institute provide insight into 
each child's ncndomic adjustment. 

Provision is rondo to afford onch child with religious edu­
cation by conducting both Protostrmt and Catholic services 
on sundny afternoon. 

AGE RANGE With few exceptions the children rnnge 
between the ages of six nnd 17, nnd 
such nn nge rnnge has made it necessary 
to adopt n flexible ncademic nnd recre-

ntionnl progrrun. Efforts are made to provide child.Ten fall­
ing r,i thin certain nge groups with recrenti9nal fo..cili ties 
·�hich are commensurate ui th thei:;-- chronologica.l nnd devel­
opmental ages. The majority of children (68.7%) fnll with­
in the ages of 13 nr..d 16 yenrs. The modinn ngo of all
children wns 14 yonrs. The 42 children ,.,ho were �ix yours
of age nr_d under included mnny lost children nnd infnr..ts
who uerc placed in the Institute for tompornry ca.re.

PERIOD OF It hns been found profit�ble from the 
RESID:Eh�CE standpoint of diagnosis.and therapy to 

keep children under observation for 
varying periods of time. H9vrever, every 

effort is made to avoid :r.rolonging the period of detention 
to the point ,.,here the child becomes resentful. Experience 
hns proven thnt the ndjustment of n child in detention im­
proves up to �n optimnl tempornl point �Rd nftor thnt. time 
there is do.ngor of the child reacting ng�inst detention to 
the degree thc1t r;ny remedb.l efforts might prove futile.,

CHILD GUIDANCE 

CLINIC 

The Institute is nmong tl:lc psychiatric 
clinics listed by the Nntionnl Commit­
tee for Montnl Hygiene. The clinic 
furthermore hns the distinction of 
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being the only full-time child guidance clinic in operation 
in Lucas County. ?sychological tests and measures are se­
lected with tho view touard high reliability and validity. 
Those available to tho clinicians cover most areas of psy­
chological measurement. 

DEFEO'rIV'E 
DELINQ,UENTS 

part for tho number 

PRIVILEGE 

SYSTEM 

Tho comparatively high incidence of men­
tal deficiency (17.6�), when compared 
with the distribution of intelligence in. 
a normal population, accounts in largo 
of repeat cases hand.led by tho Institute. 

In keeping uith accoptod principles,cor­
poral punishment is never employed. (Ex­
ception: one Sunday morning a 12-year 
old boy conducted none-man profanity 

campaign, thinking to filibuster his wny to freedom with a 
continuous loud and virile flo'\7 of 11 Sunday School langungon. 
Next door a largo Sunday School was holding its sund.ay morn­
ing exercises. They couldnJt moot the competition •. Dis­
tress signals and frantic complaints poured in. Eyory knorm 
dovico. short of bodily war 1 �as applied, to no avail. The 
chief probation officer uns SU-qlrrtonod from his homo. H� en.me 
dorm, sized up tho situation, or..d phoned tho boy's mother 
for pormission to spnnk him. permission was given. The 
boyl s bottom wo.s bared. A dozen sound rrhacks, and the de­
firuit profar..ity was converted to woeful waili�g uhich soon 
subsided.. The Sur.day School heaved nr. audible sigh of r�­
lief, having learned some thi�gs not on the program. And 
that was the last profnr..ity no hen.rd from that boy 1 s lips.) 

Ir.stead. the grnr..tir.g nr..d m. thholding of 11pri vileges" have 
proven effective in this regard. Wher. a child hns boon in 
detention for n period nr.d has demonstrated good behavior 
during this time, he or sho is gr�tod spocinl privileges 
which ir.clude one snim nt tho YMCA or YWCA., one dorrr..torm 
movie or or.a sports event each �eek. Though,privileged boys 
arc under supervision �hilc STTimmir.g, they,nttond the movie 
in groups of three, entirely unchnperonod. (For obvious 
ronsons, girls arc chaperon�d nt all times). 
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This is done in an endeavor to build up within each privi­
leged child a feeling of trustworthiness and self-respect. 
Then too, the privilege system affords a meane of juvenile 
social control. i'/'hen there is a violation of privilege o� 
the part of one child, the remaining privileged children 
have their privileges suspended for varying periods of time, 
This procedure has tended t9 create within each child the 
feeling that he is responsible not only to himself, but to 
the rest of tho group as well. 

SOME BATTING 

AVERAGE 

An important thing to note is that al­
though a total of 2687 privileges �ere 
granted, only one child escaped while 
on privilege and only three minor vio-. 

lations were reported, These data indicate that during 1940 
the privilege system operated on almost a 100% perfect basis. 
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Table No. l 

NUMl3ER OF CHILDREN An.UTTE:iJ 

1 9 4 O l 9 3 9
White Negro Total White Negro Total 

--

:Boys 633 131 764 548 143 691 

percent 58.8% 12.2% 71% 57°9% 15.1% 73% 

Girls 263 48 311 207 48 255 

percent 24,5% 4-5% 29% 21.9% 5.156 27% 
- -- --

Total 896 179 1075 755 191 946 

Percent 83.3% 16.7% 100% 78.8% 20.2% 100% 

Table No. 2 

STATUS OF CHILDRElT ADMITTED 

1 9 4 o 1 9 3 9 
Number Percent Number Percent 

!)elinq_uent 873 81,2% 629 66,5% 

Dependent 174 16�2% 288 30,4% 

For observation 28 2.6% 29 3.1% 

1075 100.05& 946 100.0% 
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Table No,. 3 

:RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF CHILDREN 

Protestant 
Catholic 
Jewish 

orthodox Syrian 
Greek orthodox 
No Religion 

Total 

6 and under
7 
s 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

Median Age (1940): 14 
Median Age (1939): 14 

l 9 4 o
Number Pere en t 

774 12:0% 
285 26,5% 

2 ,2%
0 0.0% 
5 -5%
9 .8%

1075 100.0% 

Table No. 4 

AGES OF CHILDREN 

1 9 4 0 
Number 

42 
8 

11 
16 
35 
57 
83 

141 
174 
284 
140 
79 
4 
1 

1075 

- 31 -

percent 

3,9% 
,7% 

1.0;:; 
1.5% 
3,3% 
5,3% 
7,71,

13.11
. I 

16,2% 
26.4%
13.0%
7 ,4;,;

.4%.1%
100.0% 

- - - - - -

l 9 3 9
Number Percent 

685 7?�5% 
239 25,256 

6 .• 6% 
1 ,1%
1 .1� 

14 lo5% 
-

946 100.0% 

1 9 3 9 
Number 

28 
11 

24 
28 
45 

�a 
107 
172 
172 
159 
68 

5 
0 

946 

Percent 

2�9% 
1.11 

. I 

2,5% 
2,9% 
1�. 8% 
4,5% 
8,9% 

11,3% 
18,2% 
18.�
16, 7%
7,5% 

·5%
0.0%

100.0% 



Table No. 5 

P.::l.RIOD OF RESIDENCE OF CHILDREN 

1 9 4 O 1 9 3 9 
Number :Per9en t Number Per9ent 

Less than 10 days 803 74�7% 657 71�1% 
10 days to 1 month 206 19�2% 200 21,7% 
1 month to 2 months 46 4,3% 52 5,6% 
2 months to 3 months 18 1,6% 13 1,4% 
3 months to 4 months 2 .2% 1 .1%
More than 4 months 0 0,0% 1 ,1% 

Total 1075 100.0% 924 100.0% 

Table No. 6 

AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
IN RESIDENOE 

1 9 4 o l 9 3 9
Boys Girls Total Total 

January 20 g 28 24 
February 23 12 35 23 
March 19 12 31 25 
April 20 15 35 31 
May 23 13 36 29 
June 18 11 29 29 
July 19 g 27 29 
August 19 11 30 28 

September 21 10 31 32 
October 23 10 33 30 

November 23 13 36 30 
December 22 12 34 29 
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Table No. 7 

NUMBER OF REPORTS RENDERED 

l 9 4 o 1 9 3 9 
TYPe of Report Freq_uency Freq_uency 

psychological 330 185 
psychiatric 66 50 
Observation 120 166 
Social Hi stories 30 19 

--

Total 546 420 

Table No. 8 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS ADMINISTERED 

percentage 
Difference +

78%+
32%- 28%+ 58%+
30%

l 9 4 o l 9 3 9
Name of Test Frequency Frequency 

Revised Stanford Binet, Form L 
Revised Stanford Binet, Form M 
Arthur Performar.ce Battery 
Group Intelligence Tests 
Goodenough Drawing Test 
Bell Adjustment Inventory 
Stanford Achievement Battery (10 tests) 
Stanford Arithmetic Test 
Stanford Reading Test 
Ishihara Color Vision Test 
Haggerty Reading Test 
Maller personality Sketches 
Cleeton Vocational Interest Inventory 
Thurstone vocational Interest Schedule 
purdom Diagnostic �uestionnaire 
zyve Scientific Aptitude 
Terman Masculinity-Femininity Scale 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

% gain over 1939; 62.7 
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258 
27 
90 
25 
20 
18 

20 

g 
12 

0 

77 
6 
8 
6 
1 
0 

30 

609 

179 
g 

134 
6 
s 
5

14 

a 
8 
4 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
0 

374 



Table No. 9 

SUMMARY OF MEDI CAL EXAMHTATIONS 

Numoer individual children examined 

Total number medical examinations 

Nutritional status of children: Good. 
Fair 
Poor 

General health of children when admitted: Good 
Fair 
Poor 

percent children having visual defects 

percent children having dental defects 

:Percent positive Wasserman tests 

Percent positive vaginal smears 

percent positive N & T cultures 

Number girls pregnant 

Miscellaneous diagnoses: 

Mongolism 
Obesity 
Rickets 
TUberculosis 
Epilepsy 
Congenital heart disease 
Endocrine dysfunction 
Goitre 

- 34 -

65% 
21<� 
4� 1 70 

631, 
26% 
ll7i 

2250 

49% 
1.4% 

.005% 

.003% 

675 

840 

13 

16 
6 
4 
l 
4 
4 
l



Table No. 10 

DISTRI:BUTION OF STAN.FORD-BINET INTELLIGENCE q,uoTIE!:T 

l 9 4 o 1 9 3 9 
I,Q, Range Number Classification Percent Percent 

0 - 19 l Idiot �4y; o�o�
20 - 49 9 Imbecile 3,2% 5,31 
50 - 69 4o Moron 14,0% 15,5� 
70 - 79 33 :Borderline 11,6� 17,7% 
80 - 89 57 null normal 20,0% 20,3� 
90 - 109 93 Normal 32,6% 29�4� 

110 - 119 21 superior 7,4% 5,956 
120 - 129 11 Very superior 3.8% 3,2% 
130 plus 20 Near genius or 7�0% 2�7�

genius 
Total 285 100.o� 100.0% 

Mean ]inet Intelligence Q.uotient: 87 
20:sp Incidence of Mental Deficiency (1939): 

Incidence of Mental Deficiency (1940): 11.6ti

Tnblo No. 11 

THE PRIVILEGE SYSTn.1 

Number of children granted privileges 
Number of privileges granted 
% total population grontod privileges 
Number of escapes while on privilege 
Number of mnjor violations* 
Number of minor violations** 
� non-violated privileges 
Escape� from building 

l 9 4 o

301
2687

281 
I 

1 
0 

3 
99.99iJ 
3 

l � 3 9

267
2840

28� 
I 

0 

0 

9 

99.99� 
3 

* E.g., committing a delinque�t act while on privilege
** E,g., exceeding time limit, visiting home, smoking, etc.,

while on privilege, 
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1940 STAFF 

l' AU'L w.. ,ALEXANDER I JUDGE

Freda ]raun Lyons 

Herbert J. Devauent 

Friend of the Court

... Bailiff 
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P R E - T R I A L HEARINGS 

After two full years' trial of an innovation in con­
tested divor9es 1 to wit, the pre-trial hearing, it would 
seem we had passed the experimental stage and should render 
an accounting. 

Whenever a marriage goes on the rocks so completely 
that one partner goes to court for a divorce or.alimony, 
tho other partner is almost always equelly o� oven more 
cager to be released from the bonds of matrimony. Conse­
quently, most divorce cases are uncontested.· Extremely 
seldom docs a contest arise over tho simple question wheth­
er there should be a divorce: and in every such case in the 
past four years (with one exception), it has been necessary 
to deny a divorce. !n the small number of cases where a 
real contest develops (about 5% to 7% of the total), the 
bone of _contention is usually tho amount of alimony (not 
child-support) and occasionally the custody of the child or 
children. 

!t is in these cases that the court invokes the pre­
trial hearing. The judge cnlls the attorneys for both 
sides into his chambers, and after acquainting himself with 
the charges and counter-charges nnd honring statements as 
to ��at the evidence is expected to show, the issues arc 
clarified nnd narroue� down to the ultimate matter in dis­
pute. At this point offers of compromise arc usunlly forth­
coming or arc elicited. 

The attorneys arc delightfully rcnsonnblc nnd ready to 
agree upon a compromise. Tho trouble usually comes fro� 
obstreperous nnd obstinate clients who are reluctant to 
swallow their pride and follow their attornoyts advice, 
When this situation develops the. embattled spouses arc 
cnllcd before the judge and all tho legal, social and fin­
ancial implications arc spelled out. Unlimited patience is 
nlwnys roQuirod nnd sometimes amazing psychologtcnl contor­
tions have to be performed in order to guarantee the neces­
sary face-saving nnd assuaging of TTounded pride, 
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Of the Bl casos brought into court for contested trial 
in l94o, only 13 nctu�lly went to trinl. From this it TTould 
appear thnt tho pre-trial hcnring was effective in bringing 
about a settlement �cceptnblo to both parties in 84% of th� 
cases. In 1939 the results were nbout the same; 62 cases 
brought in for contested trial; 14 cases tried; 781, settled • 

To try a contested divorce consumes from one to eight 
d.nys (sometimes even more). It requires th9 services of 
two attorneys ,-rho so fees incr9ase with the runou.nt of time 
in court. The court costs mount constantly. En.rnings of 
tho parties arc n.t Q stnndsttll. The nenr nnd tear on their 
nervous systems is visi9lo. The dnmnge to tho reputations 
of both may be irrepnrnble. Tho intnngible injury to tho 
children is incn.lculn.ble. Ar.d ,,hen it is n.ll over either or 
both pnrtios mn.y be dissatisfied, so both arc confronted 
m.th tho expense of an appeal and n.dditionnl attorney's 
foes. And if tho cnso is reversed tho parties are right 
back where they �tnrtod from with nothing to show for tho 
terrific price they hn,ve paid, except frosh ,-rounds nr..d 
bitter experience. 

All those evils wore spored the pnrtios in four out of 
five cases through tho pre-trial hc�rings. 

- 38 ...



FR I E .ND 0 F THE COUF. T 

11Friend of the court 11 is the name given to the officer 
authorized by statute to investigate divorce cases. the re­
port of th� investigation being admissible in evidenc� sub­
ject to the right of either party to cross-examine the in­
vestigator. 

As in the preceding year the practise was not to refer 
all divorce actions for investigation but only those where 
some interested party called upon the co\ll"t to bring its 
good offices to bear. No investigation was commenced with­
out first consulting the attorney of record. 

Much wise C01:JllSel was given, many reconciliations were 
effected. much evidence was brought to light for the guid­
ance of the court. 

In the number of divorce and alimonJ" actions, 1940 
showed an 11% increase with 1451 cases. Eleven hundred 
ninety-t�o were heard. The records are as follows: 

1940 1939 1938 1937 1936 !ill 1934 1933 

1451 1303 14o6 1500 1477 1404 1273 932 

The activities of the Friend of the Court are summar­
ized in the following tables: 

rending actions formally investigated 
Investigated before action filed 
Cases referred to other agencies 
Interviews with attorneys 
Conferences, both parties present 
Interviews in field 
rersons receiving advice 

1940 1939 

-95 6S 
89 93 
41 23 

370 339 
264 248 
200 280 
203 185 
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A c k n o w 1 e d g m e n t 

Without the cooperation and support of countless.civic 
organizations. groups and individuals, the work of the court 
herein reported would have been far less effective.i The 
interest and generosity of these citizens made possible some 
features and activities which the county does not afford. 
such as handicraft for children in the Child.Study Institute; 
admission to theaters, sports events, swimming pools, etc; 
clothing for children in foster homes, etc. While the en­
tire staff is grateful for all �his cooperation, the princi­
pal thanks come from the children themselves for whose bene-­
fit these things have been done. 

The public officials of the city and county, the police, 
the school�, the churches, the social agencies have likewise 
benefitted the children through their close cooperation with 
the court. To name all the citizens, organizations, offi­
cials and agencies to whom the cour� and children are in­
debted would run into a list several pages long, so here 1 s 
just a big THANK YOU from all of us. 




