2021: YEAR IN REVIEW
NEWSLETTER
HIGHLIGHTS:

Welcome!
Welcome from Keep Toledo/Lucas
County Beautiful's Executive
Director

WELCOME
LITTER
Toledo Litter League 2021
City of Toledo's Trash

Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful envisions a

Trappers

world in balance: A world where everything that

Adopt-a-Road & Adopt-a-

is created is a resource for something new, and

Drop

every person takes responsibility for the resources

Community Litter Supplies

they use, ensuring proper/sustainable disposal. As
a society our goal should not be to simply limit
the negative impact we have on our environment,
but to have an actual positive one. This is the only
way to create a sustainable future.
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful is the local
advocate for sustainable change. We are not
alone. We work with global companies, small
businesses, community organizations, local
governments, and individuals to improve
recycling, implement composting, eliminate
litter, reduce single use plastics, and make other
“green” and sustainable decisions.
COVID-19 has been an unprecedented and
devastating pandemic. It has affected the entire
world and has had a major impact on waste,
recycling, and sustainability. As schools and
businesses shut down, household waste increased
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across the nation by an estimated 30%, and the
littering of facemasks and other PPE became
rampant. Keep America Beautiful estimates that
there are over 155,000,000 PPE related items on
the ground as litter across the United States and
50 billion pieces of litter total. Our mission is as
relevant now as it has ever been.
Through all of this, I have never felt more proud
to be a Toledoen and call Lucas County my home.
Over the past 2 years, our community has
continued to hold fast to our commitment to
sustainability, recycling, and reducing litter.
Below you will find just a few examples of the
great things happening in NW Ohio.
Sincerely;
Adam W. Cassi
Executive Director
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful

LITTER

LITTER

Toledo Litter League
In April, we kicked off Earth Day celebrations by
launching our first annual Toledo Litter League!
This baseball themed competition had
businesses, nonprofits, families, and
organizations work together to make Toledo and
Lucas County a cleaner and more beautiful place
for all residents. A total of 33 teams participated
in the program. Each team was responsible for
picking up litter in their designated zip code
from the beginning of May to the end of August.
This season, our 33 Litter League teams picked
up an impressive total of 1062 bags of litter in
Toledo/Lucas County. That is an estimated
26,550 lbs of litter that was removed from our
neighborhoods, streets, and parks!
The first annual Toledo Litter League came to a
close with our End of Season Summer
Celebration at the Toledo Mud Hens Stadium.
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Along with Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful
board members, our top three Litter League
teams were in attendance so that we could
crown our Litter League 2021 winners. Our first
place team was the TARTA Trash Troop. This
impressive team collected a whopping 151.5
bags of litter. In second place, we had the
Englewood Beautification Squad with 96 bags of
litter collected, and in third place was Oregon’s
Triple Play with 81 bags of litter collected. Thank
you to every team that participated; your hard
work and dedication are appreciated!

City of Toledo's Trash Trappers
The City of Toledo received an EPA Trash Free Great Lakes
Grant to install Trash Trappers in waterways within 5 rivermiles leading to Lake Erie. These Trash Trappers do
exactly what their name suggests. They trap trash that
enters our waterways and prevents it from entering Lake
Erie. They also act as a reminder of the negative impact
trash has on our health and local economy. Along with
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful, the City of Toledo
partnered with Partners for Clean Streams, TMACOG, the
University of Toledo, the OSPREY Initiative, Great Lakes
Restoration, and Trash Free Waters for this grant. Learn
more and find trash trapper locations by visiting the City
of Toledo’s website HERE.

Adopt-a-Road & Adopt-a-Drop
This year, Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful continued our
Adopt-A-Road program and introduced our Adopt-a-Drop
program to the public. The Adopt-A-Road program has
volunteer groups (businesses, nonprofits, clubs, schools,
colleges, etc.) accept the responsibility of removing litter and
other debris from a 2-mile section of Lucas County roadway, a
minimum of four times a year. In return, groups receive a sign
that is installed on site displaying the name of the group.
They also received litter tongs, collection bags, safety
equipment, and debris disposal services. Check out our map
of roads that have been adopted in Toledo/Lucas County here.
Please contact engagement@ktlcb.org if you are interested in
the Adopt-a-Road program.
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We launched the Adopt-A-Drop program in October. This
program is similar to our Adopt-a-Road program, except
groups will adopt a recycling drop-off location. Along
with picking up litter and reducing recycling
contamination at their designated recycling drop-off site,
participating groups will be responsible for educating
community members regarding correct recycling
practices. Please contact engagement@ktlcb.org if you
are interested in the Adopt-a-Drop program. For a list of
all drop off locations, click HERE.

Community Litter Supplies
We provide litter cleanup supplies to groups and individuals wishing to pick up litter in
our community! We provided 8,972 bags, 2,704 pairs of gloves, 274 vests, and 1,1015 litter
tongs in 2021. You can reserve litter pick up supplies HERE.

RECYCLING
Event Recycling
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful works to
improve recycling throughout our area, including
at events! Events create tons of waste that can be
diverted from ending up in the landfill. In 2021,
we helped recycle at events such as the
Promedica Summer Concert Series, Jeep Fest,
Solheim Cup’s Fan Fest, and Waterville's Roche de
Boeuf. A couple events went a step further by
recycling and composting in 2021, including at
Oregon’s Community Flower Exchange and Flower
Market, Toledo GROWS Crosby Festival for the
Arts, and the Marathon Classic. If you are
interested in recycling or composting at your
event, please contact engagement@ktlcb.org.
In partnership with The Andersons, we provide
trash/recycling boxes for events to reduce litter in
our community. These boxes are free and
available to all Lucas County residents for
festivals, schools, sporting events, fundraisers,
family reunions, graduation parties, and more. In
2021, we provided a total of 2,716 event boxes and
780 lids. You can reserve your trash/recycling
boxes HERE.

4

Correct Recycling Month
November was Correct Recycling Month! Recycling
correctly means keeping contamination out of your
recycling bin. The most common items that
contaminate recycling include plastic bags or plastic
bags filled with recyclables (recyclables should be
loose), yard waste, garbage, clothing, and
electronics.
In celebration of Correct Recycling Month, we
provided residents of Toledo/Lucas County with a
variety of opportunities to properly dispose of hardto-recycle items. Throughout the month of
November, we collected candy wrappers and yard
signs to be recycled. In total, we ended up collecting
7 boxes full of candy wrappers and over 2,000 yard
signs to be recycled.
Along with candy wrappers and yard signs, we also
collected pumpkins for composting with the Great
Pumpkin Pitch. Pumpkins are full of nutrients that
are wasted when they’re sent to the landfill. Through
our efforts, we were able to collect 21.6 tons of
pumpkins and gourds that we sent to GoZero
Services for composting instead of landfilled. Thank
you to everyone who participated and made these
collections such a success!

2021 Engage Toledo Refuse
and Recycling Events
Throughout the spring, summer, and
fall of 2021, the City of Toledo’s
Engage Toledo Events provided
residents of Toledo with the
opportunity to responsibly dispose
of waste. Engage Toledo Events
collected electronic waste, tires,
documents, cardboard, phone
books, newspapers, houseware
goods, clothing, toys, bulky items,
refuse, latex paint, and household
hazardous waste to be recycled or
disposed of correctly.
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In total, we helped with 23 Engage Toledo Events held in 2021, with 7,670 vehicles utilizing
this service. Look out for more Engage Toledo Refuse and Recycling Events in 2022!

2021 Engage Toledo Events

20,740
tires

8,615
gallons of
paint

12,756 lbs.
electronic
waste

104,287 lbs.
TVs & CRT
monitors

53,348 lbs. of
household
hazardous
waste

45,720
pounds of
documents

3,311 pounds of
textiles & good
donations

543.04 tons
of general
debris

LC Recycles App
The Lucas County Solid Waste Management District launched a
new app in April to help you recycle correctly in Lucas County!
With the LC Recycles app, recycling correctly is as easy as
searching for an item and learning where you can recycle it. You
can also play an interactive recycling game that will help you
become an expert recycler. Search your app store or Google Play
for “LC Recycles” or download the app on Apple IOS devices
HERE or on Android devices HERE.

BEAUTIFICATION
Villamar Park
In early 2021, Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful received a
Keep America Beautiful UPS Tree Planting Grant to plant trees
in North Toledo’s Villamar Park. Villamar Park is located in
Washington Township, right on a tributary leading to Lake
Erie. Along with partnering with the Washington Township
Board of Trustees, we also worked with Lucas Soil and Water
Conservation District to plan the project. On October 16th, we
were finally able to execute our plans and plant 30 native
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trees and grasses in Villamar Park. We couldn't
have done it without our wonderful volunteers
from Whitmer High School’s Environment and
Science Club, The Toledo Zoo’s Zoo Teens, Tree
Toledo, and all of the families and individuals
who came out to help. Along with beautifying
the area, these trees and grasses will help
improve water quality, reduce soil erosion, and
decrease pollution in our environment. In 2022,
we are hoping to complete more tree plantings
in Lucas County.

Jerry Banister Green Stewardship
Award
At the Toledo Litter League End of Season Summer
Celebration, we also awarded our 2021 Jerry
Bannister Green Stewardship Award to organizations
in Toledo/Lucas County that have gone above and
beyond when it comes to environmental protection
and beautification efforts. The nonprofits Urban
Wholistics and Glass City River Wall were awarded
the 2021 Jerry Bannister Green Stewardship Award.
Urban Wholistics is a total health, community based,
grassroots initiative created to beautify open land in
neighborhoods that have been historically excluded
from access to holistic green spaces. Urban
Wholistics' dedication to teaching youth about
green spaces, growing food, and nurturing the
environment is outstanding and their work is
invaluable to our region. Learn more about Urban
Wholistics HERE.
The Glass City River Wall team's mission is to
support a multi-phased artistic installation at the
ADM grain silo facility in Toledo. This installation will
provide a stunning and welcoming visual to the
gateway of our city with a universal and inclusive
message of hope and positivity. The Glass City River
Wall’s goal is to showcase Toledo’s dedication to the
arts and urban renewal, while telling a story about
our rich and vibrant cultural history—past, present
and future. Learn more about the Glass City River
Wall HERE.
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Keep Ohio Beautiful Conference
We attended the Keep Ohio Beautiful Conference
at Mohican Bay State Park in November. Along with
presenting at the conference, we received two
awards from Keep Ohio Beautiful. We are happy to
announce that we received the Keep Ohio
Beautiful Community Award! The Keep Ohio
Beautiful Community Award is awarded to
affiliates that have gone the extra step to improve
environmental stewardship in their communities.
We have achieved this goal by improving event
recycling and organizing collections for hard-torecycle items throughout 2021.
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful's Board
Member, Jennifer Vancil, received the Dan
Weisenbach Spirit Award – Board Member of the
Year Award. Jennifer has been on Keep
Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful’s Board for over 15
years and has proven to be an outstanding Board
Member. She has gone above and beyond by being
one of our most dedicated volunteers and a
reliable adviser. Thank you for all you do Jennifer!

EDUCATION &
ENGAGEMENT
Youth & Adult Education
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful provided a variety of
educational presentations and activities to youth
throughout 2021.Through both virtual and in-person
communications, we educated a total of 1,359 youth
through presentations, activities, and our puppet show,
Riley’s Adventure. We reached an additional 1,584
individuals through college and adult workshops,
podcasts, and virtual presentations, educating them on
improving their recycling habits and reducing their
impact on our environment . If you are interested in
having Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful educate your
group, let us know HERE.
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This December, Melody joined our team as the
Community Education Specialist. Melody holds an MS in
Environmental Education from Antioch University. She
has served in various environmental education roles and
has taught classes and workshops in recycling, creative
reuse, composting, and sustainability. During her Peace
Corps service in Jamaica, she launched a sustainability
program in cooperation with her community to reduce
the waste coming from the school's canteen. Based on
this model, she designed a community engagement
manual for solid waste management that has since been
used at schools across the island. Melody has also
worked extensively with immigrants and refugees
teaching English and workforce readiness. She has
taught university students, parents, and children of all
ages.
She is excited to dig into the environmental education
needs of Toledo and Lucas County. If you are interested
in inviting us to your institution, please complete this
form HERE.

Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful's involvement with the
Toledo-Lucas County Sustainability Commission
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful is just one of the
more than 30 nonprofits, businesses, and governments
that are a part of the Toledo-Lucas County Sustainability
Commission (TLCSC). The TLCSC is housed out of the Lucas
County Commissioners office and works to promote and
educate about sustainability in our region. Learn more and
apply to join the TLCSC HERE.
In April, the TLCSC unveiled the Toledo-Lucas County
Green Map. This Green Map makes it easier to find
sustainable resources in the Northwest Ohio region.
Projects that highlight Toledo-Lucas County's social,
economic, and environmental well-being are promoted.
You can check out the Green Map HERE. As a result of the
Green Map's creation and other sustainable development
in Northwest Ohio, Toledo topped Site Selection
Magazine's 2021 Sustainability Rankings. Read the article
HERE.
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Community Engagement
Would you like to become more involved in our
community and help to improve the environment?
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful offers a variety
of volunteer opportunities throughout the year
where you can do just that! If you or your group are
looking for ways to get involved please join our
volunteer email list to be notified of volunteer
opportunities HERE.
This June, Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful
welcomed Rachel Tippett to the team as our new
Community Engagement Specialist! Rachel has an
MPH from the University of Toledo. Before pursuing
her degree, she worked as a LISC AmeriCorps with
the Toledo-Lucas County Sustainability Commission
(TLCSC) and then continued as TLCSC’s intern while
earning her degree. During her time with the TLCSC,
she was able to create resources to help others live
more sustainably. This included assisting in the
creation of the Toledo-Lucas County Sustainability
Report Cards and the Toledo-Lucas County Green
Map. She also played a role in organizing numerous
events throughout the community including Eco
Fest Toledo and the Going Beyond Green Lunch
Series. Rachel has participated as a member of both
the Toledo-Lucas County Rain Garden Initiative and
Sacred Grounds Toledo.
Rachel is excited to continue improving
sustainability in the Toledo-Lucas County region!
Please contact Rachel at engagement@ktlcb.org if
you are interested in event recycling, hosting a
litter clean up, or if you would like to learn about
how to become more involved with Keep
Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful.
You can also stay informed by following Keep
Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful on social media:
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn.
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STAFF & BOARD
Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful Staff
Adam Cassi:

Melody Reese:

Rachel Tippett:

Executive Director

Community Education

Community Engagement

acassi@ktlcb.org

Specialist

Specialist

education@ktlcb.org

engagement@ktlcb.org

Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful Board of Directors
Dennis Kennedy:

Mike Coonfare:

Jordan Rofkar

KT/LCB Chair

Civil & Environmental

Hull & Associates, Inc.

Commissioner of Code

Consultants, Inc
Kathy Selking

Enforcement with the City
of Toledo
Melissa Greene Hopfer

Michelle Hughes

Toledo Lucas County Public

City of Toledo, Division of

Library

Environmental Services
Chris Watson

KT/LCB Vice-Chair
Lucas County

Nick Komives

Commissioners Office &

Toledo City Council

Toledo-Lucas County

Member

Right Size Life

Sustainability Commission

Laura Kubiak
Jennifer Vancil

Toledo Public Schools

KT/LCB Past Board Chair
Lott Industries

Scott Lockhart
City of Toledo, Department

Anthony Iovine

of Public Services

Gateway Products Recycling
Inc.

Julie Riley
Lucas County Solid

James Adams

Waste Management

Rumpke Waste & Recycling

District

Services
Samuel Chang

Emily Rippe Desmond
Social B. Creative

Midstory Media ThinkHub

www.ktlcb.org
11

